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PREFACE. 



The Tour described in the following pages was 
commenced in the month of December, and con- 
cluded in March last. Few changes of importance 
have since then taken place in the counsels or 
camp of Don Carlos. M. Cruz Mayor and the 
Count de Villemur have resigned, and all the de-! 
partments of state are now united under M. Erro, 
formerly minister of finance to Ferdinand, an able 
and an honest man. General Villa Real has re- 
placed the Count de Casa Eguia. The combination, 
so often planned between General Cordova and 
General Evans, has again failed : Cordova, after 
penetrating to Salinas, was glad to find his way back 
to Victoria ; and Evans has but cleared half a league 
of front before St. Sebastian, and extended his 
coast line as far as Passages ; but he has not ven- 
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tared beyond the cover of the British fleet or 
entered fairly into the Carlist territory. 

The account, therefore, which I have given of 
the Basque Provinces, as fully represents the 
actual position, political as well as military, of 
Don Carlos, as if it were written yesterday. 

The Public may be assured that the truth, and 
nothing but the truth, will be found in this sketch. 
I have no personal objects to serve; and it is 
probable that the Carlists, as well as the Chris- 
tinos, will be equally displeased at the freedom 
with which I have described their operations. 

I have avoided touching oti events which have 
lately taken place in Spain, and are known to the 
public through the regular channels of information, 
as my object has been to desciibe the position of 
Don Carlos, and not to discuss the affairs of the 
Queen Regent, or notice the changes which are 
so frequently occurring in her counsels. 



London, June 25, 1836. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Having determined to visit the camp of Don 
Carlos, and to ascertain by personal observation 
the actual state of tbe war in the Basque pro* 
vinces, 1 left London at the close of last November, 
and made my way by the ordinary route to 
Bayonne. 

I believe I am one of the first travellers that 
ever paid a compliment to that city ; but find- 
ing the weather as warm as the month of May 
with us» and the leaves sUU on tlie trees ; the coun- 
try breathing more of autumn than of winter; and 
having exchanged for it the cold London fog, and 
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the continued rain and swollen kennels of Paris, 
I am bound to do justice to Bayonne, and to say 
that, for once since its creation, a stranger found a 
residence of a few days within it delightful. That 
delight will, I fear, not be participated in by 
many ; for the genius of ennui seems to have set 
up his rest there ; and those who do not travel in 
five days from damp and cold to a genial warmth, 
and therefore must be happy, will wander about 
its lonely streets and its dismal walk on the banks 
of the river, and gape and grow discontented, and 
envy every more fortunate person, who takes his 
final leave in that worst of all diligences, the lum- 
bering crazy vehicle which plies between it and 
Bourdeaux. Great improvements are making, 
and no one can tell what it may become in the 
course of years, as some of the old fortifications 
have been thrown down, and a new line planned, 
and more space given to the city ; and even a Place 
i& under formation, where the world will show 
their Sunday clothes and hist Paris fashion to 
more advantage than can now be done in front of 
the dirty theatre and few cafes that line the pre- 
sent promenade. 

Be Bayonne what it may, I arrived in it on the 
24th of November, and descended at the hotel 

, so well known to those who trade in 

politics as the grand dep6t of the friends of Don 



DON CARLOS. O 

Carlos ; where eertain cabalistic signs and words 
are to be expbanged before the stranger finds him^ 
^( ^t t^B aUihQ tabk^d'k&te ; wlierehe meets 
Sffa'niards: 0f every> rank, some on their way tq 
join tbedla&ntej and others j ost come from head- 
qnatt^rd, afnd all^lied with that busy and myste- 
lio^s^ ikU #hi(^ meti engaged in these perilous enter- 
prise^/ in spits of their better judgment, assume. 
Thefe were 'French gentlemen embarked in the 
same cause also to be found in the fadtel ; but a 
markisd difierence 'was to be observed between 
them and the Spaniards of their party. The latter 
were hot and hnpatient^ full of words, and anxious 
to display their feelings; the former wem cold 
and composed^ and spoke on all other subjects 
with the' utmost sawJ^yVoirf— though, if the truth 
wete htt()Wli, their attachment to,th>eir principles 
was ^laore deeply rooted than that of' their vehe- 
ment iPeighbours. The tone an4 conduct of the 
Spi^nisMd Void you' plamly you weri^ in the midst 
of itcon^jSirac?y;^the lively unembarrassed manner 
of I^renehmen created no suspicion, and would re- 
mbve'tfeif't<?'were formed. 

A person who had in view the object which I . 
purposed, "riamety, that of reaching the head- 
qiiarteir8*ofi'Don^Caric«, and traversing the whole 
line of operations, would of course not neglect 
all and every means of creating confidence, and of 
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placing himself on a good footing with the party 
he was about to meet ; and I took care to receive, 
in London and Paris, from friends who, though 
deeply compromised, met me with full candour, 
the necessary papers and recommendations. 

I am an impartial man : my daily discipline is 
to expunge pohtical prejudices from iny mind, and 
to view things as they are ; a friend to the principle 
of legitimacy — an ardent one of a constitutional 
monarchy,but not a visionary Royalist, who dreams 
of restorations, and will not recognise the duties of 
kings to their people, as well as the duties of the 
people to their kings. Still, though not standing in 
the full odour of sanctity with my royalist friends, I 
must do them the justice to say that they met my 
views with the greatest liberality, and, believing that 
I was a person in ^ipse sincerity^and good faith a 
full reliance could be placed, they opened to me 
the secrets of their union, and gave me the means 
of making myself known to the people, at Bayonne 
and on the frontiers, who could advance my jour-, 
uey . I have dealt with the extremes of both the 
Royalist and Liberal parties in more than one coun- 
try agitated by internal division, and I cannot 
avoid declaring that I have been invariably treated 
well by the one, and ill treated by the other. 
Differing from both, and obliged to make that 
difference known, I came under the reproach of 



being alternately a servik or a republican ; but I 
found that the Royalists were more amiable ihaa 
the others, and expressed their dissent wiAout 
giving- offence, while Ae liberals' tolerance was 
of a limited nature and seldom of long endur 
ranee. 

So much fot myself ;-^and io let the leader know 
of what manner of man he is perusing the thoughts, 
and to give him an assurance that if he will not 
find any thing else to please him in thi^ volume^ 
he wiH find flte truth, an^ nothing but the truth. 

I hare often reflected on the strange wayward- 
ness which makes the partisans of every cause so 
desirous io exaggerate events in their favour, and 
conceal all facts that maka against them — whea 
the commonest experience .^KOves th& ^.only 
way to insure bring believedk^ )[iMkd^r-«tette and 
not over-state the truth, and that one fabrication, 
or over-wrought accounts throws into discredit 
narratives which would otherwise be worthy of 
notice, and materially advance the cause. If ever 
that folly has been exemplified, it ha9 been in 
Spain, where the Cariist and Christino accounts 
of the same affair difier as light and darkness, and 
are so wide of the verity, at both sides, that the 
English public have given up believing in either.. 
Zumalacaregui, the well-known geikeral of Doa 
Carlos, was the only person who, since the begin-: 
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nihgof the contest^ allowed the facts to speak for 
themselves ; and all his bulletms were remarkaUe 
for their brevity, good sense, and honesty ; but We 
have scaticely seen, since bis death, an 'Official no^ 
ticeof any action, however trivial, that has not been 
swelled oat by despatches more lengthy and pooi- 
}>ous than those of Waterloo. Well knowing how 
the war was going on in the North, atid that the 
Carlistd were invariably sticcesrful, since th<$ first 
defeat of Sarsrfield to the final overthrow of Valdest, 
at the Amescuas ; it was a matter of amusement 
to 'me, then resident at Madrid, to read the daily 

r 

extiaordinary gazettes of victories, by which the 
Carlists were annihilated^r The very post was 
often filled with letters from officers in the' army, 
detailing their misfortunes to their friends, and 
presaging ^ fatal issue to the war; while the 
ga^tte of the sadie d^y contained briflia»t deta:ils 
of operations and omens of final trium}^ of the 
arms of the <3aeen. Every man in the Puerta del 
Sol knew that the gazette was false, yet still* the 
government was weak enough to publish it; and 
though every one knew it was (ktee, yet such was 
the tyranny of the Liberals, that no person dated 
avow his opinions ; and these tlart^tives wer^ sent 
ihto other countries uncontradicted,' except by 
some private letters, to form the groundwork of 
financial delusion, by which, in turn, each money- 
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market of Europe has been sacrificed, and for the 
conception and execution of which the Spanish 
Ministers of the Treasury enjoy a special reputa- 
tion. I was. even told by the oflScer of the day, on 
one. a£ <tbf^^ great battles, whose duty it was to 
count th^^odies of the slain enemy on the field, 
that he found but forty-five corpses, while the 
gazette represented no less than 3400 put hors de 
combat — au instance of exaggeration only to be 
matched by a Carlist bulletin, lately published, of 
Cordova'« retreat to Victoria, which, headed ** Vic- 
tory ! Victory ! Victory ! ! !" declared that 9000 
men were destroyed, out of 12,000, although, in 
good truth, not more than about sixty poor fellows 
bit the dust. 

It must be admitted that the Carlist exaggera- 
tions were less frequent than the others ; for while 
the Queen's gazette announced that the Infante's 
force v^as diminished to a small mountain-band, 
Tvhich wa9 about expiring from starvation, we 
have seen it increasing daily in number and equip*- 
ment, until, from a commencement of seven hundred 
men, it has swollen to a number of 30,000 armed 
and organized — and that, while it was stated to be 
in the throes of death, it was driving a succession 
of seven Queen's generals before it, and finally 
occupying the whole of the provinces, and defying 
every new attempt that was made to put it down. 
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So much did this hyperbole prevail, that the beaten 
Christino captains . evea made a jest of it them- 
selves ; and I heard one of them say, at a table 
of distinction at Madrid — *^ Well* what do you 
think of us now ? I was beaten : I have committed 
faults which in any other service would cashier 
me ; and look ! here is the sword which the Queen 
has given me, and here is the commission by which 
I am appointed Commander«in*Cbief/' The posi*- 
tive fact was, that nothing bat lying and imposture 
succeeded at Madrid ; and I know that a beaten 
general who was called a Bribon ^scoundrel) by 
the Minister of State, and told not to come near 
the government, to annoy it, — who received from 

another minister the epithet of C ^, the most 

offensive which can be given to a Spaniard, — was 
sent out, three days after the occurrence, to com- 
mand the army ; and, though he vras defeated in 
every instance, he contrived to lie so stoutly, and. 
to bully the government aad the ]Miblic, that he 
has still compelled the one to continue hisa at the 
head of the forces, and the other to believe that 
he was the Napoleon of Spain : — and, as if more 
strongly to expose the extiieme of all truth and 
principle^ this the man, a Carhst from his youth — 
a well-known s^ent of the cruelties of Ferdinand — 
who was under the most sacred obligations to Don 
Carlos and to his wife, and who had sent in his 
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adhesion to the Infante when the question of the 
succession was first mooted ! I never could under- 
stand how, if the Sprthish government was so 
stupid as to employ this person, the Foreign Am- 
bassadors w^re weak enough to give him their ' 
countenance ; as they must have seen that he was 
playing a part by them, and crouching at their feet, 
in order to persuade the Ministry that he had the 
support of the two great contracting Powers in the 
Quadruple Treaty. A man's character and his 
antecedent conduct should decide for or against 
his eligibility ; and I believe it would be difficult to 
find in Spain an individual more thoroughly profli- 
gate than the one in question, and whose every 
action, up to the day when he turned his coat> 
bespoke a more devoted slave to absolutism. But 
Spain abounds in such instances, that we who 
^ « know it well should not be astonished. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Having arrived at Bayonne^ I waited instantly 
on the person with whom I was to exchange sig^* 
nals; and^ having established my identity with 
him, I was soon introduced to another — the confix* 
dential agent of Don Carlos — who received me in 
the most gentlemanlike manner, made me know 
that he was aware I was unconnected with 
any party, but offered me every service in his 
power. This secret intelligence amused me much, 
and brought back to my mind the historical recol- 
lections of onr own civil wars for the exiled Stuarts ; 
and I imagined myself, and the person to whom I 
was addressed, seated gravely opposite to each 
other, opening alternately a link of the chain of 
recognition, until the whole was fully developed, 
like unto the Jacobite emissaries of old, seated 
in some dark nook in the purlieus of the Tower, 
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'with pulse beating, eyes straining, each trembling 
with fear of discovery, and of the other's ^ood 
faith, until the connexion of syllables and words, 
or the combination of colours, or the comparison 
of some article of clothing, or of any thing else — 
(which was not the case in my recognition — for of 
^urse to it, or to the persons from whom it pro- 
ceeded, I will give no clue) — established a perfect 
confidence; and the chairs are drawn together, 
the hands compressed, and the parties finally 
locked in each other's arms, in full confidence of 
their identity. 

My man looked sharply at me, and I, cautiously, 
at him ; not that 1 had any thing to risque, but 
lest I should compromise the real personage, in 
case this was not the person. I asked him to re- 
peat his name, and to write it, before I said a word 
further; and, gradually proceeding, arrived at the 
full end of my object, until I had the assurance 
that no one was endangered ; and then we entered 
on our affair with all the confidence imacrinable, 
and I had every reason to be pleased. The gen- 
tleman alluded to could not understand how I, a 
person who asked for nothing, sought for nothing — 
neither a soldier nor a loan-contractor — could ex- 
.pose myself to some danger, and the severity of 
the weather, to gratify curiosity, or to establish a 
truth for others ; and he lifted up his eyes in as- 
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tonishm^it at the hardihood end oddity ot my pro- * 
eeedings ; bat I made him fally ufiderstatid that my 
object was to enter Spain aa speedily as I could, 
and that he might defer his aurpriie until I had 
the pleasure to see him on my return. 

The table-d'hSte at the h6lel congisted of eight 
persons ; two of whom were EDglish, two French, 
and ihe others Spaniards ; all demoted royalists. 
The Spaniards were dressed in that kind of inde- 
finable costume which is neither civil nor military, 
but to which every soldier on campaign coma to, 
as his wardrobe gradually fails him in thehazatd of 
the war. There was the military cap and the 
furred frock-coat, with pantaloons of feded glory ; 
or the red striped trowser, but plain surtout and 
black stock ; or the short jacket of goat-skin — the 
favourite costume of Zumalacaregui, and that best 
suited to mountain work, as it defies both wind 
and rain — brides other military appurtenances ; 
such as the spur, or the sabre-belt. But the state 
of the beard was that which gave the most assu- 
rance of the soldier of fertone : in some grown to 
its full length, as the officers of Don Pedro were 
accustomed to wear it at Oporto; in others, aiming 
at the same ferocity, but still scant of its growth ; 
while one lad, the handsomest of the party, en- 
couraged only his young mustachios^ and shaved 
his chin, in order that the aspiring curls of the 



U|>per Hp diould pfodaoe 6iiU gre&ler effect. The 
fiogtiabmen ivere^ as they ever mre, tocittim> and 
wondered at the bristle cjf their compamone ; while 
the French were gay, and chatted and laughed on 
indifferent subjectB, and seemed desirous to throw 
off the poUtical character until the momait of 
aetion arrited, when the old royalist blood v^uld 
show that men were still alive, sam feur et sans 
reprocke ; but the Spaniards were not for a moment 
at their ewe ; and the most indififerent spectator 
miiat have observed that some deep spell was upon 
tliem. Each would, in turn, break out into violent 
denunciations against the Queen, or some of the 
^people most forward in supporting her; while 
others discussed the state of the nation » and. pro- 
spects of the two belligerents, with a fluency and a 
wisdom which astonished me, although well accus- 
tomed to a Spaniard's flow of words. The young- 
est had bat just arrived from the head-quarters of 
Don Cartod, and war about to undertake a mission 
into one of the southern provinces^— and two were, 
it was hinted, preparing to venture to Madrid, to 
wake the sluggish hopes of their party there. All 
were fu}^l of zeal and warmth : at least, their words 
were those of fire ; — ^and, if their actions but corre* 
spotided to their promises, Don Carios would be 
faithfully served. But I have seen too much of 
Spaniards to be deceived by any show of determt- 
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nation ; and I have known amfin talk by the hour 
at the Puerto del Sol, of honour, virtue, and pa- 
triotism, till the blood boiled within me ; and I 
have found the same person go the round of all the 
Tertulids at night, with the same set of ideas, and 
the same inspiring language ; all which was to end 
in his doing nothing ; for the display and the plea* 
sure of hearing himself talk was all he aimed at. 

The dinner was good, and abundant in that 
variety which none but a French cook can fur- 
nish ; but so addicted were these gentlemen to 
the abominable mess of beans, bacon, fowl, beef, 
and sausage, called a Puchero, that one and all 
declared they would prefer having it to even the 
best set-out at the Grand VateL *' Oh, que rico /" 
— *'0h, how rich it is!" said one of the party, 
kissing the tips of his fingers, in token of supreme 
delight. " OA, que excellente lojs garvansos!" — 
" Oh, how excellent the beans ! " cried another, 
licking his lips, like an alderman at his turtle. 
^' And the bacon and the sausage !'' exclaimed the 
rest. — 'f There is nothing like the puchero! it is 
more solid than roast beef, and more refined than 
a Strasburg Fkte !" and they all agreed that no- 
.thing more was necessary to enjoy hfethan a good 
puchero. Now, to understand what they were 
speaking of, it is necessary to be more precise than 
I. have been in the description of the dish ; and I 
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will set it before the reader in all its prinutive and 
Gompound singular! ty« .Firsts then> into an earthen 
pipkin are to be poured,. at seven or eight o'clock 
in the morning, a' quantity of white beans, called 
garvansfis^ a pound or two of lean beef, half a 
pound of JDaoony-a quarter of a pound of reeking 
sausage, a piece of gariic, a couple of fowls, some 
green kmg beans, wi^ a qtmnium st(fficU of water ; 
luid these :<are :to sl^erw at a slow fire until three 
o'clock, when the whole family are to be served, 
first with the soup, and then with the meat and 
vegetabled ; and I believe a greasier mess never 
graced the festive board ; and he that has once 
eaten it, will wonder at the national taste, that 
prefers it to all other food, and declares that a 
dinner is not tolerable without it. All families in 
Spain> from. the highest to the humblest, dine on 
pucbera every day in the jrear j except that, on fSte- 
dajfi, in rich families, another horror, called an 
e^o^iKib),, or a piece of beef stewed in garlic, is 
superadded; but the stranger will in vain try to 
approach: the last; and it is not tiU sharp necessity 
compelsthim, that he. can venture it within his lips* 
This ;was> the dish which my Spanish friends de- 
dated was pi^ferable to all the excellent prepara^ 
tions our dinner afforded. And I suppose we 
should never have heard the end of its merits, if. a 
pie had not been placed on the table ; and they 
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all ofjetied at once, like dogA in full cry> at the 
pastel and the pastelUros ; which latter is a soOri- 
quet given to Martinos de la Rosa and his party, 
their politics being, as they say^ thinner than a 
baker's crust. 

It is remarkable to find, at a large city like that 
of Bayotine, where a vigilant police is supposed to 
exist, a Carlist club sitting almost in open day^ 
and persons passing and repassing the frontier 
openly to it. It proved how hollow the French 
government is, and how gloriously it has bam« 
boozled England in the quadruple treaty ; and if 
any thing were wanted to establish the fact of its 
connivance, it is, that the frontier is all but 
publicly open, and any person,- taking only ordi- 
nary precaution, can go and return from Don 
Carlos* I understood that an English merchant, 
partner in a lai^e house in the city, went into 
head-quarters very lately ; and when I proposed 
to go, no objection was made about my passport, 
which was backed most commodiously in general 
for Spain, without specifying any route ; so that^ 
without resorting to smuggling, or any underhand 
means to procure an entrance, you will be en- 
abled to pass the French posts with a passport en 
rigle t and of course you have arranged that the 
Carlists will receive you^ before making the expe- 
ripient* 
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CHAPTER III. 



But I cannot leave Bayonne without saying a 
word or two more about it, even if it were only as a 
sign-post to those unfortunate strangers, who, Uke 
myself, may yet be cast away upon its sands. 

The most remarkable circumstance which I 
found on the northern frontier of Bayonne, was 
the manner in which the damsels ride on horse- 
back ; they having found, withoiitthe intervention* 
of pantaloons, and notwithstanding all the obstruc- 
tions of petticoats, that the easiest and surest 
mode to get a firm seat, is cross-legged, like us, the 
Nimrods of the creation. The first lady I met in 
that way was old and ugly, and I fancied sfaie took 
to the astride because she was too feeble to manage 
the side-saddle; but when I saw the young and 
the pretty also crossed in the same manner, I 
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blushed up to the eyes for them, and^ being come 
to the age of sentimentality, could scarcely venture 
to look upon the ankle too far displayed, and the 
bundle of petticoats lapped over the pummel of 
the saddle, without feeling that the daughters of 
Eve in the Basque were carrying their prerogatives 
a little too far. In Turkey, the women always 
ride in the same fashion ; but then their natural 
costume is suited to the task : here, where the 
under-clothing is framed on a different principle, 
it is shocking — it is immodest. 

To the south of Bayonne, bordering on the 
Pyrenees, the fair sex have established a more 
convenient system, which is called a cacolat, and 
two of them, sitting in a chair or basket, are 
suspended at each side of the horse ; a quantity 
of weight being added to the lighter, to make the 
balance even. Sometimes, a man and his wife 
take a matrimonial excursion, each hampered on 
the sides of old Dobbin ; and numerous are the 
jests of the passers-by, on some dumpy lady sit- 
ting in the midst of her fat, while the husband is 
obliged, from his diminutive size, to take in a 
quantity of ballast to make an even poise with his 
baggage at the other side of the way. Except 
this fashion of equitation, I know nothing the 
Bayonne womenkind are remarkable for : as for 
beauty x)f face, they have none ; and as to shape. 
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they are thin and meagre exactly where they 
should be showy ; and it would take a lai^e im- 
portation from the Rue Vivienne before they were 
fitted to the Dutch market. 

I did not fail to visit the grave-yard, where the 
British officers, who fell in the sortie from the 
citadel, on the 14th of April, 1814, are interred. 
Every one knows that General Sir John Hope, in- 
tending to anticipate a sortie which the garrison 
was about to make^ was surprised himself, and 
that he was taken prisoner, and several of our 
brave fellows came to an early grave. The sur- 
viving officers of the Coldstream Guards enclosed 
a small plot of ground, about twenty feet square, 
with a substantial wall often feet high, and there 
deposited the bodies of their fallen comrades, with 
a stone to mark the rank and name of each. Some 
years ago, Mr. Harvey, the British Consul at 
Bayonne, and who was wounded in the action, 
further erected a handsome tablet to the memory 
of his brother officers. 

On the outside of the wall, a broad stone bears 
this record — 

** Burial-place of the British Officers, especially of the 
Coldstream Guards, who fell in action, near to thi# 
spot, on the t4th April, 1814, the night of the sortie 
from the Citadel of Bayonne/' 
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And within^ in the southern wall, a neat tablet 
is thus inscribed — 

Sacred to the Memory 
Of the uDderoamed British Officers 

Who gallantly fell at the sortb made by the Garrison 

from the Citadel of Bayonne, 

On the 14tii of April, 1814. 

Coldstream Guards — Lieut.-Col. G« Collier* 

Lieut.-Col. Sia Henrt Sullivan. 
Captains— Hon. W. G. Crofton. 

W. BURROUCHES. 

Lieutenant T. Vachell. 
W. Pitt. 
1st Regt. of Guards — Ensign W. Vahe. 
3rd Regt. of Guards— Captain C. L. White. 

G. B. Shifner. 
Lieutenant T. Holbourme^ 
6th' Regt. — Lieutenant L. Hamilton. 

This Tablet was placed to the memory of the above-named 
Officers^ by their friend and companion at the sortie, 

G. V. Harvey, 

Formerly Captain in the Coldstream Guards, 
and since His Majesty's Consul at 
Bayonne. 1830. 
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At a short distance from this grav6-yard» the 
large dep6tisto be seen^ which received the bodies 
of the private soldiers slain in the action. It bears 
no record, and the mound of earth is nearly over- 
grown with fern and brambles ; and it is with some 
difficulty that it can be made out. 

Without affecting to be sentimental, I Jcnow 
nothing, abroad, which more forcibly recalls home 
to the mind of the traveller, than the tombstone 
of a departed countryman ; and I stood an hour 
over these cold memorials of the past, thinking 
of the fate of these gallant men, bom some to high 
fortune, thus fallen before their time, and imagin* 
ing in what part of the world, removed from the 
wife of my love, and the children of my heart, I 
should find a final rest, perhaps without a record 
of my name, or a friend to breathe a sigh to my 
memory. Can man carve out his own destiny ? 
or why is it that we are made the sport of fortune, 
and, with every reluctance to embrace a particular 
course of life, that we are compelled to pursue it ? 
Driven about the world against my will — separated, 
often for many months, from those I love, and 
who exist only to love me — it is when I visit the 
tpmbs of Englishmen, in foreign climes, that I feel 
there is perhaps a more cruel paiig reserved for 
them and me ; and that is, to have my bones laid 
in some remote spot, on which their tears can never 
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fall, nor over ivhich their prayers can ne'er be 
heard. But what has the reader to do with me or 
mine ? and if I bore him any further^ it is possible 
that he may wish my book in the grave, and the 
writer to the devil, d FAnglaise. 

Having heard, while I was at Bayonne^ that the 
Carlists were about to attack the iete-de-pont of 
the Bidassoa^ where the refugee Christinos of 
Saint Sebastian had for some time past entrenched 
themsel^es^ and professed rather to be buried 
in the ruins than surrender, I went down to 
see some of their fine speeches set to action. As 
we approached the spot, the day being peculiarly 
fine, a delightful and extensive view of the Pyrenees 
and the Bay of Biscay was afforded, and we were 
enabled to trace, on the different hills, the stations 
which the British army occupied on entering 
France in 1814. No point fixed more our attention 
than that on the summit of Mount Saint Marcial, 
where the Duke of Wellington stood and gave 
orders on the day of the battle of the Pyrenees, 
when Soult was so gallantly repulsed. The 
Spanish auxiliaries behaved well on that occasion ; 
and the country was so well pleased with the 
fame which was gathered on the hill, that they 
elected Mount Saint Marcial to the rank of a 
Lieutenant- General in their army ; and that Gre- 
nadier of a Crag has, I believe, even to this day, 
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the honout* to be placed nearly at the head of the 
official list of general officers. After this, who can 
say that the nation is ungrateful ? 

The bridge over the Bidassoa crosses at the foot 
of the French village of Behobiuy and touches 
Spain about half a league from the town of Irun ; 
and when the Carlists overran the provinces, ^nd 
drove the Christinps out of the frontier town, 
about two hundred of the latter took refuge at 
the bridge, and constructed a house, with some at- 
tempt at fortification, to protect them. This post 
has proved a great annoyance to the Carlists, as it 
cuts the high road to France, which would other- 
wise be open to them; and it is also injurious to 
France, as it arrests all the merchandise which 
would pass in, by that easy door, by nominal con- 
traband ; but the former have not been able to get 
possession of it, and the latter, with that doubtful 
policy which has characterized its relation to 
Spain, has given to it protection. The Carlists 
were, I found, masters of the whole country, and 
even of the houses which were within ten paces of 
the post ; and if the French were neutral, no diffi- 
culty would be found in reducing it ; but the 
general-in-chief had declared, that if a single bul- 
let fell on his territory, he would reply in good 
earnest ; and, as the bridge was so situated that 
any bullet which missed its mark must fall into 
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France, the Carlists had not been able to carry it, 
as they might do after an hour's cannonade ; and 
the tetS'de-pont still remained, to their great morti- 
fication. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



It was announced in Bayonne, that the Carlists 
were at last determined to force the bridge ; that a 
battery of t&ree heavy pieces had been constructed ; 
and that four battalions had entered Irun the 
day previous, which General Gomez had des- 
tined for the service, — which set the town into 
motion: and the Pr6fet, and Sous-Prefet, and 
General Harispe with two regiments and some 
pieces of artillery, set out to strengthen the corps 
of observation at Behobia, and to punish the Car- 
lists in case the French territory was violated. 
The Carlists^ finding that the French authorities 
were about to take a decided part, sent over a 
letter to General Harispe, undertaking, as I under- 
stood, not in the least degree to annoy his side of 
the river — to confine their operations solely to a 
short cannonade and assault, by the bayonet, of 
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the post ; and entreating that he would preserve a 
strict neutrality : but the letter was returned un- 
opened, and Gomez, whose orders from Don Car- 
los were strictly to avoid all source of discord with 
his neighbours throughout, was forced to abandon 
the project, and to withdraw the cannon from the 
battery. Indeed, the position of the Carlists in this 
respect was tantalizing ; because, as the river wound 
very much, near Behobia, and the bridge was con- 
nected with a tongue of land, at each side of which 
the French territory ran parallel within a few yards, 
it was quite impossible to throw even stones at the 
post, not to speak of discharging cannon or mus- 
ketry, without some of the missives falling into the 
fields of the other land ; and the Christinos, it was 
said, whenever an attack had been made, had them^ 
selves thrown a ball or two into France, with the 
hope that the batteries would open, and force their 
enemies to retreat. This had so often proved the 
case, that all the houses between the hills and the 
river were more or less shattered by the French 
cannonade. 

There were about one hundred and fifty Chris- 
tinos in the fort, who were relieved every month 
from the garrison of St. Sebastian, and who were 
provided with food and ammunition from France — 
for payment, of course ; and they amused them- 
selves the whole day by popping at any Carlist 



DON CARLOS. 27 

who might be visible iu the neighbouring fields or 
the projecting crag which overlooked them. I 
saw one of their foes, whom they had been crack- 
ing at for half an hour v^thout hitting, dancing in 
derision of their bad aim ; . and the abuse of his 
companions at the Christinos, in that Billingsgate 
so abundant in the mouths of the low Spaniards, 
could be distinctly heard at our side of the river. 
A large house, which was within a dozen paces of 
the Christino post, was filled with a Carlist band 
of observation. They were enclosed during the 
day ; as, if a head were seen for an instant, a bullet 
was certain to be sent at it ; but they communi- 
cated with their friends at night« 

The Carlists complained, and with reason, of the 
French government ; as it was certain, if they were 
allowed to attack the post vrithout fear of the 
consequences of one of their bullets falling in 
France, they might carry it in an hour ; and at 
present it sealed the high road to them. They 
proposed that the Christinos should be ordered 
away, as the possession of the Ute-de-pont could 
not in any way aid the operations of their army ^ 
and they argued that they should not be tolerated 
in making a <;ause of quarrel between the French 
and Carlist troops, in carrying on a war, against 
which no reprisal could be made by even a supe- 
rior force. The French officers admitted to me, in 
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conversation, the unhandsome dealing of their 
government; but always concluded with that qut 
voulez vousf which terminates the reasoning of 
a Frenchman when his logic or rhetoric beg'ms to 
fail him. With this exception, the communication 
was friendly, on the Bidassoa, between France and 
Spain, though the whole province was in the 
hands of the CarUsts, and I saw men and women 
momentarily passing under the surveillance of the 
gendarmerie. 

Our party had a permission to examine the post 
and the banks of the river, but on parole that we 
would not cross into Spain ; as, in consequence of 
the expected attack on the tite-de-porit, all 
licenses were suspended for a few days : and I was 
amused by the conversation which took place 
between the chief of the police and the gentle- 
man who had the kindness to guide us ; as the 
latter was well known to make frequent incursions 
to Spain, sometimes with leave, and oftener by 
contraband. The policeman repeated to him the 
number of occasions on which he had crossed the 
frontier without leave, and the places he had 
stopped at, and the persons he had spoken to, 
on the other side ; and proved clearly that a sys- 
tem of espionage in the French interest was 
established up to the head-quarters of Don Car- 
los ; but added that, as the gentleman's business 
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was 'well known, provided he gave no hindrance to 
the policy of Louis Philippe, he should meet with 
every possible facility in future. The other re*- 
plied in\he same cool tone ; and the most fViendly 
intercourse appeared to subsist between this of- 
ficer, whose business it Was to entrap the smugglers, 
and this gentleman, whose known employment it 
was to make the contraband. The person in 
tjuestion afterwards explained to me the usual 
plan of proceeding when he wished to evade the 
law; but so strict an eye was maintained on our 
proceedings, that we were recalled from a walk 
along the banks of the river, lest we should have 
been tempted to wade across. 

'I met a variety of persons at Behobia, daily in 
communication with Spain, who agreed in the 
same account of the whole of the four provinces 
being in possession of Don Carlos, wiUi the ex- 
ception of certain large towns, and of the int^ior 
of them being organized, as if in a state of pro- 
found peacie. They concurred in stating that Cata- 
lonia was in full insurrection, with no less than 
20,(iOO men under arms, and that the Christinos 
were shut up in the cities, such as Oerona and 
Barcelona, where they were almost in a state 
of siege* This news, confirmed by Spaniards of 
both parties, and by the French police, startled 
xne not a little; particularly after the ideas which 
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fv^e btd in London of the coming tfiumph of the 
merastires taken by M. Mendizabal ; and I began 
to'anticipate another panic on the Stock Exchange, 
and a fresh day of ruin for the h<dders of Spanish 
bonds. . . 

We met, on the road to St. Jean de Luz^ a 
nomber of wagons/ laden with provisions, to be 
embarked there for St. S^astian, as that place 
was so closely invested that not a pound of meat 
nor a pint of milk was to be procured from»the 
country, and every thing had to be sent by sea 
from France. Even the linen had to be washed 
in Fmnce, as the Carlists were determined not to 
give so much as a drying-ground outside the gates. 
Indeed, the inhabitants of St; Sebastian were, we 
were aissured, in the greatest possible alarm, as the 
Caf lists had taken possessionof a hill which com* 
manded ithe town,' and had made preparations to 
bombard it, and as the garrison was confined to 
500 men, and insufficient to make a sortie. 

I found St. Jean de Luz, as well as Bayonne, 
full of Spaniards, who had emigrated in conse- 
quence of the civil war. They were, in general, 
families of the Queen's party, who had abandoned 
towns occupied by the Carlists ; and they did not 
fall far short in number of 6000 persons. Ma'ny 
of them were poor, and undergoing much pri- 
vation ; but several were very rich ; and I dined 
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at St. Jean de Luz with a young bride, who had 
brought, a few weeks before, a fortune of 60,000 
dollars to her husband. The consequence of such 
an inroad of strangers tnkde Bayonne very ex- 
pensive : apartments and provisions were much 
augmentect in price, and the poorer Spaniards were 
60 far reouced, and iinable to meet the necessary 
outlay, that families clubbed together; and I 
heard of seven of eight people occupying the 
same room. How they managed to exist without 
the beloved puchero, I could not imagine, as I 
found that the main article of garvansos was 
not to be procured in France, and was only at* 
tainable when the comihunidation with the «oiith- 
em provinces wa4 open. It is to be hoped that 
the coming of the Spaniards into France,, like the 
inroads of the Moors into Spain, will improve, if 
not the bloody at least the beauty, of the Bayonne 
womankind ; and that some of the soul of the 
dark eye and voluptuous person of the Spanish 
girl will be transmitted to those frigid damsels, 
who would be stocks or stones if they had not 
coquetry enough to give them some show of 
sensibility. 

The rising contest between the French autho- 
rities and the CarUsts was finally settled by both 
parties agreeing to dismount the batteries which 
the one bad erected to protect their territory from 



n 



32 THE COURT AND CAMP OF 

dishonour; and the other for the purpose of 
driving the Christinos from the iiie-^e^pont. 
Gomez, the general who commanded at Irun» 
declared, at first, that he had been ordered to take 
the post on the bridge at any price, and that he 
could not give up the undertaking without con* 
suiting wilh head*quarters ; but Generaf^ttarispe 
was very short with him, and protested that if 
he did not level his batteries within twenty-^four 
hours, he would knock them about his ears : he 
at the same time explained that by treaty France 
and Spain were bound not to erect additional for* 
tifications on the frontiers ; and, as it was in virtue 
of that treaty he would act, he called down all the 
garrison of Bayonne, with a park of thirty guns, to 
Behobia, as a proof of the solidity of his inten*^ 
tions. The Carlist chief admitted that this was a 
new view of the case ; but he adroitly turned it to 
his advanti^e, by calling on Harispe to level the 
works which he himself had raised, and to compel 
the Christinos to evacuate the post which they 
had formed at the foot of the bridge. Harispe 
admitted the propriety of his demand, and con-^ 
sented to remove his guns when the other had 
demolished all bis works ; but as to the tile-de- 
pont, that was an affair which he could not, for the 
moment, undertake to decide. 

AU these negociations tended to close, for the 
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moment, the route usaally chosen by persons 
crossing into Spain in the open manner I proposed 
to do ; and it was finally determined, after several 
days' negociationBy that I shonld take the moun- 
tain roady by St. Pr6 and Sare, and cross at once 
into the valley of the Bastan, so often mentioned 
in the brief records of this civil war. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Having provided ourselves with all that was 
necessary to clear the frontier, in the shape of 
private signals, and to defend our heads and feet 
from the snow and rain, and our passports being 
backed by the English Consul, and armed with 
a special authority from the French Sous-Pre- 
fet and the police, we started at break of 
day, on the first of December, to explore our 
way by the route usually taken by smugglers. We 
did not mount our horses within the town ; but 
having sent them, with the little luggage allowed 
to be taken, a short distance in advance, we com- 
menced our journey without any observation, and 
dived at once into the sinuosities of the Basque 
mountains. The road was little better than a 
bridle track, and only wide enough to adm\t the 
narrow cart, drawn on its creaking wheels by the 
little oxen of the hills ; but the country about us, 
and the loveliness of the weather — I can say 
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loveliness, even though it was the first of De- 
cember — made us soon forget the discomforts of 
the way. The Pyrenees were clear to the very 
tops, and lay before us in every variety of undu- 
lation, from the gentle hill to the bared crag, as 
if barring our passage J while all the lower eleva- 
tions and the plain were studded with the white 
houses of the peasantry, looking as pastoral as a 
bright sun could make them. The fields bore the 
remnants of their abundant harvest; tLnd the 
snugness of the villages, as well as the number of 
detached cottages, and the traces of culture, 
proved the providence of Nature, and that her 
gifts had not been allowed to languish unem- 
ployed. The houses of the poorest peasant were 
large oblong buildings, the main part being, if 
I may say so, at the gable-end ; and a coarse 
wooden 'balcony ran along each range df windows, 
protected from the rain by the large projecting 
eaves. There were few handsome mansions ; but 
the whole bespoke comfort/ though many of them 
wtoted that indispensable necessary of other 
climes, glazed windows ; but habit reconciles us 
to every thing, and I understand a pane of glass is 
a luxury to which eveh people with some fortune 
do not aspire. 

I was told th&t the Basque people had 
gained abundantly by the Carlist war ; and such 
were the profits bn smuggling men, goods, or 
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horseft, across the frontiep, that ftU bad aequir^d 
weaitb ; and those whose lands were eaettHiber^d 
by mortgages )iad been enabled to elear then» off^ 
Don Carlos being cbliged for a long period to 
procure every thing from France, a vegular syatein 
of violating the frontier was adopted ; and, not* 
withstanding the real or pietended diligence .of the 
French ctistom^hoase and gendarmeney muskets, 
powder, and clothing were daily passed across. 
The smugglers charged 75 franes to take in a nian^ 
and 100 for a horse ; and they managed to raise 
the price of powder, by their charges, so that for a 
long time every pound eost as much as six francs. 
It is possible that the French government was^ not 
acting with good faith, and that the frontier was 
but badly watched ; but it must be admitted that 
the total barring of it is a very difficult operation, 
and there are so many passes in the mountains, 
and so many means of evading a pursuit, that not 
only hundreds, but thousands, of men would be 
required to do it effectually. 

We were not long on our journey before we 
found ourselves in the midst of the lesser moun* 
tains, and among a variety of paths which made it 
doubtful which was the true line ; and our guide 
found himself, as often guides do; frequently at 
fault. On these occasions, our only resource was 
to make across the country to one of the cottages ; 
and^ if we had not taken the precaution to bring 
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a man who understood the Basque, we ekould have 
been mtidli embarraBsed, as few among die pea^mF^ 
try spoke French. Thus* breathing the. pare- air 
of the billSy and galloping oyer the open country^ 
we filled' ouEsel res with that. delight which, qaiek 
exercise and the dmrms of nature ever inspire^ in^*- 
creased by the idea, that, had we remained in Lon^* 
don or Parts, a iireaide would have been our sole 
lesotarce. . 

Driving about in this happy manner, we reaeb* 
edy at one -O-doek, the Tillage of Sare, whieh 
is the- last on the French frontier, and where all 
the arrangements must be finally made to insure 
a safe deliverance into Spain. We were stopped 
by gendarmes, and underwent aiv examination by 
the military commandant, and had our servant and 
the three horses of the party registered at the cus- 
torn-house, and security given for their being re- 
turned into France. We then got a good dinner — 
the last, probably, to be tasted for some days, and 
about three o'clock set sail again, hoping that no 
further impediment would be given* 

The mountain soon became more diiBcult, and 
oar little horses began to reel and stagger under 
their loads amid the rugged tracks, and we had in 
some cases to descmid and lead them down the 
broken rock ; but we moved on gaily, the day 
being delightful^ and refreflhed by the idea that 
the frontier would soon be cleared, and our steps 
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into Spaiil recognised by the Carlist authorities 
before nightfall ; as we were naturally anxious foi* 
daylight and fair play^ on account of the faa« 
tred supposed to be borne to England^ in conse* 
quence of so many of our countrymen joining the 
standard of the Queen. . Our vexation may there* 
fore' be conceived , when, at the top of a lonely 
mountain^ we .were stopped by two armed cus- 
tom-house officers^ who refused to let us pass ; al- 
leging*, not that our papeos were irregular, but that 
they could not read, and, consequently, could not 
decide whether they were right or not. In vain 
we pointed outto them all the seals of office ; in vain 
we explained our passes and the custom-house 
receipts: — ^no; they were determined to bar the 
road, and presented their pieces when we made a 
show of moving on. We represented the folly of 
their conduct, and to what punishment they exposed 
themselves for arresting passengers whose papers 
were in rule ; and we alleged the evident necessity 
of clearing the frontier by daylight. They were 
obstinate as mules^ and said it was not their fault* 
but the fault of the government who employed 
them on that station^-as they could not read, and 
that the ^ustom^^house should have sent an escort 
to pass us on« Our reasoning being in vain, we 
were by favour allowed to send the guide back to 
Sare, to entreat the commandant to send some- 
body to have us relieved; and we dismounted. 
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and sat.down.qn a hillock, to vent our rage and 
cool our l^eeb ibr mpre than three hours^ iiQtil the 
fibadea of night, lying in the Yalleys, while the 
mountain tops were still brightened by the sun b 
rays, showed us that the very thing which we took 
60 much precaution against, viz., travelling in the 
dark, must be our fate, even if we were released. 
At lengthy the messenger came, and we were set at 
liberty ; and the two poor devils, finding they 
were wrong, earnestly besought that we would not 
report against them, and offered to conduct us as 
far as the frontier, to prevent another annoyance 
of the same kind. 

As we wound up th^ hill, we caught a view of 
the village of Zugaramurdi, the nearest in Spain, 
towards which all the great smuggling is directed, 
and where a Carlist force of 1000 men was sta**- 
tioned, to protect and assist the contrabuid« . 

It was into that village that Don Carlos made 
his entry on foot ; and it was Hkewise there that 
the Infante Don Sebastian also retouched his na- 
tive soil.. The manner in which Don Garloa passed 
in the open day is already before thie public; but I 
am not certain if it be known that he, and the gen- 
tleman from Bayonne who accompanied him, met 
a gendarme soon after they got into the mountain 
track, and asked him, as a favour, to accompany 
them as far as Sare ; by which expedient they re? 
moved all suspicion, and prevented questioning on 
the .road. The Infante, after getting rid of his 
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companioDy dined at the house of a friend who was 
prepared for his coming ; and» as the night closed 
in, walked across the hill to the village above 
mentioned. He travelled under a Mexican name, 
and with a Mexican passport, which was regularly 
backed in France. As to Don Sebastian, who fol- 
lowed the same course, he stopped at the Hotel 
at Bayonne for a day, and made good his ground 
under an English name and with a British pass^- 

port- 

Happily for our wanderings, the moon rose up, 
and we crossed the frontier without any difficulty, 
except that occasioned by the ruggedness of the 
track ; and we took leave of our custom-house 
guides, promising not to report against them, and 
giving them some money in recompense for their 
escort. They refused the cash for a long time, 
but their scruples were overcome ; and we after- 
wards entertained an idea that all their first seve- 
rity was put on with the hope of inducing us to 
pay them for the passage, as, more or less, all the 
mountain guards make a profit of winking at, 
or asfflsting, the contraband. 

Close to the frontier, we passed the ruins of an 
old house which had been converted into a fort by 
the Cariists, and which Rodil, when he overran 
the country, destroyed. It serves at present as a 
record of the brutality of that general, and as a 
better landmark for the frontier than the small 
angular stone which properly denotes the line. 



J>Ofr CARLOS. 41 



CHAPTER VI. 



We now entered Navarre, in the country of the 
Bastan, and could see by the moonlight the valleys; 
lying between the hills, which are renowned for 
their fertility, and which have been always tilled* 
notwithstanding the horrors of the civil war ; and 
we pushed on with the hope of reaching the town 
of Lesaca at an hour early enough to see the 
Carlist authorities, and receive the passports ne- 
cessary to our further route. We descended a 
steep and rugged tracks and galloped across about 
a mile of level ground; then mounted another 
hill, and made another great descent; and were 
calculating upon an early arrival, when, suddenly 
starting on our road, two armed men rushed forth 
with the eager exclamation of *' Qaien viveV' If 
Lord Palmerston himself wa9 there, or the four 



42 THE COURT AND CAMP OF 

ministers who signed the quadruple treaty, they 
must have done as we did, or got a bullet in the 
head ; and so we gave the reply current in Na- 
varre, and required by the discipline of the army ; 
namely, ** Carlos Quitito ; " on which the party 
exclaimed, '^ Halta!" and one of them advanced 
and required the countersign. Now, this was a 
word or thing which I was not prepared to give ; 
but my friend who accompanied me understood 
his business better, and, taking the speaker aside, 
repeated some sounds in his ear, which produced 
the exclamation of '* J migo!'^ 9ind many hearty 
welcomes. We then requested him to escort us 
to Lesaca ;' but he declared he was under orden^ 
to get all strangers registered at Vera, another 
village near the frontier, and, with many apologies, 
requested Us to turn out of our intended route, to 
save him from censure. We complied, of course ; 
and he and his companion, running like grey- 
houilds at our side, though loaded with gun and 
great-coats, kept our horses at the best pace their 
tired state and the mountain-path would allow. 
It was not very agreeable to change our plans, 
particularly as my friend was well known at 
Lesaca, and calculated on a^ood supper and good 
beds ; but a soldier *s duty could not be resisted ; 
and we passed along tl)e mountain-side amid a 
glorious moonlight, until the white houses of the 
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village and the light of the open cottages became 
visible. We asked our companion what was the 
news ; and he replied, with animation, that the 
accounts from Catalonia were most encouraging, 
and that the revolt had communicated to every 
part of that province ; and my friend pointed out 
that declaration to me as an additional proof of 
what he had been labouring some days to convince 
me of — namely, that the province of Catalonia 
was now the chief seat of the war, and from whence 
Don Carlos calculated to find the surest road to 
Madrid. 

The entrance of the village was soon gained, 
and as the clatter of the horses' heels were heard 
on the pavement, a crowd of women and children, 
many of them holding pieces of lighted wood, 
thronged to welcome us ; and we p$issed, among 
the hearty salutations of thepeople (who no doubt 
imagined that we were come to take service), along 
a narrow causeway, through a street of half-a-mile 
in length, until we stopped at the lai^est house in 
the village, where the commissioner of Don Carlos 
for the present resided. Some twenty voluntarios, 
as they are called, or local soldiers of the pro- 
vince» drew up before us, as a guard of honour or 
security ; and the cpmnxissioner, and a nice fat 
old lady, and a pretty daughter;, with a pair of dark 
eyes, descended to give us welcome. I inquired 



44 THE COrBT AHD CAMP OF 

from an old fellow, if this was the fonda^ or inn ; 
but he answered, with some pride, that it was not, 
but that beds and supper would be found us as 
cheerfully as if it were ; and we were requested to 
enter and feel ourselves at home. The comnns^ 
sioner and my fiiend then passed into a separate 
room, where the private signals were given and re- 
ceived ^ and we were told we should be provided 
with regular passes and an escort in the morning. 

We found in the same house two persons who 
had smuggled themselves in, a few hours before 
us; both were Frenchmen: one had married an 
Englishwoman, and was looking for service with 
Don Carlos as a mode of maintaining her ; the 
other was a cuirassier^ who had been compromised 
in the affair of April at Paris. Both had crossed 
without regular authorization, and the commis- 
sioner refused to let them pass on, until he had 
written, and received orders from head-quarters. 
He offered to pass them on our responsibility ; 
but I, of course, declined meddling in any matter 
which concerned the civil war. 

Our kind hostess stood high, it was said, 
m the good graces of one of the Cariist offi- 
cers ; but, though she could not return his affec- 
tion, he would not despair, and his love seemed 
to grow upon her distaste. Who can explain 
the paradox? Why should this be? '• I love 
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my love, because I know my love loves me/' is a 
philosophical truth lighted upon by the author of 
an old ballad ; but that the same result should 
arise from the opposite reason^ is out of nature as 
well as logic. My fat dame was, however, very 
amicable, and prepared us a good supper, and then 
gave us a short chronicle of her life. She most 
prided herself on an acquaintance with the Duke 
of Wellington, who had once lodged in her house 
in this very tillage ; and she recalled with pleasure 
the money she had made by supplying his army, 
when in the Pyrenees, with coffee, tea, and name* 
less other good offices. 

. The Duke was her first love ; but Don Carlos 
was now her passion ; and she descanted on his 
virtues and valour as long as her tongue or rather 
our patience could last. I could not help admiring 
the spirit of the old lady, and 1 took it a»an earn- 
est of the feeling which pervaded all classes of 
the people in these provinces in his favour* She 
had four sons, all of whom were with the Infante, 
one of them in his guard of honour, and she had 
just bought the horse and completed the uniform 
of the youngest, whom she was about to devote to 
the same cause. '* I will give his cuerpo^'^ (literally, 
his body, but meaning his life, as she expressed 
it,) •' as a regalo (a present) to my king," she 
exclaimed; ^* I would give my own life to preserve 
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my child's^ but all I have belongs to my king, and 
^ my purse and my children are equally at bis 
service." She then took me through her well- 
filled granaries, where piles of Indian com pro- 
claimed that she was well off in the world ; but 
she declared that she had no other object in life 
than to see Don Carlos prosper, ilnd to believe 
that her family were advancing his cause. The 
daughter did not talk so much, but she did more, 
and placed a roasted fowl on the table and perfectly 
clean linen on the beds, and bade us good night 
with so sweet an accent, that we wished it to be 
prolonged till daybreak. 

This was one of the villages which Rodil, in his 
fire-raising and exterminating campaign, treated 
more tenderly than many others, but still it bore 
marks of his ferocity, and the ruins of houses which 
he levelled are to be seen. General Oraa was here 
subsequently, and he is well spoken off, as he did 
no wanton mischief, and treated the people as if 
they were human beings, not savages. Eighteen 
months ago, the whole of this country was in 
possession of the Queen's troops, and the com- 
munication between the towns where they had 
garrisons was kept up by guerillas, who were 
called peseleros, from their receiving a peseta, or 
tenpencCjL per day. These fellows will be long 
remembered for their robberies and cruelties ; and 
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when the Navafese wish ta express hatred of any 
person, they compare him to a pesetero. 

It was through these valleys that Don Carlos was 
hunted so clofiiely by Rodil, and near to the village 
of Vera itself where he made so extraordinary 
an escape when his enemies had all but succeeded 
in catching their hare. The Christinos had lined 
the whole frontier, and occupied every village, and 
kept up a chain of posts on every mountain, so 
that Don Carlos was literally shdt up in a trap ; 
and RoHil made so certain of his prey, that he an- 
nounced his good fortune to Madrid ; and the 
authorities at Bayonne made so sure that Don 
Carlos would be compelled to flee across the fron- 
tier, that apartments were prepared for him in the 
citadel, and the Prefet, General Harispe, and the 
municipality, and a band of music, came down to 
Sare, to receive him with the honours due to his 
birth. At length, Rodil drew in his posts to a 
common centre, beating the bushes to find the 
Infante hid under one of them ; but, to his surprise, 
the game had stolen away ; and it appeared that 
Don Carlos had slipped through one of the passes, 
and was raising the war in the Borunda, while his 
enemies thought they had him safe in the Bastan. 
I apply the name of Bastan, in order to mark the 
country in broad characters ; though, if I were to 
speak with strict correctness, this district should 
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be called cinco villas, or five towns^ and the 
Bastan would properly commence a little more to 
the eastward. 

It was near this village of Vera that Mina met 
his first check in that mad attempt of invasion of 
hisy in 1830, when certain holders of Spanish 
stock in London made up a purse of a few hundred 
pounds, in order that they might advance the price 
of Cortes bonds, even for one day, by a flaming 
bulletin from him. He passed through the town, 
but was afraid to retain possession of it ; and he 
took up a position on the neighbouring mountain, 
as the people almost unanimously refused to join 
him ; but which he quickly abandoned for a retreat 
into France, when he found that a superior force 
was marching from Pampeluna against him. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



We were, at the break of day, anxious to prosecute 
our journey, but the rain was descending in tor-* 
rentd, and we had the mortification of believing 
that we had protracted our excursion until the 
moment when the weather was to break up. Our 
fat landlady came to condole with us on the occa- 
sion, and her pretty daughter to administer the 
comforts of a cup of chocolate, which every one in 
Spain begins the day with ; and the old lady com- 
menced her Wellington campaigns, and vented her 
customary tirades against the Christinos^ parti^ 
cularly those of her village, whom she described 
ad muy mala gente — malisima-^'* very bad peo- 
ple---the worst possible." 

The chocolate in Spain is administered in little 
cups, like custard-glasses, and is eaten with mor- 

c 
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sels of toasted bread, which are sopped in it* 
Some persons find it nutritiye and agreeable, 
while others complain that it prodc^es the heart- 
born ; but he who wishes to travel comfortably 
through Spain must use himself betimes to it, as 
nothing else is to be had in the morning at any 
inn, and the strength of one's appetite must be 
reserved for mid-day. On descending, J found 
a party of twenty volunteers, among whom was 
one of our friends of the evening, lounging about 
the door. They were all well armed and com^^ 
fortably dad, though not exactly according to the 
ideas that we in England entertain of what a 
military uniform should be. Every man had his 
warm great coat, though I cannot undertake to 
swear to the soundness of the under-garments. 
They all wore a kind of mdcassm or sandal, (which 
all Spaniards delight in, as it is light tad flexible 
to the foot, and does not press the instep like a 
boot or shoe,) and the flat cloth cap peculiar to 
these provinces, which has given rise to the title 
of chapel gorrh, assumed by the Christino^ gue- 
rillas. ' . 
They were not classed in. the army of operation, 
nor even bore the name of soldier, but called them- 
selves voluntariosy and aflected to have it believed 
that they w^re fighting only from a love of the 
cause, and out of their own free-will. There were 
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nearly four thousand of these men, we understood, 
in each of the four provinces, and they undertook 
to do all the internal duty, to observe the motions 
of the enemy, and, whenever any part of the army 
of operations came into their district, they were 
prepared to act in concert with it. They were in 
fact the peasantry of the country organized for 
mutual defends, and who, in the absence of mili- 
tary palls, tilled the fields, and peiformed all the 
rural wcfrk: — ^and admirably did they fulfil both 
duties, for a strict watch was kept by them 
on every station where a dozen Christinos could 
be found '6r might be expected ; and the stubble 
of the Indian corn, and the winter traces of the 
summef cultivation almost to the very tops of the 
mountains, showed ihat the labour of the farm had 
not a moment been neglected. Their attachment 
to I>oii Carlos was proverbial ; and the manner in 
which one of our party was recommended, made 
them be^Keve that we all entertained sentiments 
similar to their own, and they bade us good morn- 
ing with that warmth of manner which Spaniards 
display, above all other people, when they are 
disposed to hke their visitors. I overheard a con- 
versation amongst them about the war and the 
future chance of Don Carlos, which showed that 
they were well acquainted with what was going 
on. They were delighted with the favourable 
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ac^unts from Catalouia, and deplored the scarcity 
of cavalry in their army, which prevented it taking 
the field in good earnest, and marching on Madrid. 
They all agreed in abusing France and the French ; 
and it appears that, though such close neighbours, 
there is a national antipathy between them and 
the Basque people ; and my landlady informed me 
that there was scarcely an instance of an intermar* 
riage at either side of the frontier. A messenger 
from Catalonia came in while we were in conver- 
satio/iy and his news was eagerly sought for. He 
was immediately forwarded on horseback towards 
head-quarters, filling the people's hearts with 
delight as he rode ofi* with the details he gave of 
the progress of the revolt in that province. 

At eleven o^cIock, the weather promising to 
improve, we took leave of our hostess and her 
pretty daughter, and, furnished with an escort of 
three volunteers, started for Irun ; as we wished, 
before proceeding farther, to see General Gomez, 
and to learn what were his intentions both as to 
the port at the bridge of Behobia, and the fart 
lately taken, commanding St. Sebastian. We took 
the lower road, which soon brought us to the banks 
of the Bidassoa, and we rode along that river — here 
but a scanty stream, at the base of the mountain, 
but on a most execrable and break* neck pave- 
ment. In every direction, the valleys between 
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the mountains were well tilled ; at least* the broken 
canes of the Indian com were visible wherever a 
space fit for cultivation could be obtained ; and the 
flocks of sheep and goats, on the hill-sidesj showed 
how well provided the interior of the province was, 
and how false are all the accounts which have 
been published of the scarcity of provisions and 
distress of the peasantry, A winter tour can no* 
where be very inviting, nor can even the most 
fertile plains display the farmer's art in the month 
of December ; but no one could refuse the tribute 
of admh^tion to these varied mountains and 
smiling valleys, or avoid acknowledging the traces 
of industry which were visible on every side. 

The road in many places was quite despe-* 
rate, as it often abandoned the level of the river 
and clambered over rocks and hills ; and our little 
horses laboured hard to preserve their footing. 
Our Bayonne guide became alarmed, and dis^ 
mounted, preferring to have his feet lacerated by 
the flints to the risking of his neck ; but our eso^rt 
jumped like wild goats from rock to rock, and kept 
always in advance of us. It is quite astonishing 
the pace these brave mountaineers can travel at ; 
and he who has seen the springy step with which 
they clear every obstacle of the worst ground, will 
understand at once the superiority which they 
must have in warfare of this nature over regular 
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soldiei^ loaded with their usual equipage. The 
leader of our little party served in the war of ind^« 
pendeDce ; but he was as active as the youngest, 
and headed our horses even when they went at a 
smart trot. 

At some distance from Vera^ we met the eldest 
daughter of our little hostess conducting home the 
charger which had just been purchased for her 
youngest brother. She was a splendid gir]> and 
sat on horseback like an Amazon, and spoke like 
one who had the courage even to go to the wars 
herself. She was attended by one of the vobmta- 
rios as an escort, and her maid-servant trotted on 
foot behind, carrying her shoes in hand^ in the 
manner that the peasfint women going to market 
do in Ireland. She parted from us with the air 
of a queen ; and if beauty deserved a throne, she 
might put in her claims ; and the sun having burst 
out, and the clouds altogether given way, we pro- 
secuted our way with increased interest, startling 
the wild-goats — the chamois of this country, which 
scampered as we approached, and took refuge on 
the last crag of some over-hanging rock.. One of 
our escort pointed to the chamois^ as if in explana- 
tion of the warfare first adopted against the ChtisT 
tinos, when the Cariists, not being strong enough 
to stand their ground, lied to the almost inaccessible 
mountain-top, and laughed at t;heir enemy toiling 
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below, as the wild goats seemed now to chatter at 
us. After two hours' labour we crossed the Bidas- 
soa in ti rude boat, guided from rock to rock by a 
coarse rope»*and found a better, road on the left 
hi.^'ti> though that better was still very bad. We 
we^^ not^ibng without being challenged, and two 
men started from an old building with the usual 
Quien vivef and the regular response being given, 
which at Madrid would be treason, we were passed 
.on with a thousand benedictions. 

The country began now to improve considerably, 
and the range of the mountains to be less rugged, 
and numerous flocks of little black-nosed sheep 
were scattered on the hills, until we got opposite 
to that point where the French territory approaches 
the Spanish, and the Bidassoa divides the Jfron- 
tier. The French Basque farm-houses and white 
villages came into the prospect, and I am certain 
that the. ride would well repay the toil if made at 
any other season ; even now it was agreeable, and 
we breathed the mountain air with freedom, and 
felt not the fatigue. 

We had not moved for any length of time in 
that direction when we had another proof of the 
admirable manner in which the Carlists watch 
the country, as we were hailed unexpectedly 
from the top of a steep cn^, accessible apparently 
only to a chamoUy by a party of voluntarios^ who 
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recominended us to change the river track for the 
mountain one, as the route we were taking would 
bring us within musket-shot of the Christino post 
at the bridge of Behobia. We took the hint» and 
again climbed the heights, much to the discomfort 
of our horses, and soon reached the summit of 
those hills which the Duke of Wellington and the 
British army once occupied. It had| some months 
since, been the scene of a trifling action between 
the Christinos and the Carlists ; and our sergeant 
described the manner in which he and his compa- 
nions dislodged the Queen's troops at the point of 
the bayonet. Whether he spake truth or not, I 
do not know ; but he was full of enthusiasm, and 
I took a delight in listening to his poetical and 
heroic recital. Another half-hour's ride brought 
us close to Irun, and we made our entry, much to 
the delight of a host of idle people, mostly mili- 
tary, who thronged to see the last arrival. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Iron was never a very fascinating place ; and I 
did not aappose it coald be improved under the 
vicissitades of a civil war — ^some months ago held 
by the Christtnos^ and to-day by the CarKsts ; but 
there was one proof which made me believe that it 
was not deelinii^ ; Itnd that was, in lieu of a very 
bad inn, a very good one was established. An ex- 
cellent dinner was provided for us without oil or 
garlic, and the house appeared to be full of busi- 
ness, arising no doubt from the number of persons 
daily passing under the connivance of the French 
government. We regretted to find that General 
Gomez and his division had marched from Irun as 
soon as the dispute with General Harispe, at the 
other side, was arranged, and when he found 
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he CQold not safely prevent his attempt at the 
fort; and my friend detennined to follow him 
without delay, as our wish was to see something 
of the state of the army of operaticHis^ one divjuiion 
of which he commanded. 

We waited, in the first place, on the Alcalde, 
for the purpose of having our passports backed, 
and found him and two clerks fully employed in 
the dispatch of business ; and saw ooe proof of 
^hat I was informed I should find everywhere 
established, namely, the civil arrangement of the 
district being conducted with the same regularity 
as it was before the war. The Alcalde was an 
important personage, who spoke of Don Carlos as 
one quite secondary to himself; and he gave us a 
specimen of the harsh manner which almost 
all inferior Spanish authorities delight to exercise 
to those below them, in tormenting by n^dless 
formalities some peasant women who had just 
passed from France, and who perhaps were of 
more service than himself by aiding the con^- 
band; The deputy Alcalde was a man of bu^ipess 
and of smoke, and a violent Carlist beside ; and 
while he forwarded our papers, he puffed at his, 
little cigar, and abused the Cbristinos and revi^d 
the French, who, he said, ever were,, and ever 
would be, enemies of his^ country. He expressed 
a particular predilection for the Englishipen^ partly. 
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in return for the civility we evinced towards hiniy 
and partly for two or three pesetas which he saw 
glistening in my hand ; and he hoped that we 
would inform our fiiends that Don Carlos v^as the 
legitimate heir, and would, if we made him king, 
open his ports to our merchandise. ** I know/' 
said he, " what you want, very well ; you want 
Bilboa and Santander to receive your cottons, and 
spread them over every part of Spain. I should 
like that very much, for we should get more pesetas 
for passports, and the king would like it, for you 
would pay him a small duty ; and the people 
would like it, because they would get good clothes 
in exchange for their oil, wine, and corn ; and we 
should be all content, and send the wife of Mu5oz 
and the Liberals of Andalusia to the devil." The 
old boy had some meaning in what he said, or 
rather he lighted upon a strong truth by accident ; 
but I fancy that neither Carlists nor Christines 
will understand the logic, and we must be 
for a long time content with that contraband 
trade which, in spite of all prevention, provides 
Madrid with broad-cloth and fleecy hosiery. 

The streets of I run were full of troops, and we 
had a good opportunity of examining a specimen 
of Don Carlos's army. The officers were all well 
dressed in blue frock'^coats, and the red Basque 
bonnet . called a Boyna, with worsted or silver 
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tassels in the centre, according to the rank of the 
wearer* The men wore jackets and loose trowsers, 
some grey, aome whiCe» with sandals, rad wbke or 
red Basque bonnets. The drees wonld not stsod 
an inspectimi in Hyde Park, but it wea eood 
enough for mountain^ warfare and for the eliwate, 
and every man was provided with a grm great- 
coat, which was either brought in from France, or 
taken from the Christinoa. They all seemed to be 
light*limbed, healthy, and actire ; and I have no 
doubt better adapted for their particular service 
than troops who would show more handatHoely on 
parade. They were laughing and singing, and 
receiving their rations of a pound of meat, a pdudd 
and a half of white bread, and a pint of wine, 
which were, I understood, served out to them every 
day with the utmost regularity. 

The better families of Irun, of both parties^ bad 
gone to France, as who, with money in his pocket, 
would expose his wife and children. to the vicisai- 
tudes of a civil war ? But there were several good 
specimens of womankind Idfl; and we thought them 
all beautiful afler the meagre and affected damsels 
in the neighbourhood of Bayonne. The Spanish 
women are, it must be admitted, among the finest 
in Europe ; and those of the northern provinces, 
if they want the grace and delicacy of the Anda- 
lusian majas, have full and well*-formed persons, 
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and faces. of graat bisadity* , The eyes are not so 
mBtieioii8.astho8e in the sontk, bult tbey are large 
mdjexpressive ; and; I question :i{ a discrei^t.nian 
would mot rather aelect awifeironv Biscay^ Alava, 
or Navarre j though his taste might be ocoasionally 
led astray by the wieked glances and iasciqating 
mannera of their soathem rivals. The style of 
wearing" the; hair iS' peculiar and not unbdconiingy 
and it atileasl^ adds to the 0]>en expression^ of the 
countenance which distinguishes the women of the 
nordi : itis divided on the forehead, closdy combed 
behind, the ears/ and then plaited in one long tress^ 
n^ich' fails ^own the back as low as the waist4 

Havings as we thought, arranged every thing 
for the roirte, we set out, a party of four English* 
men« with two servants and one baggage-*inule^ 
and created no slight sensation as we rattled along 
the narrow streets, receiving adio$ Knd ahun tcom 
all the pretly lasses who popped their heads out 
<tf the windows to see us pass. But we had not 
gosse a mile on the high road, when an officer 
came at a hand-gallop after ufi>»' and requested 
ihat.w^ would sdl return to the Qoop^andante of 
thepiace« This was.a mortification to us, and one 
proposed that we. should not pay attention to the 
sammons; b«rt oar better sense prevailed, and, as 
we tamed to ^e right-about^ we perceived a party 
otvoluntarios adtaocing at a quick pace to i^econd 
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the remonstrances of the captain, in case we were 
refractory. We came back with less of glory than 
we had sallied forth, and the women received us 
as if we were enemigos in disguise ; but we made 
our way to the comandante, and drew up in line 
before his house, while he advanced to the bal- 
cony, and examined us with one eye, a green patch 
hiding the light of the other, and with the aid of 
his pretty wife, who did not keep either eye idle 
as she glanced from one to the other, and made 
comparisons, we hoped in our favour, between us 
and the cyclops who stood at. her side. The co- 
mandante gave us a military salute, and his wife 
smiled in answer to our profound courtesy ; and he, 
with his heart softened, or perhaps at her instiga- 
tion, descended to question us at the door, instead 
of causing us to dismount and ascend to him. His 
complaint against us was« that we had passed one 
night in Irun without presenting ourselves to him^ 
as the law required ; but we explained that three 
of us had but just arrived, and that the other, 
whO| it was true, did sleep in the town, erred by 
mistake, and not from any desire to slight the 
dignity of so important a personi^e as the co- 
mandante. I fancy, a word spoken into his ear by 
one of our party had an effect in prQpitiating his 
worship ; and we again sallied forth after a warm 
shake-hands from him to each, and a sweet adieu 
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from bis fadprnate, who» if I mistake not, saves 
him occasiooaUy the trouble of examining refrac* 
tory voyagers, by taking that duty on herself* The 
officer who had bidden m returoi also came to pay 
us his adieuy and to apologize for the trouble he 
had given* He was a handsome gendemanlike man, 
well dressed, with his Basque bonnet graced with 
a silver tsBsel. He was aide-de-camp to the co-^ 
mandante, and proves, I have no doubt, a useful 
person in his household as well as in the external 
duty of the department. 

We were now on the high way from Irun to 
Victoria, and our little horses seemed to relish the 
difference between a good Macadamized road and 
the mountain-track which we had employed them 
on for the two previous days; and they trotted 
along merrily, while we felt all the delight at- 
tending exercise in the open air, in a picturesque 
country, and on a fine evening, as temperate as the 
days at the close of August in England. The 
peasantry were on all sides occupied in the fields ; 
and we had another opportunity of contradicting 
the falsehoods published in England of the dis- 
tressed state of the people, and of all the men 
being pressed into the military setvice. I know 
not how many different parties we came upon 
engaged in preparing the soil for wheat-sowing, in 
the manner so original and peculiar to this pro- 
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▼ince. Eight or ten men stood in a line, each 
holding a long two«proiiged fork, w^ich they 
drove into the ground together, t^^ raiaed one 
longaod, which a womaa who was in front im-. 
mediately broke into small pieces with a kind .of 
hoe, or rather adze, fdaeed at the. end of % wooden 
handle. Next came a person with his fq^ron-fuU . 
of wheat, and scattered it with a sparing hand,, 
and then followed a harrow with a pair of little 
oxen. I do not know how far tliis process will 
meet the ideas of the English farmer ; but I can 
tell him that the result is excellent, as the crops 
are always abundant, and the bread, even down to- 
that of the soldiers' rations, is of a superlative 
whiteness. The hills were of a moderate altitude, 
and cultivation was visible even to the tops of 
many of them; while all the valleys were evi- 
dently as well tilled as any farm in Ei^laud ; and, 
notwithstanding the civil war, were under < the . 
process. of wheat-sowing, or filled with the high, 
stubble of the lately-gathered maize harvest* 

Occasionally we met one of the country carts, 
drawn by oxen, and creaking like those of Por-. 
tugal, on ungreased wooden axles, and the ;p^-, 
santry going to their homes, the women riding^ 
cacQlet, as I have already described, and the men . 
running at the horse's bead. We were joined by, 
one or two Carlist officers and a party of soldiers ; 
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the former being well mouDted, and the others 
capering along as active as moantain deer^ not 
encumbered with baggage, and holding the mus- 
ket by the muzzle, the butt-end being thrown 
over the shoulder. We also overtook a string of 
a dozen horses, which had been smuggled the 
previous night over the frontier, and were now 
going for approbation to head-quarters. An old 
Basque contrabandista accompanied them to re- 
ceive his money, which I understood would be 
paid him at Onate, at the rate of 600 francs for 
horse, saddle, and bridle. There were no less 
than from ten to twenty, I was told, daily brought 
across ; as Don Carlos was determined to employ 
all his ready money in equipping at least a 
thousand dragoons ; as it was found that the only 
disadvantage he laboured under, was the in* 
feriority and fewness of his cavalry in comparison 
with the Christinos. His partisans told me that 
the war in the provinces, where there was moun- 
tain-cover, was totally at an end, as his infantry 
was equal in number, and superior in moral as 
well as general efficacy, to the Queen's, but that 
the Christinos were enabled to move their large 
columns in safety in the plains, because they were 
protected by three thousand dragoons, while he 
had not more than eight hundred. It was by 
this explanation that Cordova's movements lately 
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were understood ; and if the map of the country 
were consulted, it would be seen that he never 
ventured into any line where he had not a clear 
open space on his flanks, protected by his cavalry, 
and unapproachable for that reason by his enemy.' 
About a couple of leagues from Irun, near the 
village of Oyarzun, we got a peep between the 
mountains of the distant fortress of St. Sebastian 
and a clear view of the citadel hanging on a rock 
above it, and the lighthouse of the harbour — a 
steep crag at a short distance to the left — I should 
, rather say, that which was the lighthouse ; for the 
Carlists, who had possession of it, as well as of 
all the neighbourhood of St. Sebastian, would not 
allow it to be served, in order to annoy the 
Christino squadron in using the post at night. 
The village of Oyarzun was remarkable for the 
fact, that while the Christinos had possession of 
nearly the whole high road from'Irun to Victoriaj 
they could not retain the village for any time ; it 
lay so conveniently open for attack or retrat from 
the mountains : and when I had passed the road, 

4 

some eighteen months ago, 1 remember the 
Carlist custom-house levying a duty on our 
luggage, though the towns at each side were in 
the hands of the Christinos. 

We continued to ride through a most picturesque 
country, full of swelling hills and smiling valleys, 
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with the clear ^hlue tops of the mountains ren- 
derii^ 4he 4^ne sablime, until the moon rose up, 
and threw an tdditioi^l air of roo^ance ; and until 
the distant churchy, and white road-side wellr 
known inp of Ast^raga became visible^ and 
announced that a good bed and good supper were 
in waiting for us ; nor were we disappointed. It 
is to be renmrked.that the inns on the line of road 
tp Madrid are well conducted in these provinces ; 
a^od it is not uQtil the traveller. gets into Castille 
that he is choked with oil and garlic, or starved 
unless he chooses to partake of messes filled with 
both. The nearer one gets to the. capital, the 
worse is the accommodation ; .aa4 after you have 
tasted the sweets of the Posada Nueva^ at Victoria^ 
you may bi4 adieu to any thing like con^rl 
until you arrive in the metropolis. The inn at 
Astigara^ is one of the best on the road, iKut 
oply by reason of the care of the old lady who 
owns itj but in consequence of the attention of one 
maid who speaks French; and of another who can 
only jabber bad Spanish, but has a pair of 
eloquent eyes which can foe iinderstood .by all 
countrymen; and under their joint iospeistioQ a hot 
supper and tea were placed . on. the table, and 
white linen laid on the beds. We^ found several 
rooma occupied by a colonel ai|d officers of one: of 
the battalions under General Gomez, which is 
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always stationed in the village, for the purpose of 
observing the garrison of St. Sebastian ; but there 
was abundant accommodation for all, and we were 
glad to find that the civil war had no effect in di- 
minishing the larder. Now, this would not exactly 
be believed in London ; and we amused our* 
selves* while discussing a roast fowl, in laughing 
at the credulity of John Bull, in giving credit to 
the stories vamped up for the interest of the Stock 
Exchange, of the reduced condition of the Carlist 
provinces. 

I was awoke before daylight by the tattoo of a 
drum, and, opening the casement, saw the young 
drum-boy, vnth a red jacket and white cap^ 
beating to arms ; and I had the pleasure of wit- 
nessing the soldiers hurrying down the mountains 
and along the roads from the different cottages 
where they were billeted, and drawing up in line 
just before the inn. Their costume was the same 
as that I have before described ; but every man 
was provided with a great-coat, which he had 
rolled up and slung across the back from the 
shoulder to the waist; and they formed parade 
with as much regularity as a regiment of more 
pretensions could do. The officers came down 
and called over the muster-roll, and inspected the 
arms with the usual strictness, and then dismissed 
the battalion, who scampered away over the hills 
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with the fleetnesa of greyhounds. One company, 
that was destined for distant service, came equip- 
ped in marching order ; and we had an opportunity 
of again observing the advantage these men must 
have over formal troops in this desultory warfare — 
as they carried only the musket, a small car- 
touche-box, strapped round the waist (the box 
being in front), and a little sack with rations for 
the day. 

We joined the officers after the parade, and 
found them to be well-bred and affable, and evi- 
dently gentlemen ; each wearing a blue frock, with 
buttons bearing Carlos V. on them, and looking 
just as creditable as any military men could. I 
was told, when I expressed my surprise at this, 
for with our ideas of this contest I imagined to see 
the officers half bucaniers in appearance, with 
the beard grown and pistols stuck in the belt, 
such as those who were hired to kill at Oporto-^ 
that most of the officers who were with Don 
Carlos had forpierly served in the Guaixls, and 
belonged to the best families in Spain ; and it 
was very pleasant for us to find, as we sought 
for adventures, that the persons into whose hands 
we were fallen, were of honourable birth and 
character. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Having tasted the usual little cop of cfaooolate, 
we started on our third day's pilgriaiagey and, after 
two hours' ride, came in sight of the village of 
Hemani and the heights of Santa Barbara, ren- 
dered lately remarkable for the threshing which 
the English auxiliaries received in their first sortie 
from St. Sebastian. So much has been said about 
this battle, and so much discrepancy prevails 
between the published accounts of the Christinos 
and Carlists, that I was anxious to ascertain the. 
truth ; and I was convinced, on examination, that 
the advantage was wholly on the side of the 
latter. The whole garrison of St. Sebastian, in- 
cluding the English auxiliaries, sallied out with 
the intention of possessing themselves of Hernani, 
and opening again the high road to Victoria, and of 
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forming a junction with Cordova ; and, as the 
orders of the commissariat to the Alcalde can be 
produced, to have quarters for the troops provided, 
it is idle to pretend that it was merely a reconiiois- 
sance enforce. They pushed the Carlists from an 
outpost half-way between the two towns, and 
from a second entrenchment; but they were met 
at the convent which flanks Ilernani on the left, 
and at the heights of Santa Barbara which com- 
mand on the right, with so determined a resistance, 
that they were glad to give up the enterprise, after 
several brave attempts on the part of the English 
to carry the convent, or turn it by the high road 
to Astigaraga. Evans, Alava, and Espartero, with 
the reserve, stood on a hill commanding the field 
of battle; and they at first made sure of success, 
as the Carlist general, Gomez, who felt all the 
advantage of his position, carefully masked his 
force, and did not display it until he found the 
Christinos in the valley. He then poured down 
upon them from Santa Barbara ; and after each 
repulse, as they returned to the charge, he drew 
forth another portion of his reserve, the real 
poverty of which was concealed behind the rocks, 
so that the enemy believed, from the repeated fresh 
draughts, that a much larger body was opposed to 
them than was actually the case. The Christinos 
had but three pieces of artillery, and that appears 
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to be the radical error of the attack ; for the outer 
ivalls of the convent could not have stood a brisk 
Cannonade ; and, as the Cariists had no guns» if once 
the convent fell, the town must be carried by the 
superiority of their numbers. The two flanks 
being so thoroughly protected, there was no mode 
of getting at the town, which lay in the centre, and, 
after four attacks gallantly made by the auxiliar 
ries, the Christinos retreated in disorder, and were 
pursued almost to the gates of St. Sebastian^. 
' It was no reconnoissance, for there was nothing 
to reconnoitre, Hernani not being fortified, and 
(every stone of it being known to El Pastor and the 
Queen's officers ; nor was the sortie made for the 
purpose of dislodging the Cariists from a fort or 
post which annoyed the city ; and those positions 
tfota which the Cariists were dislodged so glo- 
riouily, according to the Queen's bulletin, were 
nothing more than advanced posts of about fifty 
men, which were of course called in when an 
enemy came out in force. It is to be regretted, as 
Englishmen have joined the Queen's arrpy. that 
exaggerated accounts should be published of what 
they do, as we shall get laughed at as well as 
beaten; and every military man at the clubs will 
ridicule the vain boast, of having driven the 
Cariists from two successive positions, when the 
plain fact was, that the outposts were drawii in 
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according to the practice of every battle^, froia titmt 
of the frogs and miccy to that of Waterloo. I 
should likd to find in any of the Duke of Welling* 
ton's dispatches, that he claimed a victory. beca,uae 
an outpost of the French retired on the main body^ 
particularly if it had been his fortune (which, thank 
Heaven ! it was not) to have been beaten and to 
have run from an enemy he despised. 

On our arrival at Hernani, learning that Gene* 
ral Gomez was there, we went immediately to pay 
him our respects, or, more properly speaking, we 
accompanied one of the gentlemen of our party 
previously known to the chiefs of the Carlists. 
We found him in company with General MontC'^ 
negro of the artillery, and General SUveUer of the 
engineers, two officers well known in the Spanish 
army, and who had, not many months since, come 
over to Don Carlos. We were exceedingly well re- 
ceived ; and Gomez» attended by Colonel Esterica> 
who was chief of the staff on the day of the attack 
I have been describing, explained the whole posi- 
tion with brevity and simplicity, and. without any 
of that vain boasting so peculiar to the Spanish. 
Both these gentlemen gave the English every 
credit for their bravery in the attack, and declared 
it was their gallantry which saved the Christinos 
from being cut to pieces in the retreat ; but they 
at the same time expressed themselves strongly 

n 
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against our countrymen for meddling in a contest 
with which they had no concern, and fighting in 
the name of Uberty against the free provinces of 
the North, where there has existed for centuries a 
representation and a constitution. They ccMiversed 
freely on the state of the Carlist cause, and spoke 
with confidence of a favourable result ; as all the 
late advices from Catalonia proved the insurrection 
was in full activity there, and that, as the candle 
was thus lighted at both ends, it must speedily 
take fire in the centre, which was Aragon. They 
made no scruple of admitting the weakness of 
their cavalry and the want of money, which com- 
pelled them to keep the troops two months in 
arrear, and the variety of obstacles which time 
must produce against them ; but they were not 
only full of hope, but of confidence ; and they 
appealed to the state of the country through which 
we came, as to the progress which they had made 
within the last twelve months — the provinces then 
mihtarily occupied by the Christinos being now 
entirely free. Gomez was a good-looking man, 
about forty-five, with a high forehead, a little 
bald, and an air of common sense, if not of great 
talent, about him. He was dressed in a blue frock, 
with the buttons of Carlos V. Esterica, the 
chief of his staff, was a tall handsome fellow, six 
feet high, with a pair of noble mustachios, looking 
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the true guerilla cki^f, with his samara?jid Boynai 
General Montenegro was equally amiable ; and he 
conTersed without ceremony on the nature of the 
servicse and the plans which he had in view. He 
is a vary small man, but with a sharp . clear eye 
that pr^iwtses mu^h for his intellect ; and the Car- 
luits n^ade poiblic rejoicing when he joined them, 
npt only on account of his great experience as an 
Q^tijlery officer, bpt because his well-known pru- 
4eni*^ was: a guarantee that he thought theirs 
the strongest side< General Silvester was also 
a delieate-looking man, but full of knowledge, 
and eminent as an engineer. He wore his arm 
in a sling, having fallen from his horse in one 
of ;the late excursions. Our party was strength- 
ened by Segastibelsa, the commander-in-chief of 
the province of Guipuzcoa, into which I have for- 
gotten to say we entered at Irun, and by his second 
ia. command Isturitza, both with big whiskers and 
mustachios, and being fine specimens of guerilla 
ehiefsj which they in reality were, more than regu- 
lar soldiers. 

. We had thus, in the apartment of Gomez, no 
les9 than five general-officers, all practical men, 
with their staff of officers, of the best families of 
Spain ; «o that we had the opportunity of being 
eonvinced by oui: own eyes that Don Carlos was 
followed. not by adventurers, .but by gentlemen. 
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who, if they had not shown their devotion to him^ 
might have remained with rank and pay in the 
Qaeen's army. 

Having expressed a wish to take a peep at the 
fortress of St. Sebastian, so interesting to English- 
men, Gromez sent two officers of his staff, both 
colonels, to do the honours of the way ; and we 
had from them another explanation of the late 
action, and examined with them the positions of 
the English and the Christinos. We soon came 
in sight of the citadel of St. Sebastian and of the 
bay, and paid a visit to the house where the Duke 
of Wellington had his head-quarters, and from 
whence he commanded that ever-memorable siege. 
We then passed along a road, open, though at a 
long range, to the fire of the citadel, until we came 
to the Caserna, as it was called, on the height of 
Arambara, within a few days taken from the 
Christinos, not a half a mile from the town, and 
overlooking it completely. It was the intention 
of the Carlists to plant a battery on this height, 
and to shell and shot the town with the hope of 
inducing it to surrender, as, though they could not 
keep it — nor did it enter into their views to do so-^ 
they might levy a good contribution, and s^ze 
arms and ammunition ; and I believe if once they 
get in, the citadel, which could only be reduced by 
cutting off the water, or starvation, would be unable 
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to brinjg its guns to bear on the town : but they 
delayed operations until they reconnoitred the 
other points of attack, and had orders from head- 
quarters* A rude parapet was thrown up for im- 
mediate defence, and the walls of the burnt houses 
were left standing £br protection to the troops, who 
were posted to observe the garrison^ then reduced 
to one thousand men, including the Urbanos, and 
from whom no sortie was expected* 

One of our party was a British oiBceri wearing 
a sash^ which 'is only worn in. Spain by general- 
officers ; and two others of the staff of Gomez, re- 
markable for their red caps i and no sooner were 
we noticed from the citadeli than two or three guns 
were pointed at us ; and I, neither soldier nor 
martinet, had all the soft enjoyment of a cannon- 
ball going over my head, and lodging a few yards 
in the field before me, where I was most innocently 
doing a bit of the would-be engineer. The Carlist 
officer, my companion, judged it was his red cap 
at which they aimed, and he sought cover without 
delay, to which I followed upon instinct ; but our 
companions, who had got into an out-building for 
a. closer view, were exposed to more prolonged 
perils, as the fortress sent some twenty shot 
at them, none of which went very wide of the 
mark, the range being not three-quarters of a mite. 
The Carlist soldiers were delighted at the fun, as 
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they had a strong-built angle of a house to g^t 
behind when the. flash' announced the coming mi 0-~ 
chief; and no sooner Was the ball lodged, thtin 
they ran with mattocks to pull it out, as there was 
a premium for every ball brought into the d^pot. 
" I have got three/' cried one, "hut they ar^-fer 
them another time :" and' tben4he others sei iqp 
a shout; and commenced to revile the Cbratinos 
with every gross epithet, until another flash seat 
them scampering behind the walL Notmthstand- 
ing this annoyance* we contrived to get a good 
view of the town of St. Sebastian, which; though 
smallj is oneof tbehandsopotestin^Spain, th^whote 
being rebuilt since the siege of the English ; atrd 
we could see the people walking within the forti* 
fications^ and anxiously looking up to the ominons 
heighton which we stood— from whence Wellington 
once poured destruction upoii their town, and ffoni 
whence, it was evident, the Carlists intended to 
kiiock a few houses about their ears, as the hill 
looked into the very streets, and the mansions o*er^ 
topped the watts. The convent of St. Bartboiottie w, 
outside the fortifications, was sfiU occupied by the 
Christinofi ; but not et man dared to show his.nbse ; 
Bind it was $, question among the Carlists, whether 
they should take it before they played upon the 
town, as a battery Iroiii thence was still more fatal 
than from the height of Arambara. When I left 
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England, a week before, it would scarcely be be-^ 
lieved that the renowned fortress of St. Sebastian 
was thus at the mercy of the Carlists. 

It will naturally be demanded^T-Must not the 
Cbristinos come in force to save themsebres from 
such a disgrace^ and to relieve the town ? but the 
answer has been given some pages back ; and, as 
the infantry of the contending parties are on an 
equality, the Queen's General will not venture 
among the mountains, where his cavalry cannot 
act. 

We left the height of Arambara to return to 
Hemani, and we saw the peasantry busy in the 
fields, wheat-sowing, as if war was not in its imme- 
diate neighbourhood. We met^ also, one monk 
— the first we had seen since our arrival — and half 
a dozen priests ; the latter clad in long black gowns, 
and wearing hats, of a yard long, turned up at the 
sides, something like that of Don Basilio in the 
opera. We inquired about this scarcity of holy 
men in the train of Don Carlos, and we were given 
to understand that there was no extraordinary pre- 
dilection for them at head-quarters, and the Gene- 
rals on service gladly dispensed with their attend- 
ance. I was further told that the Church had not 
come forward as was expected, after the arrival of 
Don Carlos, and therefore that the Infante was 
far from being content ; and, as it had withheld its 
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aid till the murder of the friars at Madrid by the 
Urbanoft^ and the burning of the convents by Ro- 
dil, it got but little merit for assistance given at 
the ninth hour, and evidently sent in more ,(h?)P» 
telf-protection than from a loyal impiifs^^t Who 
could have believed this, also, in England ? ! 
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CHAPTER X, 



We returned to General Gomer, to take leave ; but 
he insisted on our staying dinner ; and we sat down 
without ceremony, and with a soldier's welcome, 
with the five general-officers previously named, and 
the two aides-de-camp who had accompanied us to 
St. Sebastian. The dinner was good and plenti- 
ful, followed by coffee, dessert, confectionary, and 
liqueurs ; and two healths went round, which no 
one, of course, refused-^to Don Carlos the King, 
and to his friends in England. One of the of- 
ficers, who knew enough of English to make out 
the words Tory and Whig, made us laugh a good 
deal by his explanation of their politics to his 
party ; and he hoped that we would immediately 
order out a regiment of Tories to beat General 
Evans and his Whigs ; and then they all inveighed 
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against the mistaken principle of the liberals fight- 
ing against the constitutional provinces of Spain, 
and urged that oft*repeated point, of the Irish 
being, by reason of their supposed descent from 
settlers from Bilboa, free of the province of Bis- 
cay, and entitled to privileges there, which the 
Castilian or other Spaniard does not possess; with 
a comment on the ingratitude of those auxiliaries 
who came from thence. We then took our leave, 
after a warm shake-hands from all the generals 
and their staff, and expressions of delight that so 
many Englishmen were together, to witness the 
true state of the provinces, and th€ improved posi* 
tion of Don Carlos. 

We found four heavy-wrought iron guns in the 
square, perfectly well-mounted, intended for the 
battery of Arambara, and a decent corps of artil- 
lerymen formed to work them, principally French- 
men,* and, as I understood, commanded by an 
Q6Scer of that t^tion. We were, bound for Tolosa, 
where we intended to pass the night, and we en- 
joyed a most lovely ride through a most pictu- 
resque country, which only wanted the verdure of 
summer to be perfectly lovely. The road lay in a 
valley, skirted at each side by hills broken into^ 
every variety of shape, and affording, through the 
space between, views of the more distant and 
grander mountains. The valley was well culti- 
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irated, and extended fields of turnips relieved 
the monotony which we experienced from the In- 
dian-corn stabble^groonds which attended us from 
Vera until there. Men and women were busy in 
the fields, and, if we had not been at St. Sebas- 
tian, there was nothing to remind us that the 
country was the seat of war. 

As we jogged along, a woman, evidently de- 
ranged, started from a lone house, and threw 
herself into a wild attitude before us» and cursed 
us, as the English who had. come to fight against 
the King, and in favour of the wicked Queen— 
Malditos sean lo$ Ingleses — los briboaes que vienen 
aqui para la Reina infame, y ca»tra nuestro Rej/. 
Malditos, maUitos sean para siempre! — " Accursed 
be the English — the rascals, who come to serve the 
infamous Queen, and against our King ! Accursed , 
accursed be they forever ! " .She was not quite as 
picturesque as the wife of Rob Boy arresting the 
march of the Sadsenachs ; but her deep tones and 
awful curses made us : uncomfortable, and we 
pushed our little horses to get beyond the sound 
of her anathema. 

We soQifi came to the river Urumea, and pursued 
our way beside it, admiring the frequent cascades 
which it formed in. its course over the beds of 
rocks, until we arrived at Tolosa, the capital of the 
province of Guipuzcoa, and as dull and as gloomy 
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a 'hole as way in Europe. The inti ^htch \re put 
up fttK^ remaikabie^ some time Bitieey #c»r the 
ebambemkaid bang the hatidsomei^t girl in the 
province^ and still more so for her being a staunch 
Queetiite in the midst of Carlists; bnt she bad 
been accused of having attempted to poison l&ree 
Carltst officers, and was dismissed and expatriated. 
The charge I was told was brought home ; but the 
aodioritses hushed it up^ and got tid of her^ 
arguing, in my opinion wisely, that the publica-* 
tion of such a crime might lead to imitation: 
Tolosa, as you enter it at the norths is very dingy , 
but at the south it is clean and white- washed ; for 
what reason, beyond the laziness of the 4'esident$ 6f 
the northern streets, I cannot pretend to say, but 
in the centre it is gloomy beyond idea, and I defy 
the best* tempered man to smile once during his 
sojourn in it. It is a rich town, and the nobility of 
the province have several mansions in it; and d>ere 
is a promenade on the Pampeluna road, and a hat^ 
mannfeotory ; and the barracks which the English 
oc<mpiedinl814; and some threeorfourpretty dark- 
eyed damsels overthe baker's shop, whose glances 
give more light than the parish-lamps after d^sk. 
The general feeling was in favour of the Qoecfn, 
and when the Christinos had military.posse^ion of 
the province, it was a favotxrite qimrter ; but it was 
given up after the siege of Villa Franca, and the 
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inhabitants^ being leitwitliout protectioB, weragiad 
to inake terms with Don Carlos. A year ago^ 
and eyery one. who :paa0ed through reooei^ed the 
pretty daughter of the pQstmaster and the excels 
\mt aceooifi»)da^n of his inn ; but he fled with 
his party, and- Aie buBtness was transferred to th^ 
other bouse, where we put up, and from which; 
happily 9^ the young lady who poisoned her political 
eoetnies w^ expelled. I did not understand that 
the inhabitiants Were more heavily taxed by Doa 
Carlos than those of other towns, in conseqaenee 
of their hostiiity to him ; and I was told that he 
gave ordm« to foifget and forgive wherever he 
entered* Indeed, so strong was the impression 
made by that wise policy in the neighbouring town 
of Bergara, that all the persons there notorious 
for their former love to the Queen were now hia 
warmest pardsans, 

> Tb^ junta of Guipuzcoa held their sittings at 
Tolosa; and I met the President and Vice- Presi^ 
dent (the tatter a priest) taking their evening^waiJc 
oatside the town, both with cloaks wrapped ov^ the 
leftishQuldery and looking as grave as the .senators 
in 'Venice Preserved.' Wegot a good supper and 
clean :bed8» and started at ^ bres&k of day> pur^ 
suing the ht^ road parallel with the river, and 
enjoying tho multitude oS cascades which it 
formed in its course. The scenery pxesented the 
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same beauties of alternate hill and valley> and the 
land was under cultivation even half-way up the 
mountains. I believe it was between Tolosa and 
Villa Franca that we passed through the village 
of Ormiatigui, where Zumalacaregui was born ; and 
we looked at the lowly residence of his youth with 
that interest with which one visits the early traces 
of distinguished men. The people spoke to us of 
him with tears in their eyes ; and they pointed to 
the hill^ close to it^ from whence he once drove the 
Christinos ; and they reminded us of the bulletin 
of that action, in which he offered the victory to 
Don Carlos, in honour of his birthplace. I ex- 
pected to hear that his remains were buried in the 
village-churchy and that a handsome monument 
was erected to his memory ; but I understood that 
his body had not yet been consigned to the tomb^ 
but that it was embalmed and given to the keeping 
of his brother, and carefully concealed by him, 
until the termination of the war allowed it to be 
deposited with due honour and full security, lest 
the Christinos should again get possession of the 
country, and disturb the hero's grave. 

An hour's ride further brought us to Villa 
Franca, a small and dirty town, rendered remark- 
able for having stood an eleven days'- siege by the 
Carlists, and being the important capture which 
induced the garrison of Tolosa to fly to St. Sebas- 
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tian^ and of Ber^ra and others to surrender. 
The five hundred Christinos who. defended it shut 
themselves up .in a large snan^n at the extreme 
right, and Zumalacaregui planted .on the hill in 
front of it the only two pieces of artillery which 
he then had-^I apeak of so late as June last^ to 
prove how much the Garlists have progressed ; but 
he was short of. powder and ball* and was enabled 
to keep up merely an occasional cannonade. He 
made, howeyer, a regular approach to a bastion 
that the Christinos had erected — ^mined, and blew 
it up ; and sent round a strong party, to storm the 
houses at the other, end of the town, so as to cut 
off all assistance or retreat* The Queen's general, 
Esparteroy marched from Bilboa to relieve Villa 
Franca, but he was attacked near Durango by the 
CarUsts, and defeated with great loss ; on which 
the officer commanding the town, finding all hope 
of being relieved at an end^ surrendered at dis- 
cretion. The officers retired to St. Sebastian, the 
men entered into the army, and the Urbanos were 
allowed to go to their own homeSi under the pror 
mise that they would not take up arms again. 

The consequence of this event was the abandon- 
ment ofToiosa, and the surrender of Bei^ara, and 
the total clearing of the province of the Christinos ; 
and, with the exception of the disgrace at Bilboa, 
and the calamitous death of Zumalacaregui, the 
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cause of Don Carlos has gone on gradually ad* 
vahcing since that period. But so little were the 
friends of the Queen inclined to admit that truths 
that^ though not a Christino dare show his head a 
league beyond Victoria, nor in Navarre^ ex;cept in 
large masses^ one of their publications asserted 
lately '' that now the triumph of the Qaeea mufit 
be considered as completely assured.'^ 

We met on the road several carts with shells 
and shot going to St. Sebastian, and heard that 
four pieces of artillery had passed through in the 
night ; and we were spoken to by three officers of 
artillery, known to one of our party, bound from 
head-quarters to direct the intended cannondde 
from the height of Arambara. Our day^s journey 
finished at the small village of Villa Real, where . 
we found comfortable rooms at a capital inn^ whiohy 
besides a good larder, can boast of one of the 
handsomest girls in the province — ^^the daughter of: . 
the house. I had a long chat with the mother 
and the daughter, and soon saw they were de- 
cided Christinos, which gave me the opportunity 
of hearing what chaises could be brought againsl < 
the Carlists, since they obtained the exclusive ppp- 
session of the country. But they admitted thejf ' 
had nothing to complain of, save the incre^s^ 
amount of contributions, which came to. ten 
dollars a month for the whole of the concerDi and 
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which, I contended, they more than received by 
the custom of the officers of the army, who were 
constantly stopping at the inn. They laughingly 
replied, that according t6 my own reasoning, I 
could not conilplain if they put a share of the 
contribution to our bill — to which, of course, I 
could not object ; but they were too good and to6 
honest to deceive, and the account, for three per<> 
sons,^ with two servants and six horses, for supper^ 
bed, and breakfast^ was but thirty shillings* The 
girl wished ifnuch to know if we were about to enter 
the service of Don Carlos, and she asked me 
many questions as to the number and quality of 
the English who had joined the Queen ; and she 
made use of a phrase which struck me as very 
remarkable, "when she inquired if the General 
Evans and his troops were regular soldiers, sent by 
the British Government, or hombres comprados — 
literally, ** bought men.". I take it, that such is the 
proper expression ; and, after all that has been said 
or Written about the motives of those who have 
left their own country, to fight against men with 
whom neither they nor their nation had any cause 
of quarrel, I fear the world will consider them as 
y hombres comprados,'' since the term " merce- 
diaries '' is out of fashion, and the word Condotierri 
gives offence. 
Madame Jauregul, the wife of the Christino 
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General better known as £1 Padtor,has taken up her 
residence at Villa Real, living, by choice, among 
Carlists, though her husband was their most 
violent persecutor ; which is at least a proof — if not 
of her good taste — ^that there was some toleration 
among the Royalists. From Villa Real to Onate, 
the head-quarters of Don Carlos^ there is a short 
mountain-road ; but we made choice of the longer 
way, for the purpose of passing through the town 
of Bergara, one of the most considerable in the 
province; and we were well repaid by the mag- 
nificent prospect afforded of an immense extent of 
counljry, from the summit of the great hill which 
hangs above that place, and over which the 
diligence road has been constructed at amazing 
labour and expense. This, in summer, is one of the 
most beautiful prospects in Spain, as the whole of 
the high grounds are thickly wooded ; but even in 
December it has its charms, and we felt a pleasure 
in contemplating the everrvarying line of moun- 
tains, with flocks of sheep feeding on the sides, 
or the marks of recent culture on every spot 
capable of being tilled. We could from it also 
observe the winding course of the river, broken at 
several points into cascades, with the valleys, 
through which it ran, green with the turnip-crops, 
which everywhere appeared abundant, or equally 
indicative of the fertility with the wheat-grounds, 
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dressed after the recent sowing. I have made the 
remark before^ bat I cannot help repeating it 
again and again^ that the accounts circulated in 
England^ of these provinces being impoverisbed^ 
are totally false. Everywhere I turned, there 
were catde^ sheep, or tillage — not a spot of ground 
but felt the industry of man ; and either there 
must be a surplus of population after that re- 
quired for the army» or the land is dug and the 
seed put down by miraculous aid ; and I rather 
doubt the latter, as the monks, whose prayers 
might have effected it, are not in favour at court. 

Bergara appeared to be a handsome town, 
something larger than Tolosa, with about 5000 
inhabitants ; but, whether the better classes have 
left it on account of the civil war, or were in bed, 
or at prayers, we saw not, as we rode through, 
a well-dressed woman or man above the com- 
mon class, except one officer, who had come 
over from the Christinos, and was wounded at the 
battle of Mendigoria. The streets were deserted, 
and grass was growing at one of the outlets to 
Bilboa ; and an air of silence and iristesse prevailed, 
which made us gladly leave it for the smiling face 
of Nature and our pleasant ride along the banks 
of the river. We met a company of officers 
coming from Onate with the intention of penetra- 
ting through Aragon into Catalonia, to direct the 
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insurrection there ; and we understand from them 
that the most favourable intelligence had been 
received at head-quarters from that province ; and 
that forty thousand men were ready to be enrolled 
if they had officers to head them, and muskets to 
be put into their hands. These gentlemen were 
in high spirits, and parted with a thousand com«- 
pliments, and hopes for a speedy meeting at 
Madrid. 
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CHAPTER XL 



About a league from Bergara, we abandoned the 
high way, and turned to the left over an old bridge, 
and entered on the road to Onate, which Don Car- 
los had chosen, almost since his arrival, as his resi- 
dence, in consequence of its centrical position and 
facility of communication with all the provinces. 
It was to dispossess him of it, and to obtain 
possession, of the heights of Bergara, by which the 
high road to Irun and Bilboa would be com- 
manded, and the communication between Navarre 
and Biscay be mainly cut off, that Cordova sal- 
lied from Victoria, with all his force, on the 27th 
and 2&th of October last ; but he was driven back 
by Eguia, and again made to know that, among the 
hills, where his cavalry cannot act, he has not the 
slightest chance of competing with the Carlists. 
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A corresponding movement was attempted from 
Bilboa, with the hope of forming a junction of the 
English with Cordova; but they were fcM^ed twice 
back to their position, and obliged ultimately to 
take shipping for Santander, and make a long 
detour to arrive in safety at Burgos and Bribiesca, 
behind the Ebro; so that, after the boast con* 
tained in one of the early proclamations of the 
*' hombres comprados," of having the power to 
march ' through the Basque provinces, wherever 
and whenever they pleased, they were very glad 
to borrow the legs of the Grovemment-steamers 
as far as Santander, and abandon the provinces 
altc^ether for the safe position behind the river, 
and in the low grounds into which an army without 
cavalry dare not advance. 

The road to Ouate was narrow and dirty ; but 
the valley through which it lay was skirted by 
hills as picturesque as those we left on the high 
way ; and the country appeared to be equally well 
cultivated. We met two or three couriers goins 
with dispatches, and a few military; but there 
was no other bustle on the road, and no one could 
imagine that it was leading to the residence of a 
Prince who claimed to be a King. About half- 
way we met a train of twenty hors^nen, at the 
head of which I recognised the Infante Don Se- 
bastian, who was but the other day smuggled over 
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the frontier^ attended » after the fashion of the royal 
family at Madrid^ by the body-guard, composed 
there of all the young grandees, but here of the 
sons of the gentlemen of the provinces, who found 
their own horses and equipments, and acted with- 
out pay. The Infante stopped as we approached, 
and welcomed us in the kindest manner, and 
recognised one of our party, with whom he had 
previously a slight acquaintance. The Infante 
then continued his ride, while all his retinue lifted 
their caps, and treated us with the full measure of 
courtesy, as if again to convince us that if Don 
Carlos' was wrong in his pretensions^ he had some 
of the best blood in Spain about him, to counte- 
nance his claims. At length, the towqr of the 
church was seen on the hill, and we gradually 
approached the town, which contained the for- 
tunes of a Prince equally amiable in prosperity 
and adversity, and on whose character it is impos- 
sible to fix a stain. The ^security in which he 
lived was proved by the fact, that not a single 
fortification had been erected ; and the first post 
was no further advanced than the head of the 
principal street. There we found a dozen soldiers, 
dressed with the grey great-coats and red trowsers 
of the French infantry ; but we were not challenged, 
nor were our passports asked for ; and we advanced 
to the centre of the town, exciting the eager cu- 
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riosity of the people; andlhe8oldien,whothionged 
to see us, forming a thousand conjectures as to the 
motives, of the coming of three Englishmen, one of 
whom, they argued, must be a general-officer, be- 
cause over a military coat he wore a sash, which m 
their eyes was the faga of a brigadier. Several 
officers came forward ; some dressed in the uniform 
of the Guards, others with the samara^ hot all 
wearing that most becoming round berret-Wie cap, 
which I have previously described as peculiar to 
these provinces ; and a crowd of soldiers, the 
greater part wearing the grey coat and red trow* 
sers, while others had the common jacket of the 
country, and, I must add, many-coloured panta- 
loons. We rode to the large house occupied .by 
Don Carlos, which formed one wing of die little 
square ; and one of our party ascended to the 
minister of foreign affairs, M . Cruz Mayor, to 
whom he was known, while we remained on hoise-* 
back until a lodging was allotted to us. Our 
friend returned, bearing the welcome of the minifr* 
ter, and with one of the aides-de-camp, who was 
charged to provide us with quarters ; and we were 
finally placed in the house of a nice old lady^ who 
gave us three separate chambers and a handsome 
drawing-room. She told lis to consider ourselves 
at home, as she was too much honoured by reoMv^< 
Ing the friends of Don Carlos,, whom she called 



iier Kiitgy and c^fbited to i^rotide dioiMir ibt tkn; 
which tfe of ^oarao d«6lm^» as we ttndeintood 
th^im wm: a a^i, lately opeMd, where dinoera^ 
tM>u^ Mot . MgmgSi w^ire to be procured. We 
were immedkteljr waited upon by sereral offieers, 
a»d reeeiced munerckud tenders of service ; And we 
W^re jMiraded befons the palaee^ atid up the street 
and tlowQ the street, much to the edification of the 
peo)^ of Onateand of thenatire damsels, to whotti 
a Johh BtiUy with a fi^sh eoloar and without bdus^ 
tat^ioa> was a treat among the crowd of be whiskered 
andaallow Cupids they were accustofned to see 
tot the last, six montiis. 

The town> on a &nit glance^ appeared to be Well 
bttilik and rather pretty, and some of the houses we 
entered were not only capacious, hat handsome ; 
aiid tfaefe was a public walk and a university, 
and,' abciye all, a Warm sun, although the 5th of 
December ; and we sat down to repose iVom out 
fatigue, weB content with all that we had seen, 
and detigfated that we bad exchanged, for the 
conflicliag accounts reeefyed at London and Paris, 
our personal observation of ike state of the 

i ^$001% after our anitat, the Itffante Don Sebas* 
tiatt*i«iumed frem Im ride, and the guard at «the 
pabnee • turned out to receive him wMi the same 
fiMrinaUty as at Madrid ; and the bugles blew a 

£ 
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p(Hntof war^ and the drams beatthat horrid tattoo 
which all drums, with the exception of those of the 
British, inflict ; the aim of every, boy appearing to 
strike as loud and as strong as he can, unaccompa- 
nied by those fifes which are almost equivalent 
to a band in some of our regiments. I must say» 
the poor drum-boys were badly dad, and their 
garments were of various colours ; and the drum- 
major . himself seemed to be the least important 
personage, of that rank, I had hitherto seen ; but 
their infernal din was kept up with all imaginable 
rapidity, and he preserved a proper share, of that 
gravity, so indispensable for gentlemen of his pro- 
fession, in common with young doctors and diplo- 
matists. 

The military music of Don Carlos, however, 
compensated our ears for their sufferings; and 
while he and the Infante were at dinner, a, band, 
far superior in point of execution to many in. our 
service, assembled in the square, and played 
pieces of the best operas and patriotic airs. We 
had heard that Don Carlos was tolerably, well 
provided ; but we did not altogether, expect , to 
find him thus established with all the fonAS of a 
little court, a retinue of gentlemen, and even the 
luxury of good music in, his train. I express^ 
my surprise; but I was told to reserve a little fox 
the further progress of my tour, as there was more 
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to be seen and to be wondered at before it would 
be'concludect. 

We Were next addressed by a smart English 
boy. in the service of General Marotto^ who had 
been taken in one of the sallies from Bilboa. He 
told as he was well off and happy^ and that there 
were twenty of his countrymen who had deserted 
from: the Chtistinos . then doing duty at Onate. 
Indeed, we found in the course of the day^ that 
these same specimens of our country had just 
addressed a memorial to Don Carlos, representing 
that, as there were several Englishmen in his ser- 
vice, some of whom had passed over from the 
Christinos, and others who, being taken prisoners, 
had joined his army, they hoped he would embody 
them in one battalion, and give the command to an 
English officer ; in which case they promised to be 
faithful and true, and fight like men of honour 
who had come from the Isle of Dogs. 

Dinner was our next consideration, and we 
adjourned to the caf 6, where it had been ordered, 
and we were well received ; and General Pinheiro,, 
a Portuguese, sent us from hi8 quarters two bottles 
6f some famous old wine; and we drank to old 
^England, and to those we loved and who loved us. 
Wheh we asked for the bill, we were informed that 
there was nothing to be paid, as strangers, friends 
to Don Carlos^ were welcome to the best the house 
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afTorded ; but it did not suit our feelings to dine 
either at the expense of the Infant^^ or of the 
hospitable and amiable Dona Madelena ; and we 
extracted from her nnwilling lips a priee which 
we forced her to accept. 

I think I know the Spaniards well, and those 
offers of service which come from them with all 
their heart and of their own free will, from those 
which arisft from ceremony or necessity; and I 
must declare that the reception we experienced at 
Onate was dictated by honest motives^ and that 
the people really met us with affection^ as tbey 
considered that we were well disposed to Don 
Carlos. They thought so, not from any know* 
ledge of two of the party, of whom tbey had never 
heard, but because one had been frequently seen 
at head-quarters, and they supposed that onr 
opinions and attachment were the same. 

The day after our arrival being Sunday, Onate 
was more than usually gay, and the military and 
the ladies put on their best dresses. I do not 
assert that the former would altogether pass muster 
in Hyde Park, but I will pledge my reputation for 
the good looks and pretty feet of the damsels. 
They were all in black, with the mantHla and 
comb so truly graceful and becoming to the Spa- 
nish women; and I was glad to see that the 
innovation of the French hat^ which had made such 
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frightful ravages at Madrid, aad converted all the 
delicious Andalusiatis residing in that city into 
dumpy brunettes, has not destroyed the national 
iaste in these provinces. The loyalty of the men 
to th^rfneroSf and of the women to their fan and 
lace veils, is equally to be commended* 

Don Carlos heard mass in the public church; 
and all these pretty deans attended htm in his de«- 
▼otionsy- each sitting on her heels on the cold fiag^ 
ging, with a roll of twisted taper lighted befoi*e 
her, which had a strange effect* I coold not 
tinderstand the meaning of this ceremony, and so 
many figures in black squatted on the ground, 
With their heads hid in the closely«drawn mantilla : 
their twinkling lights, seen in the recesses of the 
long gloomy aisle, were calculated to excite 
ftstonishmest in a stranger ; but it was probably 
some favourite saint's day, and these candles were 
offerings in its honour* 

The church at Onate is large and handsome^ 
and ibe altar ornamented with massive pillars, 
highly wrought and gilded ; and the magnificent 
cenemony of the mass was performed with a degree 
of pomp remarkable in so small a town ; but I must 
protest against the sermon of the fat friar, who 
wheezed and droned out a long discourse, until 
his lungs as well as our patience was exhausted. 

I think I may as well state here that Don 
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Carlos' partiality to the Church is greatly mitoir^ 
derstood in England ; and that, far firom being a 
friend to friars and monks, he has a sensible 
opinion of the inutility of those gently^ in the 
present day. He is a conscientious and a reli^ons 
man, but not a bigot; and he makes a just dis- 
tinction between the parish clergy and the hzy 
friars. This feeling has been inci^ased by the 
want of sympathy which they showed in Ins mis- 
fortunes ; eind though he could not tn his posidibn 
venture to say so, it is understood that he views 
without regret the steps taken by the Queen's 
government to convert those overgrown properties 
to the national use, as be hopes to arrive in time 
at Madrid to pro6t by the harvest which it is 
sowing. I have stated before, that the monks did 
not come forward to assist him, until Rodil's 
burnings, and the murders at Madrid, convinced 
them that their extinction was writtenif the liberal 
system continued ; and even since then, though 
their very existence is at stake, the aid they have 
sent Don Carlos has been most inconsiderable. 
One fact is evident, and that is, neither monks nor 
friars are in his train ; and from Irun to Onate I 
saw but one monk, and only one other here — 
namely, the fat preacher. 

It is astonishing how far removed from the truth 
are our popular impressions in England ', and while 
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every one believes that the Carlista are annihi- 
lated, and only venturing to peep from bel^nd 
rocks, or to show, themselves at the tops of moun- 
tains, they are, and have been, since June last, in 
'^Mdiii^ted possession of the provinces ; while the 
Christikios dare not appear, unless in large bodies, 
and w*ell defended by cavalry, and then only in 
the plains ; and that, while every one asserts that 
Don Carlos is surrounded with monks, and singing 
psalms all day, he has no other religious professor 
near him but his confessor — a jolly fat priest, who 
16 fond of his wine and a frolic, and cordially de- 
tests the cowl and the cell. 
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CHAPTER 5[IL 



I wAtTED on M. Cruz Mayor, the mitiister for 
foreign affairs, to whom I had letters of reoom« 
inundation, and was received in a frank and gen- 
tlemanly manner. I found him busy with clerks, 
writing in an ante-chamber ; and he told me that 
his avocations were unceasing, and that his cor- 
respondence was more extensive than could be 
supposed, considering the limited position of Don 
Carlos ; but he offered to devote half an hour to 
me, and I had the pleasure of holding with him a 
very rational conversation on the state of Spain, 
and the nature of the resources on which he relied 
for ultimate success. I was pleased that he did 
not gloss over the difficulties which existed at pre- 
sent, or were likely to arise hereafter, and that he 
did not conceal the weak points of the army, or 
the want of money and cavalry ; and I gave him 



the more credit for srnoerity^ because, at the same 
time tha4: he admitted a certain insufficiency, he 
avowed the n>osf; decided confidence in a fortunate 
result, and showed me the scale of incidents on 
winch he d epended • 

There was no want of ammunition and of cloth^ 
ing, as the manu£ictories lately established pro^ 
duced all diat was required, and arrangements had 
been made to insot^e the whcde army being well 
provided by the first of January ; but muskets 
and horses were deficient, and he admitted that> 
wkhottt a good supply of both, he could not move 
as he desired. The decided character of the rising 
inCatalooia was that 'whtdi gave him ike most 
hope ; and he bad established a d^p6t of 200 
ofioers, draughted from the army of these pro* 
vsaees, ^fc ffom what are called the sacred com^ 
paoies, ceanpcMied altogether of officers waiting 
for vaoanciesy who vere to be passed into Cata* 
Ionia without 'delay. 

tjreneral Xjkiererge, who had pfomoted the ren- 
voi t, amd teoodaeted a convoy of anns there last 
Angast, had taken up a position on the frontier of 
Aiagon, <to faoilitate tha/toperation. Hethus con-^ 
firmed 4o me the intelligence already received at 
Bayonne, and on the route to Onate, that there 
were 16,000 insurgents in IJatalonia, and that the 
aspect of tibe Basque provinces was becoming se- 
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condary to that district, and to Lower Aragoo, 
which was equally well disposed to Dou :Carlo$. 
M. Cruz Mayor is a small alight peorson, but-wiib 
a good eye^ and an elastic nianner, not usually 
found in Spaniards. He is fall of activity and 
unc^a^ing in labour, and appears to have acquired 
the full confidence of the Prince, whom be is thus 
jserving in adversity. He proposed that I should 
be presented to Don Carlos ; but I frankly stated 
that I did not come to head-quarters out of any 
spirit of partisanships but merely as an English* 
man inquiring into the true state of affiiirs, ajad, 
therefore, I had no object in being introduced ; but, 
if it would give the least offence, or be construed 
into disrespect not to wait on a Prince whose 
character I honoured from a due knowledge of bis 
good qualities in Madrid^ I should not only com* 
ply with his request, but ask the favour of* being 
admitted. I added, that having been some months 
this year at Madrid, and on friendly terms with 
many who were his enemies, it might appear 
strange that I should Uius, as it were, inspect bis 
army, and the military and civil condition of the 
provinces ; and I knew that, on my return to tbe 
capital, unkind things would be said of me^ from 
having visited Navarre : but M« Cruz Mayor 
begged of me to believe that he duly appreciated 
my motives, and that he was delighted to receiie 
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ev^iy EDgKflh gentlemsn, and open all sonrces^^to 
tbem, in the hope that the truth would. <become 
knowiif, instead of the glaring misrepresentations 
that wer6 circulated among ub. 

He coinplained that Don Carlos was described 
as flying near the fiontier/ with the intention of ea* 
caping into France^ and that the provinces, wene 
said to be exhausted of provisions^ and the people 
in a state ofwalit; and that the army. was out of 
condition, dltdiftd^ilt fed/ and discontented; while 
the Ghristinos were alleged to be full of confidence 
and power, and at liberty to march wherever they 
thought fit* And' he asked me to say if there was 
even a temotie approadi to truth in these accounts, 
and appealed to my own observation^ since ^ I 
came: into Spain, whether the provinces were n<^t 
freed from flie Queen's army/the troops well fed 
and full of enthusiasm, tlie people happy, pursuing 
their usual avocations, the land well tilled^ and no 
sound of war except on the confines, where the 
Christinas were in force. He inquired if the po- 
sition of DonCsu'los at Onate did not indicate se- 
curity, as there v^as not even a breastwork raised 
to defend it, and the garrison did not consist of 
500 men ; imd he begged of me and my companions 
to carry the same spirit of inquiry throughout oui^ 
tour, in order that England, thecountry which 
Don Carlos loved, because it gave him an asylum, 
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•hoald mt be worked op to «& unjust 
ugWBSt him. It being dien decided thi^ I ^hoold 
be pineniled «t mx o'dock ia the eTenii^ to the 
Infante, I took my leave, well pleased with die 
frank and manly Ume of M. Crat MaycHr* 

From die noleawliich he and otheia gave aoe, 
I fevnd thai die aimy of the IiAmIe ia the fear 
provinces of Navarre, Biscay, Goipaxcoa, and 
Alava* was divided into two parts ; one the aimy 
of observation, and the other the sedentary Ibrce. 
The first tsonsisted of about 18,000 men, divided 
into three divisions ; one commanded by Ituralde, a 
gnerflla chief, fcxineriy a captain in the army; 
another by Villa Real, also a Navarese ; and the 
third by Gomez, an Andalusian, and a colonel of 
1886. £ai:h division was composed of three bri- 
gades^ two battalions of 1000 men each, to whieh, 
if ihece were added aboot 1000 cavalry and 300 
artiHery, the whole army of opecatioa would 
amoimt to 19,300 men. The sedentary, composed 
of 14,000 m^ namely, 3500 for each province, 
who performed the internal duty and aided the 
army of operation as it passed from«one district to 
ftaoth^. 

The whole force in ibe Bascpie provinces would 
therefore amount to 32,000, wUoh was considered 
amply sufficient for all purposes; and the sar|dus,as 
it arose from enlistment or desertion, was draught* 
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ed ftfl quickly as arms could be procured; to aid the 
&6ff ocganiaation of Cataloiiia. In lliis calculation 
wiere eot c(Miipriaed 500 cu^om^botue officers, ear 
gaged ta pvotectiog smuggling on tfie frontier; nor 
300 of the guard, generally aa aitendance on the 
Ittfante. Gomez's div;k»on consisted principally of 
tlie natives of Castile, who have passed over from 
the CbnstiBOS; or have been sent in by the Cure 
Merino. 

Each puotiiice Aad, independent of the military 
ofgaziizatioat a captata-generaU who had acted in 
concert with^ke Geaeralsof diviskm, or independ* 
eady of them in their absence. Segasttbelza was 
comnmnder in Guipnacoa; Sarasa, in Biscay; 
ViHa Reftl> od itUtriniy in Alava ; and Eguia unites 
the two caipa<»tie8 of generaUinH^hief and viceroy 
of Navarre, having £iio as his deputy. The offi* 
cers who wereGeneisals in the Spanish semce with 
Don Carlos «re Montenegro, Gomez, Silvester, 
Vratigo, MaiK>lllo, Moreno, Casa Eguia^ Cabases, 
Maasarassa, Vaiedco, Belengero, .Sarasa, Zavala, 
Gaston. 

Tbecmlt>rgamzaii<m was restored to its ancient 
footing, in accordance with ih^futros of each pro^ 
'i^aee ; and it was altogether independent of the 
militacrgr. Defffiittes were appointed for certam 
towns and districts, who formed a junta, and they 
allotted am:oiig <he iabahitanto, accoiding to their 



110 TBB COITBT AND CJLMP OF 

respective means, the contributions which were 
imposed for the general defisnoe; and^ as they 
supplied all the rations required for the troops in 
that d]strict> a balance was struck, on the last 'day 
of the month, between the contributions and the 
rations furnished at the current price of provisions ; 
and when the rations were less than the contribn^ 
tion, they paid the difference in ready mdney ; and 
when they exceeded it, the excess was carried to 
their credit in the next month : so that, in fact, the 
army, not being composed of strangers, but of the 
inhabitants of the provinces, the contributions went 
only to feed their own people ; and, being delivered 
in kind, the soldier but ate with his regiment what 
he would have consumed in his own house. It is 
for that reason that the civil war has not proved 
a serious calamity to the country ; for as the resi- 
dent force, in the intervals of duty, till the ground^ 
and get 4n the harvest, cultivation went on to the 
fullest extent that land wias capable of; and, -as 
the produce was not exported, but served out to 
the inhabitants in the shape of rations, no one 
complained. Indeed, a short ride through the 
-interior convinced the most incredulous that war 
here did not leave its usual sting ; and th^re was 
not only comfort, but superabundance, everywhere 
to be seen. 
- llie Christinos who have emigrated/ but who 
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have property in the country, received no injury 
beyond their steward^ or, as he is called here, 
IntcHdenie, being ordered to pay the contribution 
allotted by the junta» which was calculated accord- 
ing to a fixed scale, without prejudice to their 
opinionsv ^ In that respect Don Carlos has not 
only acted wiBdy^ but honourably. Not. a single 
property of his declared enemies has been confis- 
cated, and several valuable pictures remain shut 
up in a nobleman's houseat Villa Franca for the 
last year^ which I am told would produce a great 
dealof moneys— that article so much wanted in all 
treasuHcRB. 

The juntas raade the same arrangement for the 
transport of army-stores as for provisions ; and as 
each village found mules froin one station to ano- 
ther, credit is* given against the contribution at 
the rate of three fraocs per mule, per day. The 
whole number of rations required in the four pro- 
vinces were forty thousand per day, which, at 
the* value of one real per ration/ amounts to forty 
thousand reak, or .£400 English. Maniifac-^ 
tories of powder, ball, shot and shell, as well as 
of muskets, swords, and pistols, were established, 
and one foundry for . cannon. The principal fac- 
tory for arms was at Eybar, in Biscay, where excel- 
lent muskets were turned out for six dollars each, 
and good swords for the sa^ne. The shell and shot 
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were mftde ai Elkmo, and the fovniet at Zadmrnt 
in the AxEMBCoas ; and, acoordragaflany article waa 
finished, it was sent off to the quarter where it was 
reqmcad, or buiied in the moat wild part of the 
laoontwns^ leat it ahottld fall iaio the ihands of Ae 
Ghristinos in case of a reverse ; jmd it frequency 
haf pened when Rodal or Gordoira overran the 
comatry, that the Queen's irootps hav« biyooacfced 
on the very groand beneath whidi atorea of afms 
and ammiuution were buried. 

The secret of these hiding-places wias known to 
the peasantry, but never betrayed ; and not only in 
respect to these matters, but on all others affiei^og 
the safety of Don Carlos, there was not a single 
instaoce of treachery sifice the comsneocement of 
the war. At all the laanufieLCtories, boxes for 
mule*back were always held in readiness to be 
transported riEp the mountains in caae of an tmex- 
pecteda,ttaek ; and at ihe several departments and 
offices of the junta, boxes in £ke manner, in which 
the most impoortant papers could be secured at an 
hour's notice, were ready in the aote«<diamber ; so 
tisat if a strcaig column did find its vmy into any 
given station, stores of value or papers of moment 
would not &11 into its hands. Don Carlos and fab 
twominist^», M« Cruz Mayor and the Count de 
ViUanur, are so well prepared for a reverse of 
fortune, that if Cordova made his way within two 
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leagues of Onate, they and all their papers' would 
be hid in the mountains before he could make 
good his entrance. 

The rations for the army consist of one pound of 
white bread, one pound of meat^ and one pint of 
wine, with a real per day in cash, which was paid 
according to the fullness of the treasury ; but the 
men were not discontented even if there should 
be some arrear, as they were convinced good 
faith will be kept with them. The greater pait 
of the army, when I was at head-quarters, was two 
months inarrear; but their rations never failed, 
and they knew that new clothing was in prepara*- 
iiotk for them. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



At the. hour appointed, I again waited on M. 
Cruz Mayor ; and after he had gone in and apoken 
to Don Carlos, he returned to say, the Infante 
would be glad to receive me. I found a number 
of persons in the ante^chamber, some poor peo|]de 
waiting to present petitions, others of higher place 
expecting an audience, and a few ladies ; as the rule 
of the Spanish court is, that all have a right to 
seek redress at the fountain-head: but they had to 
give way to me as a stranger; and I was received 
with the usual forms by the Marquis of Villa Vin- 
cencio, gentleman in waiting, and by him con- 
ducted to Don Carlos. 

I found the Prince standing near a table covered 
with papers ; and to those who knew his amiability 
of manner, and the natural sweetness of his dispo- 
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sition, it is not necessary for me to say that I was 
most kindly received. He hoped that my friends 
and I had been well treated on our journey, as it 
was his wish that Englishmen should meet every 
accommodation and facility^ because he looked 
upon us as friends^ by whom he had been protected 
in the moment of difficulty ; and he assured me 
that orders should be given to open every source 
of information to us, as his only desire was^ that 
the truth and the whole truth should be made 
known. He considered his claims founded in 
justice, and supported by the voice of the people ; 
and' as success had attended all his efforts since 
his arrival in the provin^ces, he had nothing to 
conceal, and our investigation would render, him 
good,* not harm; as it was only by honourable and 
uhprejiidiced men visiting his army, that the tales 
which had been circulated to his injury could be 
refuted. 

Don Carlos then did me the honour to remem- 
ber having seen me at Madrid, and, with a quiet 
stntle, hoped soon to repeat that - pleasure. I 
retired as soon as the Infante ceased to speak ; 
aiid he badfi me farewell in a most affectionate 
tone, repeating that orders should be given to fa- 
cilitate my views in every respect. 

Bon Carlos wore a plain bine frock-coat ; and it 
was his wish 4hat every one should be presented 
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to him without ceremony, as his good sense told 
him that the forms of the Madrid court would be 
out of place at Quate, and in the midst of a cam* 
paigu. He was looking thinner than when I saw 
him before, and fatigue and care had evidently 
put farrows in his cheeks ; but his countenance 
was as usual — fall of benerolenoet and though not 
a handsome man, his dark full eye gave expves* 
sion to his fiice ; and the sweetness of his voicey 
and the gentleness of his mannens, surprised you 
into loving him, whatever were your opinions as 
to his political rights. 

Don Carlos's character is but litde understood 
in England ; and it is strange to find a prejudice 
there against him, when he possesses every quality 
whidi we prise, and consider indispensable in men 
of elevated station. He is j ust, humane, and gene* 
rous, and so great a lover of truth, that he has 
never been known to break his word, or to allow 
an equivocation in his presence. He was the only 
member of the royal family at Madrid who paid 
debts, or preserved regularity in the household. 
The weekly bills were paid with the same escact* 
ness as in an English family ; and while all the 
other inhalatants of the palace, to whom trades* 
men applied in vain, indulged in dissipation, and 
disregarded increased expense, his system was so 
thoroughly maintained, that though he left Ma* 
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drid for Ltabon at a few dayt' notice, not a sbiUii^ 
remained tmaettled. 

Don Carioft was bom the legitimate heir to the 
throne ; aad the law by which the succession was 
ehaoged waa not enacted (supposing that it were 
then enacted with all necessary forms — a sdatter 
we will take for granted, to prevent discussion 
about ity) until two years after his birth ; so that 
he is the victim of an ex post facto law, and a prin- 
ciple has been adopted against him, which would 
not stand before any law-court in Ei^and, in cllse 
of an entail : and the additional cruelty in his 
case is, that even that ex post facto law was not 
made public for 40 years after it was enacted, and 
uQtil a female child was bom to Ferdinand. This 
is what may be called a bard case, particularly as 
no public or private reproach could be attached to 
the character of the person thus cut off; and if he 
had come to the throne, he would have been the 
father of his people. 

The truth is, Don Carlos has endangered, if not 
lost, his claims by an excess of principle ; for had 
he, during the hfe of Ferdinand, but gpiven one 
slight hint to his friends, the matter was settled 
in his favour. But he repeatedly declared that, 
while his brother lived, he was bound to obey him 
as a King, and he allowed the Queen Regent to 
strengthen her position during the illness of Fer- 
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diDand.: thus Don Carlos fonnd the door dosed, tc 
which he had the key for so many years, and de-. 
dined to nse it. Don Carlos was wrong in going 
into Portugal on the King's mandate, as he weak- 
ened the attachment of his party, and gave 
reason for Spain picking a quarrel with Don 
Miguel, which it afterwards did. He was still 
more in error by remaining in Portugal, and pre- 
paring to make war from thence on Spain ; as that 
justified the Spanish invasion of Portugal, and 
gave the English ministry, whose position de- 
pended on Don Miguel being dethroned, the pre- 
text for making that renowned quadruple treaty, 
and of expatriating Don Carlos, not because they 
had any distaste to him, but because he identified 
himself with Don Miguel. But the Infimte has re- 
deemed his character by his subsequent brave and 
manly proceeding, and by putting himself at the 
head of those gallant Navarese, who fought for his 
name and for their own freedom. And he has dis- 
played, since he came into their mountains, a cou- 
rage, a patience, an endurance, which ought to make 
him valued by every Briton, to whom high qualities 
are ever dear, and heroic actions a passport. 

Spanish history is full of romance ; but its «mals 
do not contain a story more pathetic and exciting 
than that of Don Carlos : and when I trace Uie 
mountain paths, and penetrate the rude recesses 
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where he has found an asylum, and find him one 
houf justrecaping his pursuer, and another wan- 
dermg in the hills, and consider that we may yet 
see bim.on the. throne of his forefathers, I fancy 
that T am carried back to early days of poetic 
fiction, and. can with difficulty be convinced that 
such events belong to our age of hard reality. 

An heir to the throne, according to a strict eur 
tail— full of virtues— without a stain on his public 
or private character — ^an honest, moral, and a 
liberal man — a good husband — a good father — 
humane and charitable ; still he is a fugitive from 
his proper home, hunted by those who have fed 
on his bounty ; and he may yet fall a victim to the 
malice of his enemies. Let us not discuss his 
claims,. but render justice to his principles ; and if 
he should succeed, let England believe that for- 
tune, has not favoured the unworthy ; and if he 
should fail, let him at least command our sym- 
pathy and esteem. 

The Infante Don Sebastian was willing to re-r 
ceive those who asked to be presented ; but, lest I 
should be thought employed on some state affair, 
I did .not ask that honoun I had, however, the 
pleasure to see His Highness more than once in the 
promenade, and was much gratified by his gentle 
and. . amiable manner to. all who addressed him^ 
Se. appeared to me to. be a handsome young man. 
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lookiag to adranUtge in the bemt of the country, 
wfaioh be hftd adopted to please the people. 

My next visit was to the Count de Villemnr^ to 
whom I bad lettere, and I met the frank reception 
which a soldier and a gentleman of the old French 
sdiool knows so well how to give. He has been 
long attached to the fortunes of Don Carlos, and 
was continued in the post more from his rank and 
from his known honour and attachment to the 
Iniante, than from any great aptitude which he 
displayed for public business. But his post was 
not a very important one in reality, as the whole of 
the operations came into, and were decided upon, 
in the bureau of M. Cruz Mayor, who was imme* 
diately in waiting on Don Carlos, and lived in Ae 
same house. The Count was married to a Spaniab 
lacfy; and as an additional proof of the sedirtly of 
head*qearters, Madame de Villemur was always 
with her husband ; and she and the wife of General 
Aranda, and three or foar other ladies, whose 
names I do not recollect, constituted a fittle 
court, where a resource can be found from the 
fatigues of duty. 

I was addressed tn the course of the day by 
several persons who had seen me at Madrid ; and 
I was informed that dvil and military officers were 
daily coming fiom the capital to ofTer theiradhe- 
sion ; and that among them were persons who have 
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taken out their passports for Fraace, and wait 00 
Don Carlos to explain away the part they were 
acting, and to promise that, should he come there, 
they will be prepared to receive him. I have ofteu^ 
suspected the good faith even of violent declaim^ 
ers at the Puerta del Sol ; but I could not imagine 
that treason could be carried so far, and there^ 
fore I will not believe it until evidence of the fact 
be produced : but I saw with my own eyes, in the 
reception-room at the palace, two noblemen, one of 
them wearing his orders^ who were in waiting toi 
be presented. 

The university is the only public building worth 
notice at Onate, but at present it was without 
masters and students, and the cloisters were em** 
ployed as carpenters' shops for fitting up gun* 
carriages. Some stray pupils came occasionally to 
visit the scene of their former glories ; but those I 
saw were ill-clad and poverty-stricken, with old 
black cloaks and rusty*.cocked*hats« The gown, 
had yielded to the sword in the province, and 
many of the students were in the body-guard of 
Don Carlos, glad to exchange the matin-bell for. 
the roll-call, and the church service for a charger. 

During our short stay^ there were one or two 
alarms at Onate in consequence of the movement 
of a column of Christinos from Victoria, and I had 
the opportunity of seeing the alacrity with which 
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the half-baiiaUon composing the garrisoA answered 
the drum beat to arras. The two flank companies 
were composed of old soldiers^ all well-dressed 
in grey coats and red trowsers ; and the others 
were made up of younger men, whose uniforms 
were not quite perfect, but who went through the 
short parade in a creditable manner. Our mih^ 
tary friend approved much of their alertness, and 
of the eafie with which they performed the simple 
manoeuvres they had been instructed in ; and no 
one could doubt their sincerity in the cause, who 
witnessed the readiness with which they answered 
the call, and the excitement at the prospect of 
being employed. The fact is, that the greater 
part of the good clothing has been taken from the 
Christinos, and those without a warm winter coat 
were looking with impatience for an action, as the 
speediest mode of refreshing their wardrobes. 

The alarm was without cause, as the Queen's 
troops did not venture so far as even the com- 
mencement of the mountains in advance of Vic- 
toria ; but a serious fright was given to the old 
tady who provided our dinner, as she saw the sol* 
diers who were dismissed running up the street to 
their quarters, and fancied that the Christinos were 
in close pursuit. She had her silver and linen 
lacked up in a twinkhng, and both her sons 
loaded with them, to run up the mountains ; and 



her daughter, who hatd her baby iti her arms, was 
also equipped for a race, and the old lady made 
herself up for a short campatgn. Though she was 
persuaded that her fears were false, she continued 
agitated during the day, and she literally sent us 
up a dinner without garlic, much to our delight, 
but which to be omitted by a Spanish cook is 
generally considered as a proof of lunacy, or a 
near approach to it. 

Notwithstanding the civil war, the post from 
{"ranee came into and went regularly from head- 
qiiartei's, and a correspondence with every part 
of Spain, as well as with all Europe, was kept 
up through Bayonne and Londgn, and French 
journals were regularly received. The post was 
contraband, of course ; but it was so well orga- 
nized, that letters seldom went astray or were 
delayed. The private correspondence of Don 
Carlos, and all that which required great precau- 
tion, was sent to Tolosa by couriers, and from 
thence despatched to Irun. At Irun they were' 
given to footmen, who went through the moun- 
tains to Vera and Zugaramurdi, and were intro- 
duced into France, and brought to Bayonne on 
market-days, to the agent of the Infante there. 
This was done with so much rapidity, that the letter 
of Thursday night was received at Bayonne on 
Saturday morning, and the peasant who took the 
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bag retaraed with the correspondence from thence, 
and passed it along in the same manner, until it 
reached head-quarters. 

The conveyance for public letters and news- 
papers was from Tolosa, by Vera into France ; and 
a M. Laheroi^an, stationed at the former place» 
is a kind of postmaster-general, tp superintend the 
whole route, and forward extra couriers, if re- 
quired. There were six nnounted post-boys at 
head-quarters ; but a chain of men was kept up, 
over the ground where horses cannot move, at 
eight Ei^lish miles' distance from each other, who 
run across the mountains with the swiftness of 
deer, and communicate to and from the army with 
amazing rapidity. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



On the death of Ferdinand, at the close of Sep* 
tember, 1833, the royalist volunteers, in the dif- 
ferent parts of the Basque provinces, were in pos- 
session of their arms ; and no sooner was the new 
order of succession announced, than several mem- 
bers of the corps flew to them, determined to re- 
sist what they considered to be an innovation in 
the laws of the country, and because they were 
convinced that the Liberal party were the deter- 
mined enemy of their fueros, or privileges. Val- 
despina, a guerilla chief, raised the standard of 
revolt at Victoria, and Zabala, another mountain 
warrior, at Bilboa. The same thing was attempted 
in Guipuzcoa ; but the minor chief who led the 
way was killed in the first skirmish, and Lar- 
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dizabel proclaimed himself the deliverer of that 
province, and took his stand at Tolosa. 

The insurrection had not yet extended to Na- 
varre^ and the Queen's general^ Sars&eld, whether 
from disunion among the Carlist leaders, or be- 
cause the people were at the commencement un- 
willing to engage in the contest, found no diffi- 
culty in apparently putting it down, wad in obtain- 
ing possession both of Victoria and of Bilboa. 
General Castafion was the ccHnmander in Gui- 
puzcoa, and, wishing to share in the honour of 
quelling the revolt, incautiously marched with in- 
sufficient force on the town of Aspeitia^ 09 the 
frontier of Biscay ; but there he was siuprised by 
some mountain band^, and oblig^ to retire in dij^ 
order, into St. Sebastian's* From thence be sent 
to Pampeluna to demand assistance from Solar, 
the viceroy of Navarre ; but that person refused 
to comply with the request, alleging that the Etate 
of his own neighbourhood occupied ejcclusiveLy his 
attention* 

This indication of weakness soon got bruited in 
Navarre, and Santos Ladron, so well known as ft 
Royalist partisao^ coUeeted 500 men, and raised 
the standard of revolt in the kingdom > as it is 
called* He mardied along the heights of the Ames- 
coat, but almost destitute of food woA dotbiug for 
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his peoples aad he was» soon after, surprised and 
defeated by Colonel Lorenzo, and made prisoner, 
Jiis horse having been shot as he was effectitig his 
escape. Sasfcos Ladron was conducted to Pam- 
peluna ; and no sooner was his fate known to the 
|»6ople> so popular was he in the province, that 
^very one crowded to the goremor, and petition 
on petitKHi caaie in to the viceroy, praying either 
that be would spare bis Itfe, or at least suspend 
the execution until he received orders from Ma- 
•drid. The viceroy promised to comply ; but the 
v^ry next day, during the hour of promenade on 
the glacis^ some shots were heard in the direction 
of the citadel, and it was soon made public thatt 
Santos Ladron had, in defiance of the promise of 
the viceroy, been launched iuto eternity. 

c-Tbe effect produced on the people was visible 
to the commonest observer ; — not a wond was 
heard— not a inurmur explained their regret — but 
u 'dull cold silence proved that their feelings were 
touched ; and so powerful was the impression, that 
no less than fifteen hundred young men left Pam- 
peliina that evening, bound by an oath to avenge 
his deaith. These men went into the mountains, 
'Cnostly uoarmed ; but on being joined, in a few 
d^yisi after, by the celebrated Zumaiaearegur, then 
under surveillance, or as it is called, in CuarteU at 

Pampeliina, they made . up a subscription among 



128 THE COURT AND CAMP OF 

themselves, or procured money from their friended, 
and found the means to purchase arms in France, 
and to have them conveyed to them across the 
frontier. Ituralde, a wine-grower in the v^i^nity 
of Estella, and Don Pablo Sanz, forme|fj;gi|arilla 
parties; and a kind of oi^ani^ation took place, 
lunder the direction of Zumalacaregui — the young 
men most conversant with the mountaih-piisses, 
and evincing most resolution, being appointed 
-officers — and by degrees the bands assumed a 
^formidable aspect : and their confidence was in- 
creased by the appearance among them of Eraso, 
who, having escaped from Castanon into France, 
recrossed the frontier into Navarre, and insisted 
on serving nnder Zumalacaregui, though he was 
of superior military rank— he being a brigadier, 
'Avhile the other was but a colonel in the Spanish 
service* 

About this period — ^namely, at the close of No- 
vember, 1833 — General Castanon finding himself 
without a sufficient force in Guipuzcoa, invited 
several emigrants from France; and, among others, 
'the well-known El Pastor, or Jauregui, who orga- 
nized a band of guerillas, called chapel-gorrn, 
with the intention of employing thetn in the 
mountain warfare against the Carlists; but so 
powerless was the faction at that period, not- 
withstanding the alarm of the Queen's General^ 
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that in reality it was kept in awe by about a thou- 
sand regular troops, and of two hundred of these 
chapet'gorris* 

Gastafion, either from enmity to the people, or 
according to orders from Valdez, who had replaced 
Sarsfield, as he subsequently alleged, in an evil 
hour issued a proclamation suspending the fueros, 
or privileges, and denouncing the punishment of 
death for the most trifling disobedience of his 
orders. 

From that moment the spirit of revolt assumed 
a more serious character ; and as the leaders under 
the wise orders of Zumalacaregui avoided all regu- 
lar engagements with the Queen's troops, and 
only fought when sure of victory, and generally 
for the purpose of getting hold of arms and ammu- 
nition, the moral influence of the party daily in- 
creased, and as many men as could be provided 
with muskets joined their friends in the moun- 
tains ; the feeling in favour of Don Carlos being 
powerfully strengthened by the violation of the 
fueros, which the people considered as their birth- 
right, and will defend, as we in England should 
the Magna Charta. 

Castafion was removed in consequence of his 
decided unpopularity, and General Butron took 
his place, who proceeded in the same intemperate 
manner; and by levying contributions on the 
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clergy* and exposing them to the insults of the 
returned emigrants, compelled a body of men, 
whose influence is well known in the Basque 
Provinces, and who had hitherto used it rather in 
favour of the Queen than against her, from their 
desire of ease and the quiet possession of their 
livings, to take a decided part in favour of the 
revolt, and to use that powerful arm of a super- 
stitious country, the chair of confession, to stir up 
the flame of discord, and to animate the whole 
people against the despoilers of their religion and 
privileges. So powerful was this engine, that, after 
the Easter confessions in 1814, two thousand 
volunteers joined the fection — the greater part of 
whom were armed at the expense of the clergy, 
who had instigated them to act. 

At length the outcry agaist fiatron became so 
great, that the Queen removed him to Estra* 
madura, and Osma and El Pastor took charge 
of the province; the former understanding the 
people well, and they being gratified at finding 
one who felt and thought like them at their 
head. 

Such was the state of things in the province of 
Guipuzcoa, in the month of March, 1883. At the 
same .period, no progress had been made by the 
Carlists either in Biscay or Alava, as, after they 
were driven out of Bilboa, the high road was held 
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by the Qtieen*3 troops, and they were forced to 
take refuge in the mountain-passes of Guernica 
and Aspeitia ; and Zabala was compelled to hid€ 
himself in the wildest parts ; and the occupation of 
Victoria and Salvatierra secured to the Queen the 
whole plain of Alava. 

The true spirit of the contest was confined to 
Navarre, where Zumalacaregui organized his scanty 
forces ; but he could not gain possession of the 
high road, nor of any place beyond the passes 
of his mountains, till the month of April, 1834, 
when he had the honour Of striking the first 
important blow, and defeating the pom|>ous Que* 
sada, who, having succeeded Valdez, marched 
along the Borunda, and was tempted by an arti- 
fice of the Carlist's chief to follow him into the 
woods of Alsasua, where he was defeated disgrace- 
fully, and compelled to fly over the mountains to 
Villa Franca. Quesada lost several prisoners, th'e 
greater part of whom entered the Carlist k'anks, and 
many officers of merit, among whom the young and 
the gallant Charles 0*Donnell stood pre-eminent ; 
and he and two of his companions, who honourably 
refused to change their service, were shot the next 
day at Echarri Araniz. 

This act of cruelty, Zumalacaregui contended, was 
forced on him against his will by way of reprisal 
to a proclamation of the Queen's, issued in the 
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J[aniiiMfy piN^ioiitj. by :^hieb aU.pefiiPn^ vtt&Qiii 
iHijiei «rm9» above the gsade of leonrooii «oldie«9t 
w#re ordered to beuist^iitly p^t to ^teatb. . Ti^. 
p^Dseqtienee o^f this defeat wa^ the dtigrac^ .^f 
Que9adaj atid Rodil> then piiui^uigI)€ffiiCaTl$)^'j« 
Portugal— and called by the > Mf^drid Gm^itts tbn 
immortal Rodil, because he^ had npt firedva »b9^**^ 
wpfi pStOQouneed by publiQ opiDioa to be tb^ :Only 
pev8(^ .fit to he entrusted with th^ cpfima^d.^.ff 
^hejft«ny. // . 

^ The Carlbts weDt on inereaamg^m^.HUQi^^f^ 
ai94 morale though i^ver&l good oi]Seei9>:.«»efevi)| 
arf»9 for : the Qqeeu^ at the head qf .whem jmjf 
l!e:;daQBe4 Lorenzo Oraa and Liniares ^Mbttt iht 
atviyal of Pon Carloa ou the 9th of J^Uy^ ifi J^e 
Bftaque promeea, gare a new ti«irn to. tl^ eont^:; 
aiwi toitti tibiat day may be dtited tjhe omi#^&«^ 
^eQtAf'thetrittmph whiieh bia,%fn»yf i^LioJik^ 
pi^eQt houfi with few etceptnmsi^ :.he^ :^^6» 
attend^ w\i^. It i& remarkable that the .j>^ 
tcmt^tiim of Rodil, as coaunander-^miehieCbii^ilk^ 
mHTth^ tM^4)la()e^(^ ihe ^aiaedayth^i Poft Gftrto* 

: vWheOrthe Infi^^ejwfriyed* ihe'WhQl^,:foiv^'Df 
.the.Q»lii»t8diKl9^.^x{^d ip oiganiaidjji^iit^ 
ba|l^li0Wf of 0e^«n >^i^^ »a$h$ fc^itfeiMQ W*e 
frei^ teqto: fifteen dMmse^d readyel*^^^, Ae 
ranks, if arms and ammunition could beohfttitMd 



for ih^id : uttd as soon hb it wfts JtOMmutl^^be 
viras actnaily eotfie to »lmre th^ dangers ^fUm 
people^ every place dr TiHage, not held by' the 
Queo^ti^ troops, dedared m his favour ; but^ Cto 
watil of ihfi«iskel»^ and the cootinued hara^shig of 
the Cbflstinos, tetarded the general risings wUii^i 
wttilottt weapbn^^ it was aseless to attempt. 
' Rodll^ previous to leaving Madrid vritb ^ht 
arniy of 'i^tugaly was honoured by orders aiid 
decorations from the Queen ; and a grand Wvteiv 
of his^s^veti tbdusiind hungry troops was held in a 
larg^^atir outside the town ; and all the ilihaMl^ 
aMi lif^hged tO'Witness the parade, and >td tti&st 
tht brave detifVerers of their country on^tO'ifcath 
aiid glory; It was not at the time knowh^ thec^^ 
th^ foot is undoubted, that the. ganisoa of Aiachtil 
«d^Ate^^4«6p6M of olbthing lent, for that day^ cMj^^ 
thfeit^ Uiiifoniiii m cover the nakedness of ihdse^taatf- 
stlHhred^ and. tattered soldiersi and iSiali) the H^md 
tiight^'lh^ wardvobes were reiumoAy 4es(vihg^^^^ 
^fdUd^tS'of 4he inndcetkt ISttb^lta^io ^Mi#ehi^s<ii«iwi- 
^Itt^gf in the same style as thift c^lebrat^d^' bfig«4e 
of one Sir John Falstaff wto to pad4 tht€Migh 
< C«f^i^^ A- greal Atliuftie^ '^f4h^' -i><^''d4vils 
^ifi^rd pliti>iitd the teisfi^l^frdfl^ ^ ^j^^i^^/aiifd 
^hef {msidlntof tbe efaolei^ Wils ^¥^ to Madrid by 
^ihoseOirilKatl^ 4^cihi««S^'^ tbe^tld 6P the -itiltti^ 
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CHAPTER XV, 



Thb plan which Rodil proposed to carry into 
execution, on hia arrival at head-quarters, waa not 
ill-judged, and must have succeeded if backed by 
60,000 good troops, but it was ridiculous, with 
his 15 or 20,000 men ; and all the subsequent tri^ 
umpfas of the Carlists arose from th^ failure of a 
combination so extended as to be weak in all parts^ 
and accessible to their guerilla parties. His plan 
was one of occupation and of operations ; and he 
proposed^ by occupying the high road, and conn 
manding all the passes, and fortifying all the 
towns, to cut up and intersect the Carlists ; and 
then, by following them from place to place, to 
kill, capture, and destroy, or force them across the 
frontier into France. With this end he raised tem« 
porary works at Salvatierra and Olazaquatia — the 
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latter at the foot of the great pass of the Amesco- 
asy and both observing the Borunda, Echarri Ara- 
niz, and Irurzun — ^important as being the key of 
the Dos Hermanos, Los Arcbs, Estella, Puente de 
la Reina — on the road from Logrono, Lodosa^ Ta- 
faila, and Larraga, in the plain, north of the Ebro, 
leading to Pampeluna ; Elisondo, Uixlach, Lasaea, 
Zuguramurdiy San Esteban, and Echella, in the 
Bastan ; Iron^ Tolosa^ Hernani, Bergara, and Villa 
Franca, on the high road of Guipuzcoa ; Sornoza, 
DurangOy Eybar, Guernica, and Bilboa, in Biscay ; 
and in Alava, Trevinon, and the Pueblo de Ar- 
gaoson ; and he kept small columns in coiktinued 
activity between Pampeliina, Victoria, and St, Se- 
bastian, and these several posts. 

He then divided the mass of his troops into two 
colttraosi with the one raising fire and putting to 
the swordy under his own proper guidance, and 
with the other, under Cordova, persecuting Don 
Carlos, and following him from place to place : and 
so intensely was this pursuit kept up, that: Don 
Carlos has more than once slept on the bare heath 
in the. mountains ; and Cordova entered the villi^e 
of Leiza about a quarter of an hour after the In- 
fante had escaped. But the fidelity of the people, 
and their acquaintance with the rocky passes, saved 
him from his. enemies ; and, while they fancied 
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they had their hands upon him, he slipped away 
through some concealed crevice in the mountain* 

At one period Rodil divided the army into se- 
veral small columns/ and eachy marching upon a 
point where it was ascertained Don Carlos actually 
.was, enclosed him within a circle, and made sure of 
his< capture. Rodil came up the Borunda from 
Pampeluna ; Lorenzo came down that valley from 
Salvatierra ; Figueras had crossed from Guipuzcoa 
.by Segura^ and each believed that he had driven 
the Infante before him, and had caught him in the 
net. At length, the hunters arrived together at Ec- 
harri Araniz. — '' You have him !** exclaimed Rodil 
to Lorenzo. — •' No/'.repHed the other, " I pushed 
him into your arms.'' — " Then you must have him, 
Figueras," cried both. ** No, I handed him to you/' 
said the last. The fact was, Don Carlos, early 
apprised of the combination, had slipped away 
during the chace ; and, while his enemies were 
disputing which of them should have seized biiii, 
Jhe was in security at the village of Aspeitisi in 
Biscay. 

While Rodil was thus occupied in pursuing 

Don Carlos, or in organizing his force, or in exaV 

.perating the people, Zumalacaregui was not idle, 

and, taking advantage of the neglect, with whiqh 

the . immortal Rodil treated him, he occupied 
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nimself in forming jsomething like an array/ and 
drawing clothing and ammunition for it from 
France fey smuggling. He then ventured to at- 
tack ^ Rodil's detachments, and, after a success 
liiearly on the same ground where he had de- 
feated Quesada; ,he blocked up the passes of the 
Amescoas/and established a manufactory for pow- 
der at the village of Sudari, and granaries in other 
village^ — Jhe Amescoas, as I described elsewhere, 
bluing an extensive table-land 9 full of life and culti- 
vaiion, though at a great elevation, and approacli- 
•jable.oply by four most difficult Puertas. 
., In Jujy, 1834, he also surprised Carandolet be- 
tween iBstella and Sudan, in the gorge of the same 
jnoiihtain^ and took two hundred and fifty horses 
from him, and General Villa Emanuel prisoner, 
.who, according to the barbarous warfare existing 
before the Eliot convention, was shot the follow- 
ing .4ay- The. same Carandolet was surprised 
again fourteen days after, near Vianna, where 
he lost three hundred horses; and by means of 
these two captures, Zumalacareguiconipience^ the 
formation of cavalry, in which Don Carlps is, how- 
ever, still most deficient! 

Hitherto, the Carlist warfare was confined to 
^rhe mountains, because they were deficient in 
cavalry and artillery; but on the 27th of Octo- 
ber, Zumalacaregui came down from the hills 
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and gave batde to Osina and O'Doyle, on tbe 
plains of Alegria, in front of Victoria, and defeated 
them with the Ices of one thousand pmoners, 
three pieces of artillery, and the colours of the 
6th regiment. The gallant O'Doyle, worthy of a 
better fate, and the officers taken with him, were 
shot, the following day. Fifteen hundred muskets 
were collected on the ground, and all die common 
soldiers, made prisoners, took service with Don 
Carlos. 

Rodil, finding his position tuniing each hour 
more critical, and exasperated with the people for 
soiling the lustre of his immortality, extended his 
system of fire-raising and destruction ; and h^ 
ordered every house where Don Carlos had slept 
in his wanderings to be rased to the ground, and 
laid heavy fines on the villages where the Carlists 
had found rations, or through which the Infante 
had passed. He also declared war against tbe 
clergy, and ordered the bells of tbe several 
churches not to be rung, under pretence that they 
served as signals to the enemy; and he burned 
the celebrated convent of Aransasua, a magicid 
building, second only to the Escurial, where one 
thousand beds were made up, — placed, as if out of 
the reach of mischief, on one of the steep erag^ 
of the mountains near Onate. 

Hie banditti,^ called peseieros, were charged with 
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tliis duty; mndy as a retributive justice, all the 
prisoners of that body, since taken, are employed 
m repairing at the convent some portion of the 
injury committed by them. 

The inhabitants of the provinces, already ex- 
^t^d by the probable loss of their yii^ro*, wanted 
only this further wrong to complete the measure of 
their ire ; and finding on the one hand the mild 
paternal sway of Don Carlos, and on the other the 
ravages and murders of the Christinos, a settled 
and deep enmity to the Queen's name and het 
cause was imbibed, which, whatever may be the 
final result of this contest, will not be got rid of 
for many years; and the most offensive epithet 
which can now be applied among the Spanish 
Basques, is the friend of the wife of Munoz, by 
which title the Queen Regent is best known to 
them. The name of Rodil is execrated in Na- 
varre ; and I never heard it pronounced by the 
women, who give the tone in civil warfare, without 
a loathing and a shudder. 

During the panic which his success on the 27th 
of October excited, Zumalacaregui crossed the 
Ebro^ disarming the Urbanos, and raising contri* 
;bution8 ; and he laid hands on a Urge quantity of 
cloth at. Fuen Mayor, which was an acceptable 
present to his men on the approach of winter* 

At length, the immortal Rodtl shared the same 
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fate as his predecessors ; and the complaints of 
the people finding their way to Madrid , and his 
repeated successes turning out to be all fables, he 
was recalled^ and Mina — the guerilla Mina — was 
entrusted with the supreme command ; the mini- 
sters of the Queen fearing that he meant to put 
himself at the head of a constitutional movement^ 
and giving him this place to keep him out of their 
way; reasoning, like true Spaniards, that if he 
succeeded, he was for them — if he failed, he de- 
stroyed his reputation among, the Liberals. It was 
supposed by others, that Mina's name would have 
aroused the country in his favor ; but there never 
was a greater mistake: whatever feeling there 
might have been for him because he was a native 
of the provinces, it was erased in consequence of 
his foolish attempt at invasion in 1830, when he 
penetrated as far as Vera, on the confines of the 
Bastan, and was obliged to return into France, be- 
cause the people refused to join him. 

At this period, the Christino garrison, in Gui- 
puzcoa, began to feel the inconvenience of their 
position ; and the Carlist guerillas cut off the com- 
munications, except in lai^e bodies, and even set 
fire to the gates .of Tolosa, and turned the 
water from St. Sebastian, and made the situa- 
tion of these isolated bodies so precarious that it 
became evident the system which gave them birth 
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must be abandoned, unless the Queen sent large 
reinforcements, so as to keep respectable bodies 
in motion constantly between them. 

Biscay was perhaps the province where Carlism, 
though it commenced there, made least progress y 
and the people, hearing of the successes of the 
Carlists in Navarre, began to grumble at their 
own inactivity, and openly accused their chief, 
Zavala, of cowardice ; and so far did the matter 
become seiious, that Don Carlos found it necessary 
to go there, to assemble the Junta ; and after hear- 
ing the complaints of his adherents, and the de- 
fence of the accused, both Zavala and Valdespina 
were removed — the former being banished to 
Italy, the other being sent to the head-quarters of 
Zumalacaregui ; and Sarasa, the present com- 
mander of the province, was nominated in their 
place. 

"After this appointment, the .war in Biscay took 
another feature. Sarasa, and the well-known 
guerilla leader, Castor, who, up to this moment, 
clings to the two banks of the river between Bil- 
boa and Portugalete — though these places are in 
the Queen's hands— tried to straighten the gar- 
risons in the small forts ; and the system, so useful 
ini Guipuzcoa, began to pf'oduce in Biscay the 
feame fruits. 
The operations of Mina were confined to hia 
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bed*chamber and dining-room in Pampeluna, and 
the collecting of money transmitted as part of the 
produce of the Ardoin loan ; and Zumalacaregui took 
advantage of that repose to organize his battalions, 
occasionally cutting off a convoy, making prison* 
ers the garrison of Echarri Araniz, blowing up the 
fort of Oliguisetta, at the foot of the pass of the 
ArmescoaSy and by compelling the Christiiios to 
evacuate Irurzun, Los Arcos, and Estella. 

Mina was at length compelled to resign, — his 
humbug could be carried on no farther ; and 
Valdez, the Captain-general of Valencia, an honest 
man, one of the best generals in the service, and 
in whose favour all votes combined, having been 
made minister of war, determined to conduct the 
operations in person. For that purpose the army 
was recalled behind the Ebro, and there re-orga-» 
nized, and the quinta, raised for the occasion, in- 
corporated with it ; but to show into what hands 
the new commander-in-chief hatl fallen, the 
first day of his appearance at Burgos the whole of 
his baggage was stolen, and so audacious were the 
plunderers, that the soldiers offered in the sti*eets 
the gold and silver lace which they had stripped 
from the oflScers' coats. 

The arrival of Valdez at the army was hailed 
in Madrid by all the friends of the Queen, and 
those who before doubted of her success began to 
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give their confidence to the supposed plans -of an 
honest and an active officer ; and the first procla- 
mation which he published was so well suited to 
the circumstances of the moment, that a speedy 
settlement of the question was looked to. 

Don Carlos and Zumalacaregni calculated more 
wisely; and neither the one nor the other was 
alarmed at the name or the preparations of Valdez, 
and the chief of the Carlists quietly made his cal- 
culations to give the new general the same kind 
of reception which all his predecessors had expe- 
rienced. 

Valdez advanced with his whole force from Vic- 
toria to Salvatierra^ at the opening of the Borunda ; 
and, in order to prove his power over the country, 
determiBed to cross the Amescoas — an exploit 
which none of his predecessors had attempted. 
The Carlists allowed him to cross the most difficult 
puerta without any obstruction but that of nature, 
and to bivouac on the summit of the mountain, 
without any other inconvenience than that afforded 
by the snow, which, though in the month of April, 
fell in quantities ; but as soon as he got entangled 
in the defiles leading to a descent, Zumalacaregni, 
who had slept with all his men under cover, and 
in full security, in the village close to the pass, 
while the Christines had experienced the incle- 
mency of the weather and the want of provisions, 
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fell upon the young troops in such number^ that 
they broke in disorder ; and the panic being com- 
municated to the bulk of the army, a total rout 
took place — the fugitives never rallying until shel- 
tered in Estella. 

Fortunately for the English public, Lord Eliot 
and Colonel Gurwood arrived in the field on the 
day of the defeat; and, by their indisputable 
evidence, the true condition of the belligerent 
armies was, for the first time, well understood in 
London and Paris. No less than five thousand 
stand of arms were picked up on the ground. 
Valdez retreated behind the Ebro, and Zumala-^ 
caregui, finding himself clear of the mass of the 
Queen's troops, determined on taking the various 
forts in Guipuzcoa, and of again obtaining pos* 
session of the high road to Irun, and made a com- 
mencement by laying siege to Villa Franca in May, 
1835. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



IsAY laying siege^ for the hqnour of the noble 
aft of war ; but the whole of his artillery consisted 
of ooe mortar, which he had cast himself, and 
three field-pieces taken from the Christinos. The 
Carlist chief supposed that Valdez would attempt 
to reUeve Villa Franca, and that another good 
occasion would be presented to measure strength ; 
and Valdez did, in fact, advance as far as the 
Lecumberi ; but Eraso came down by Leiza, and 
took up a position between Lecumberi and Tolosa, 
and the Ghristino General, fearing that a large 
force was in the rear, thought it more prudent 
not to advance, and Zumalacaregui carried on 
his ' operations without interruption. Espartero 
in the mean time had advanced from Bilboa, 
believing that Valdez would come on, and with 
the intention of putting the Carlists between 
two fires ; but the retreat of Valdez had left the 

G 



146 THE COURT AND CAMP OF 

ivhole Carlist force free to act, and Espartero was 
caught on the heights of Descarga^ nearDurango, 
and defeated with the loss of 1200 prisoners. 
The governor of Villa Franca, on being convinced 
of the disgrace of Espartero^ surrendered ; and three 
hundred of his men joined the Carlist ranks. 

This event was followed by the evacuation of 
Tolosa, Bei^ara^ Eybar, Ochandiana and Du- 
rango, in all which the Carlists found cannon, 
arms, and ammunition, so that, as was anticipated, 
their several forts turned out to be depots for Don 
Carlos. Valdez, fearing that the garrison in the 
Bastan and on the French frontier would equally 
fall into the hands of the enemy, ordered the 
whole to be evacuated, and took the ruins of the 
army behind the Ebro ; and the Carlists became 
masters of the four provinces, with the exceptiou 
of Bilboa, St. Sebastian, Pampeluna, Logrono> 
Viana, Puente de 1^ Reina, Tafalla, Laraga, 
Lerin, and Victoria. 

Zumalacaregui, against his judgment, ttnd com- 
pelled by Don Carlos, next laid sieg^ tp Bilboa ; bpt 
by gross mismanagement, and by his unfortunate 
death, the Carlists were repulsed with disgrace, 
and the hopes of the Queen's party, which had 
been long depressed, commenc^ again to be 
excited. Don Carlos took the command of the 
army on himself, in order to stifle the pretensipns 
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i^od jntrig^uei) of th«i various aspUant^ ta 'ZmosMla- 
caiegui's plgce,; but he nanoed Monsi^o aeoo^ 
under him, and that officer was beaten by Cor*- 
dovf^ at MeoMligoda^ and compelled to raise' the 
siege of Puente de la Reina, whieh^ a^ some coYa^ 
pensation for the disgrace at Bilboa, wa$ under- 
taken in the retreat. The discooifiture of the 
Carlists wafl[ owing to the imprudent use ipade by 
Moreiu) of his imperfect cavalry^ and the want of 
ammunition, wjhich was two hours behindhand ; 
and Qordova,. now confirmed as commander-in- 
chief by theQueen, wrote to Madrid that he had 
broken the spirit of the Carlist army, and that he 
would march through < the provinces whe^ and 
where he pleased. 

Don Carlos also was compelled to change his 
plans ; and the whole army crying out against Mo- 
renOt. that officer was displaced, and Casa Bguia, 
an jold officer of engineers, the friend and adviser 
of Zumalacaregui, was placed at itshead^ and he, 
with great talents for organization and discipline, 
si^t about improving the form and< tone of the 
tropps, with the intention of resignijag in favour of 
Vma^Rea), when all his plans are concluded. 

It must not be forgotten, that, after the defeat 
of the Aznescoas, Cordova went tQ Madrid ; — som^ 
say on his own account, as. be^ aimed at being 
appointed ambassador to Paris ; others,, by order 
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of Valdez, to represent verbally to the Queen and 
the ministry the necessity of demanding fulfilment 
of the quadruple treaty, and an intervention both 
by France and England : but Martinez de la Rosa 
sent a courier to Valdez, stating that such a request 
must be made on his responsibility, and desired 
him to take the opinion of the officers near him on 
the subject. Valdez did accordingly hold a coun- 
cil of war, and a paper was unanimously agreed to, 
declaring that without the assistance of foreign aid 
the war in the provinces could not be got under. 

The demand of intervention was then formally 
made, and as formally refused ; but a side-wind 
compliance was given in France by handing over 
to the Queen the foreign legion at Algiers, and in 
England by suspending the mutiny act, and allow- 
ing: men to be enlisted for the Queen. In conse- 
quence of these licenses, six thousand English 
auxiliaries were landed in the north of Spain from 
Santander to Bilboa ; and in addition to the foreign 
le&rion, about a thousand men, under the command 
of a Colonel Schwartz, were passed through the 
frontier into Aragon, from whence the greater 
part have lately returned in the most deplorable 
condition. 

It would appear that Cordova, on the arrival of 
the English, prepared to forto a junction with 
them, and to regain possession of the high road to 
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Irun ; and three thousand auxiliaries, aided by 
three thousand Spaniards, did attempt to force a 
passage from St. Sebastian at Hernani, on the 
30th of August last ; but not having succeeded, 
theywent to Bilboa, and subsequently to Santan- 
der by sea, from whence, by a long circuit through 
Castile, they found the way to Burgos and Vic- 
toria. During their stay at Bilboa, they covered 
the retreat of Espartero and Espeleta, who had 
made an excursion froni thence, and would have 
been cut to pieces by Sarasa, were it not for the 
timely appearance of the English. 

About the close of September last, the revolt ia 
Catalonia began to show itself in a decided manner ; 
and, in consequence of the earnest remonstrances 
made by the deputies sent from that province for 
arms, a General and a body of troops to stimu- 
late them with confidence, it was determined to 
comply with the request and an expedition of 
4000 Navarese, under Guerege, a colonel pro- 
moted to a brigade for that purpose, was got 
ready ; but, in order to cover the movement, it was 
necessary to amuse Cordova, who was in force at 
Logrono, observing the mass of the faction with 
Don Carlos at Estella ; and accordingly Don Car- 
los passed into Castile, as far as.Pancorbo and 
Miranda del Ebro. Cordova hurried after the 
Carlists, and Guerege then marched into Aragon, 
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gMig M^ilhiB fWe leagues of the ibrtress of Jaca^ 
and livying centributioiis in Httesca, MwAxaBtxa,- 
and fi^lly entering Catakmia at the Conqiie de 
Trempa; on being ajiaitred^of wUeb, Dan £)arios 
recrodsed the Ebro and reiurned to his former 
quarters at Est^Ua^ 

I ehould have mentioned, that^ i/ibi)e#he Boghab 
aiHciliaries were at Bilboa/ an attem|>i was made 
to form a junction between tb^n and tba^mani 
body of the Queen's army ^ boty in oideir to saie 
the #liame of being obliged to take the outside '>of 
the cnrcley as was subsequently done, thefeUa^ing 
plan tf as proposed and attempted. The^ Englidi, 
mA El Pastor, were to march frotn SAfaoa to 
DurangOy thence by Bergara to Onate^ destvoymg 
the manufsiAtories and granaries by the vMiy, and 
then to cross the mountains by Ahazuaj and 
Cordova was to penetrate the Borunda^ by Sal^a* 
tierray and welcome his brave allies in that fertile 
valley. 

If the Carlists were good-natured, <^ey might 
have done so;, but the English who Came out of 
Bilbpa on. the; 27th, finding the enemy in force at 
Arrigariaga, retiirqed withputr risking an action ; 
and Cor4ova, who slept in Salvatierra on the 27th, 
was glad to return to Victoria on the 28th with a 
small lo8s» his rear-guard being ' harassed by 
guerillas* The English then went round by San- 
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lander and Balmaseda, and Cordova having again 
reached the Ebro, the long'^lesired meeting was 
effected between Burgos and Victoria, where^ on 
the day of my visit to the outposts of Don Carlos, 
theKl^mi&tinos and the auxiliaries were: and on 
that day ^ifie^ rival forces occupied the following 
lines, in front of each other — the Christinos being 
at Saraga, Lerin, Lodosa, Viana, and Victoria ; 
and the Carlists at Estella and the villages in ad- 
vance of— bordering the plain — Salvatierra, Man* 
queta, and Guevara, and the villages extending to 
the high road from Victoria to Salinas. I speak 
not of the other points, because it was only here 
that Uie mass of the two armies was assembled, 
their lines being within two leagues of each other ; 
and I can answer for the Carlists being ready, fdr 
action, if the Christinos moved. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



The inteiests of Bou Carlos, and the probability 
of making a forward movement on Madrid, are so 
connected with the .progress of the revolt in the 
provinces of Catalonia and Lower Aragon, that a 
brief notice of its rise and actual condition will 
not be out of place, as an addition to the foregoing 
sketch of the civil war. It is well known to all 
persons acquainted with these provinces, that, how- 
ever numerous the friends of the Constitution and 
the Queen are in the large towns, the great bulk of 
the people in the interior, especially in the mountain- 
ous districts, are in favour of Don Carlos'; and, as 
far back as April last, numerous small bands were 
oi^anized under the command of persons who had 
borne arms in the Army of the Faith in 1823, or by 
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friarSy who^ persecuted by the Liberals^ abandoned 
their cloisters for the field, and raised the enthu^ 
siasm and superstition of the people* According 
to the calculations then made> there were 4500 
men under armS; divided into bands^ none exceed- 
ing five hundred, others as small as twenty^five 
men. The various demands made by the Cata*- 
lonians.for arms and assistance induced Don Carlos 
seriously to turn his attention to that quarter; 
and in the month of August last a body of 
4000 men, among whom was the celebrated bat- 
talion of Navarese guides, was formed in the 
valley of Ulzama in Navarre, and marched under 
the orders of Brigadier Guerege through Aragon 
into Catalonia ; and the moment its arrival wai 
proclaimed, the Carlists of the province assembled 
in large numbers, arranged themselves into three 
divisions, and placed at their head favourite parti-^ 
sans, Samso/ Muchacho, and Albert. 

At the same time appeared a chieftain, named 
Burgo, in whom the Catalans placed implicit faith ;.. 
and it was to his guidance, more than that of 
Guerege, that they looked for a certain triumph of 
their cause ^ but they still required some one who 
united more pretensions than either of those per^ 
sons — one who possessed the pride of birth as well 
as military experience; and the deputies to Don 
Carlos were instructed to sa.y that 4he Conde de^ 
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yftpal i ft ^ «o weH Imowjsi. ia the ^pmnam, was the 
pepoa b«st cidoWlaitod to inspiro the ecoMMce of 
the Df^IreA and tiie poofde. 

Oyerturestwene aecoviii^y madelo d^ CenA^r 
then re«i(jiAg at Tijajm uadev the mvrtiihame of 
the police^ and. be, hftring foondrntaos to baOe 
the vigilfttiee of his gnaidians, arsweA at Per- 
]Hga<^»» where hewaejoinedbySaiiiaa; aad, a few 
days after^ he cipqaed the. frcmtierr Samad^ who 
bad previously goae ia^ aad Maohaeho^ with. a. 
baod of one hiindfed aod fifty menir bekig prepaa^d 
te reeeive him*. The sequel of the tCoode's 
story. rei99aHia ioTolved in myslwy» and - it is 
di|i^«4t to determine jf there was.treasoov^M^ who 
is the traitor ; but of the fact tliece. ean be 'Up 
doqbty that the Conde de Espafia« the two ohiaf- 
tains, and the party of one hundred and fifty man, 
travelling. dose to the French frontier a Caw days 
after, were seized. by. a.pkquet of the Foeneh^ii^r 
fantry, made prisoner^ and eondueted to Per* 
pigpan. , 

Thi^ untoward event made a gfeat senaatioa ia. 
the provii»ce; asd. wctre it not that B^ifgo ji>- 
mained: to rally jthe spirit, . of the peopl^^i it ia» pi^ 
baUe that the enti^oae.woaid have . boon, i^bm** 
doned ; but that chief kept the bands itk motion, 
and tbougli the pregress was not so rapid, aa was 
expected, there was no want of Sortunata eveata. 
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The ti^ause of Boa Carlos WM filrtlK^f ch^dk^d 
by ftbeioeffi^iency of Gaerege^ add lb& dkd^^ent 
of the NftraitBei who, findibg ^atthfe CtttlLlahs 
wei>^ betl<^r vpatdttbafi. thenQHselv4i8; jemd fteqti6iltiy 
bettet fed, tod revivitig tbe old ^ettlotisy which 
exists between the iDlittbitants of the ttro pro^ 
vinees^ detefrmined on retohiing td tbeir o\^n 
mountains^ and compelled Otfei'eg^ t6 conduct 
them back; and. tbe greater part lately arrived ih 
the Bastan^ after an absence of three months. 
During their stay in Catalonia, several strong 
points were seized, which are still in the possession 
of the native partisans ; and one alone, a town on 
the coast, yields a monthly revenue of 1000 dollars, 
out of salt-works belonging to the Government, 
and which the Carlists laid hold of by the right of 
possession, if not of law. 

The movement in Catalonia was responded in 
Lower Aragon; and Cabrera and Quelas organ- 
ized several formidable bands, and by their activ- 
ity replaced Carnicer, the former chieftain, who 
wad taken in disguise at the bridge of Miranda, 
atid shot ; and, under their care, a force not far 
short of 10,000 men proclaimed Don Carlos, and 
have obtained almost exclusive possession of both 
banks of the Ebro. 

In conclusion, it may be said that there are in 
CatHloiiia 1 2,000 Carlists, armed and organized ; 
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and as many more in separate bands^ irregularly 
armed ; and in Lower Aragon, perhaps 8000 of 
the former, and 6000 disunited partisans ; and it 
is supposed, when the expedition now forming of 
4000 men and 200 officers, under General Ma- 
rotto, at Mondragon, enters the provinces, that a 
more serious character will be given to the revolt, 
and the road opened .to Madrid in a quarter for 
which the Queen is not prepared. 
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CHAPTER Xyill. 



Having remained two days at Onate^ we de^ 
termined to prosecute our journey to the head- 
quarters of the army ; and^ after an a£fectionate 
leave of our kind host and hostess, and being fur- 
nished jwith passes from the Infante, and orders 
for rations^ if necessary, both for ourselves and 
the horses, we started at break of day, on the 7th 
of December, for Estella, where General Eguia 
then was. It had rained during the night, and 
the clouds were resting on the mountains over 
which. we had to go, and our route. had a gloomy 
and ominous commencement; but, scarcely had 
we crossed the first range of hills, than the atmo* 
sphere cleared up, and a scen^ of glory opened on 
every side. The mountain, cast into paany fan- 
tastic shapes, appeared to close about us ; but 
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as we climbed the tracks smiling villages were 
seen between them ; and if we looked back, we saw 
the sun brightening the samroit of the immense 
sierra of Durango. 

la some places there was nothing hntrfvurie^ or 
heathy but in others cultiTation was carried be- 
yond the reach of ordinary industry ; and fields of 
turnips, or the young wheat-grounds, were found 
in places almost inaccessible^ while flocks of sheep, 
picking the scanty herbage, were scattet^ed over 
the hills, where culture could not be carried. On 
the right hand, the rocky mountain where the 
Garlistd^ wiere accudtoiiiefd ta tatie refilg^ wheti^At^ 
tack^ by El Pastor, whose head-^quarters w^re 
for ii long period at B^gata, a^mddt o^erbiliig' 
Onate; md, 4Sn tlie left, tihe d^in of Mis' gira-' 
dually brdke dflTin- the* line of Villa Wtsaie^, opm^ 
ing^ large t^ets df table*land, whtere ^aaplt eropsf 
of IndiiAi^cbril Wd been feaiped iH^ September) uM 
wh€^r^ ybiii^g wfa^ftt was now laid? A)W!4, as^oft© of 
the recotufft^rsilati^s of Don Carlos to the Jun^tas^ 
"vwiB to eiicotimg«$ th^ sowing of Wh^eitft aa pmfth d^ 
po88tbfe,ft>pr<ividefoi' the next y^tir's Wa&td. the 
roftd vMjEkS decfperat^ly bad, atid oiir hoi^dieB flbiln- 
dere^tfamtigb'ttie^ txiad sfnd brokeu stofies^; but 
we kept them' to theit work, and hill lifter hill was 
vatiqliil$bed>. 

Our gbide on foot led the wtty, i^d 6)pitog like 
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si wild «teer over any obi»taeIe of the foad. He 
wfift:a well'^iwde^afitiiieNavaisese ; one oC tt« men 
i» attaidaQce 60 Bonr Carlos and t)m QewttreAs, 
called confidantes f in whose good finlh uhbmnided 
trii^ift;r^oie4# and: who* wlkaa there is a eh^ilce 
oC their beiogantercepted hy the enemy, h^ar the 
(vdet^MKl oomratnicMk>n8 by word of .ixrou^ and' 
thoca)tsj9oiafi.iiietance, siace the comoiencieoieBt: 
of< the a^mggie, of their haviog httmytsA er tieg* 
lepted^ rtheir /duty. They are men of bettor. 
hahit&UiaiQ ihe soldiers or the peasantry> and are 
well p•id9^^as tbe- safety of the cause, depends, fre-^ 
queatiyon their prudence ; and I found that ike 
pefS0n>i9ho':now attended us^ was more reserved 
in kW. manner than the guides generally are^ and 
rather declined than favoured that converaatbn . 
which , Spanish escorts invaifiably keep up, and 
whi^h to refuse participating is a great f^Ssnce;. 
The coi^dante acts in the provinces the^samefmnl: 
whiqh the Tatar fulfils in Turkey ; thati is to say, 
he ireprQsents the highest anthonty, tand^.a# hnr 
denmod horses, or rations are provided fiM^^hose 
is^kornvJia coniisoys ; and if robben '^are on tie 
r<iftd#i4rbiQhwiHi happen in^ibe beatn^ulated dis*^ 
tnels^ tbey'Aimd meddKngt with his jin^^iafii the> 
certaiti. vengeance. of government would pumiie 
those who interfered with him. 
ThejINkik ikftur's ride in the mona^attis, ihear 
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Onate^.^hows you the whole nature of this civil 
war, and the strength and security of the CarUsts; 
and the mode is immediately explained by wfafich 
a beaten foe was enabled to cone together BgaiA^r 
and to exist in .defiance of their opponents. In^ 
the first place, hills succeed hills, sp that ei[eryv 
one of them affords a defensible position; and tb&y 
are so numerous that a few men can spread themr 
selves abouty and oppose the entrance of a great 
number. Then supposing those points are forced^' 
an easy refuge is at hand in the great mountains> 
which can only be entered by passes, where^ 100 
men can act against 1000 ; and within tbos^ 
passes are valleys abundant and fertile, where an 
army can find full resources until the enemy arci 
obliged to abandon the points, from the want of 
proirisions, or the inclemency of the weather. If 
the passes be secured, there is no danger ; andr • 
those valleys, full of cattle, sheep, and corn, and 
extending for several leagues, can only be com<^ 
pared to an imm^ise city surrounded by im- 
pregnable fortifications. 

It was thus that Zumalacaregui sustained bis 
men, when compelled to fly before the Queen's 
superior force; and. until the Queen shall have 
sufficient men to stop all the puer/as, and march 
through the intermediate valleys, she must despair 
of either destroyipg the. resources, or weakemng 
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the moral of the Carlists. For instance^ the val- 
ley of the Borunda extends nine leagues — thirty- 
six English miles — ^in which are numerous villages^ 
and the soil is fertility itself; and it is protected by 
the range of the Guipuzcoa hills on one side^ anid 
the Amescoas on the other^ and defended with fa- 
cility at the few passes which those desperate hills 
.admit of. But should. the Christinos descend into 
the Borunda^ which with an overwhelming force 
they occasionally have done, and may by possibility 
do again, the Carlists have the Amescoas to fly 
to, where they may defy any power that the 
Queen can collect; because there are but two 
passes to these mountains, each a. mile from the 
base to the summit, so rugged and so ^eep that a 
good horse will suffer in the climbing, and 4t 
every twenty yards of which are positions which a 
few men can maintain against a thousand. At 
the top of the Amescoas there is a table-land, ex- 
tending as far ad Estella, about twenty miles, 
within which are villages without number, and 
abundant stores. If the Queen had possession of 
all the rest of Navarre, the Carlists could hold out 
for many months in the Amescoas. 

A ride of three hoursr brought us to the summit 
of a lofty mountain, which we contemplated with 
awe from the base — so far did it over-top thp 
lesser hills which we had crossed ; and as we 
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descended a short way on the other side^ we 
obtained a magnificent view over the (biile valley 
reaching throagh a range of hilte frotti Villa 
Flanca, ^ich was green with tunitp^crops^ or 
hMPfh where the wheat had been jnst covered dver. 
Far away to the left we got a glimpse of Villa 
Fran^; c^n the left also, but more to th^ eastward, 
the villi^e of Segnra ; and as we went on^ making 
a turn to the right, the little hamlet of Cegania 
watt seen nestling among the crags^ halfway down 
the mountain. Here the road became very bad; 
aftd we were obliged to dismount and lead our 
bcPTses, who were unable to keep their footing with 
oor weight ; arid our servant, a great Basqtie mon- 
ster of sixteen stone, who accompanied us because 
be ^ntraeCed for the horses and spoke the patois 
of the eoQfitry, amused us not a litfle by his curs^ 
ing and growling as he laboured through the mud; 
Frangois was a perfect comedy throughout ; and 
whienever the road was dull, we anrased oui^seftes 
by torifienting him, as we sood found that he wais 
a most arraftt coward, ancT fancied every btish a 
Christino or a rdbber. He had some months be- 
fore accompanied a person^ through the provhices^ 
who had given offence to the government at Ma- 
drid ; and Cordova swore, if he caught him, he 
would hang him at the first tree. The gentleman 
alluded to now formed one of our party; and 
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Frangois^ whose avarice and whose tears seemed 
to su9tain a perpetual struggle, was ready over and 
oveif again to relinquish his engagement, when be 
found that we were approaching a dangerous post. 
On these occasions we galloped forward if the 
ground ednuttedi and left him in an agony to follow 
as fai^ ashis little gelding could carry his great bulk, 
heedless of the cries and entreaties which he sent 
after us to stop ; a^id when he did come up, he was 
generally in a palsy of fear, hiuttering curses 
against his own folly, and against us if he dare. 
The caufidc^Hle was the only one of the party to 
whom the road, was not painful ; and he, though he 
carried bis gun, passed lightly from crag to crag, 
and 'always kept in advance. 

The coMinued descent brought us at lei^tb ta 
Cegama, the kamlet above noticed, where we 
stopped to refresh and give the horses coro^ Thei 
IHtte inyi was miserable, the. windows without 
glsM, Aod aothing but boiled beans to be obtained ; 
but.our sack contained a couple of fowU and aome 
lapeadi and the venta furnished us with excelksit 
wifjie and dried grapes and apples* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Wb were now fairly in Navarre, and had the 
opportunity of comparing the peasantry of the 
kingdom, as they called it, with those of the pro- 
vinces we had passed through ; and we fancied 
that we saw their decided character in their sunken 
eyes, hard brows, and rugged features. They 
appeared to be less amiable in their manner than 
the people of Guipuzcoa, particularly the women, 
who were coarse and hard-mouthed ; and however 
much we admired that pertinacity with which they 
continued a contest for their ancient fueros^ we 
saw but little inducement to abide long amongst 
them. 

The Spaniards are in general the most amiable 
people in the world ; and no one ever passes an* 
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other on the road without wishing him good day, 
and without lifting hi& hat to those of better 
appearance ; and they are nowhere more so than 
in the province we had just left ;. as^ since our 
entry into Spain, every Spanish soldier and officer 
gave us a friendly welcome. Even the women did 
not omit the usage ; and in the close of the day, as 
we passed through the villages^ it was pleasant to 
hear the sweet adios senores! vayan ustede^ con 
Dios! But we found a harsher tone in Navarre ; 
and every man passed his way with that sulky inde- 
pendence which a true John Bull is taught from 
his youth to attain. In one respect, the peasants 
of Navarre diiFer from other Spaniards^ and that iSj 
they seldom wear hats or caps, and each binds his 
head with a coloured kerchief^ the hair being 
so cut as to form a fringe all round. It is not a 
very becoming coiffurcy and, as may be supposed, 
adds to the wildness, if not ferocity, of their appear- 
ance. The rest of the dress is unbecoming, as it 
commonly consists of a brown jacket and breeches 
with grey woollen stockings; about which, from the 
ankle to the knee, are wound the strings of their 
sandals or alpargaias. 

While mounting our horses at Cegama, the crowd 
which gathered round us from curiosity talked 
amongst themselves of the probability of our being 
robbed, as we bad to pass through a very bad 
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wood where some ladrones had laifely hariboured ; 
and though three of them had been taken and eboty 
enough remained to cry ^* stand '' to a good man. 
Thi9 we did not rdgard. as onr eof»/&Iirji/e/ weknew^. 
was see.urityaufficiait ; but Francois Ml ateost into 
convulmons^ and entreated na to change onr ronte; 
und he aWore at- bis own folly, in hairing lesigned 
himpelf and hie horses to follow three m^*headed 
Englishmen, one of whom had hts life already 
bargaioed for. We soon got into th^ wood, and 
he^rd him chattering behind ns; and he-e&dear 
voured to induce the <09^anie to lag with him, 
instead of heading the march, as was bis duty and 
(Custom. On those occasions wfe called up the 
guide, and sent him on to reconnoitre, pretend- 
ing great alarm; while Francois, as fbr as. his 
curses would allow, repeated prayers, and urged 
bis little horse as close to onr sides as he eonld< 
Unnecessary fear is at all times ridiculous, but par- 
ticularly so in a great able-bodied fellow, full of 
health and youth, with strength more than double 
that of ordinary men ; and we could not>.undeist«nd 
how Nature had placed the heart of the hare in the 
frame of a giant. 

The night drew on befofse we cleared the wond ; 
and it ia probable that we should not harebeen aUe 
to extricate ourselv^es from the various tracks,^ bad 
we niot overtaken a peasant with two mules, who 
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coQsented to 4ireet our way. To add to our dis- 
comforts, a heavy min bagan to fall, and we w^ed 
throi^h th^ deep ruts and -broken tracks more by 
the spimd of the leading mule's feel, than fnom any 
perception we bad of the route. In general; the 
first hojif i^ i^ovided with, a string of btrils round 
then^ck, which serves to cheer and guide, the 
othersi who follow to the sound ; but a late older 
of Dap Carlos prohibited these bells, except for 
the pvirpoBieaf of: the army. At length, a twinkling 
)ight was yisibJe for a .moment in front of the dark 
high moui^tain wbioh saemejl to bar our road, and 
the hordes, which were failing from g^eat fatigue, 
begfin to mei^ their pace, both being sure indica- 
tions that vire approached our n^ht's place of rest. 
We soon softer entered, the village of Ahasua, and 
stumbled through its broken streets and narrow 
footway in the dark, until we came to the high 
road from Pampeluna to Victoria, which skirts the 
haaikt. and whew »*e foand a capital large inn, 
whose gHtes w;here: speedily thrown open; the 
alarm, of strangexs having been givai by two deep- 
mouthed mastiffs* 

Our horses were provided for on the basement 
floor, as is. the custom throughout the country, and 
we followed an old talkative dame and a bare- 
legged waitihg^siaid to a well-furnished apart- 
ment, at each end of which were two bed-rooms. 
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ai^Djgid ki- 1^ style •f oeaiaeas «0t wirttl^f met 
^^.(HLtbeaesroiyk.. The old la^woir«tpMin^ 
tj^canvest a» Don Gi^loft stA Zii«al9eaar^i4Mi4 
sie{4iAl>otb; and as they had^akb bataMtl^M 
l^ Xord, EUot and Colonel 'Cfanrwood', ^Wb ^^m 
Mppwn over all Ihis cooatry ar the^AmlMiseadcM/ 
a^y I must add, remembeied with lcki4nMB;':Sll^ 
W9S jdetermiued to fender tbem- kiilfl»Mri^,-i[dfdF 
f^r^that purpofie had hung them vfkh ^^ ^ 
white muslin in the pariah. Ikad* tMe henodi^ 
to ocQupy the bed of Zamaiaeaiegiii; Md^ km 
£^jbi9;ked . to say^ fat^ue was more powfisrfM- titan 
rpi»j^ce« and I slept without devotiilg a^th anfehr 
tQ , ti^Q memory of that hero, the sceae Df whote^ 
^atest victory was close at hand. Ibe bpslMS 
was proud of having had DoB-Catloaandhis-'graat: 
captain under her roof; but I think she watfi 
of,ba!idQg lodged Lord Eliot; and she-] 
us to inform her when England wiui ts^^taA %Ao^* 
i\xef anfbassador, partieularly one who MdMiia^i 
good stipi^e of f ^usages and; fi;>wli^*aad ivoiiUfMryq 
fo^jL}iemyike«tI»^ If^ ' ]U>rdr Eboi/ whoot^tifofii J 
not tk^ ))on^iw;4>^ liAOwing» wiUj .1 hppe^^eadkaa lH^* 
intrf^dui^tw) p£^hji^:,Aa^ei \>%% t^vx^intpnfBit tf o 
the road I found.ft^k(;J|^^ffd ^wdtifriett^iii edn-ni 
seqi^efice^ of ihi^.^giiaA^Ieb ; ^submeMNt aAd'^eonjffietAfe 
with local ;iCi^tQm^ J qaul^:nQt:<a^4s^i|ftrth8tii 
the people :do; npt iif^et;.hju^- . IJ^^f^wPlAiin^te 
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Tillfig^ $mt Itiffcest <if cftn&on aod one moriar^ 
wliicb hftdf been brongbt acroes the motiatams 
fireffit EileUay and weve intended to fitrengthen tbe 
battery at 8k. Sebaatian. I should not omit to 
aay^ that oar landlady did not forget to add to 
h^ biU tbe hoBOQr of sleeping in beds occupied 
by great personages, and we had to pay doable 
Uie umial price— 4he pleasure of cheating the £ng* 
lisii bemg an epidemic, which rages wherever one 
of our H^ countrymen has been. 
. We were on borseback at daybreak^ and had a 
delieiooa view of the valley of the Borunda, in the 
osntre of which we were ; and we pursued with 
om eyes this long strip of the most productive 
land, guarded by the hills we had last night 
croasedi and the Amescoas, which were before na, 
M\m n deep river between two rugged ' banks. 
The white villages were discernible in its long ex- 
tent;^ aad we were convinced of that which we 
had often beard but with incredulity — now by 
p^saoilai observation — that as the Borunda and 
tbe Amteacoas were in the hands of the CarlistS| 
with n few exceptions, tbey never had been with- 
ottt abundant food and comfortable quarters, even 
in tbe worst of their embattassments. 

Haddng riddeii along the highway for half an 
hoar^ wie came to the village of Olazagutia, a part 
of the church of which Zumalacaregui blew up, in 

H 
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prder to dispossesB the Christinos of a post which 
comnoanded the pass of the Amescoas ; and then^ 
turning to the left, we began to ascend that cele-^ 
brated defile which bears the name of the village< 
The rain was falUng heavily^ and the track was 
filled with mud and broken stones ; and we made 
but a slow progress ; but we had the advantage of 
perfectly comprehending all thedifficulty — ^nay, the 
impossibility — of an attacking army being able to 
make good its way. One narrow ctefi had been 
cut in the mountain by some convulsion, but pro* 
jecting rocks, or broken hillocks, impede the open- 
ing thus made by nature, and every step was com* 
manded* The track was throughout bad ; but 
occasionally it was so desperate that the horses 
were unwilling even to be led up, and our Bayonne 
ponies refused it more than once. A mountain- 
stream dashes down the cleft, and at one part a 
ledge of rocks, formed in a half-circle, command 
the whole ascent ; and twenty men posted behind 
it might arrest the march of a large force* The 
clouds hung half-way down the mountain, and the 
rain and mist added to the obscurity of our route ; 
but an hour's toil brought us to the top, and then 
we had leisure, while we walked the horseS) to ad* 
mire the natural fortification which guarded the 
liberties of the Navarese. 
This is the pass of the Amescoas, through which 
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Valdez wa3 allowed by ^umalacar^ui to ascend ; 
ioL the hopej as afterwards turned out, of catching 
him at. a disadvantage in the descent at the other 
Puerta, when his men were fatigued and unre- 
freshed; and Valdez was weak enough to be led 
into the si^are, from the vain desire of writing to 
Madrid that he had crossed these mountaiuS'*-a 
task which no General had attempted. The moun- 
tain 1$ crowned by a table-land, of several leagues 
in extent, crowded with villages, and in many parts 
most fertile. The Amescoas may be called the 
citadel of the Borunda ; and, as it can only be ap^ 
pFoached through two passes, and is abounding iii 
quarters, and stored with provisions, the Caxlists 
have found it of invaluable service ; and it was 
there that.Zumalacaregui oigauized bis men, and 
prepared them for those admirable projects which 
he shortly after put into execu|tion» 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Looking down from any part of the p%88 of the 
AmescoM, a distinct view is obtained of the scene 
of Qiiesada's defeat on the 22nd of March, 
1834, which was the first great check received by 
the Queen's troops, and the prelude to the subse* 
<)uent almost continued success of the Carli^. 
Quesada, marching along the high road from Vin- 
toria to Pampekna, saw a CarUst laQcer on one 
of the three hillocks which are at the foot of the 
pass; and, sending on a party to reeon^oitri^^tie 
was informed that a battalion of CarlistSi ocoytf^ed 
the high way< He gave orders to advance, without 
the preoaiKtioii ^f aei»difig out the l^t troops Jx> 
observe bis fladkj; and Zumalacaregui, whose 
object VNIS to. draw him on, broke in apparent 
disorder, and, abandoning the main road, turned 
to the left, through the village where we slept last 



night. Quesada^ who is a brave or rather a rash, 
man, impetuously followed, until his men got en«* 
tangled in the woods, and in the midst of aii am* 
buscade which his wily opponent had prepared for 
him. The Carlists came down on every side ; the 
Queen's army abandoned its discipline ; the flight: 
was general. Quesada rushed across the country 
towards Villa Franca, but it was three days before* 
the fugitives weire re«-united there. The brave. 
Charles O'Donnell fell, with several other officers, 
into the power of the Carlists; and, according to 
the bloody compact of giving no quarter to all 
above die rank of soldiers, first proclidmed by<aA 
dtder of the Queen's Generat, he was shot; hsvin^ 
ifbbly refused to save his life by entering the ser^ 
tibd of Ddii Carlos, The common ^soldiercr tak^n^ 
rea<£ly changed sid€^, and Zumalacaregui formed 
^ari of a battalion with his prtsoners ftom- 4he 
Bc^yat Guard; » 

<'Tb^ land at the crown of the Am^0cda8 msqr be 
^i>m^i«d to the Downs at Brighton^ and^t<re^<iaii«^ 
K^n^'OQ-the green tiirf, oa udead flat* ft>r< sdtae 
4e%ti^, though at an immense da vaiio«^ttbeweft<* 
^Ihef b^eame clearer ash we CMSurselves dtscfliitiingkd 
^fki^-^^ de^fiies of the ^iK)Wiytiridi», utid' we ^gain 
-fi^f ifbe ii^^nce of ihe^^ptire air^ ifiid the exeite-T 
iH^&H^Jif viiEiting tHeii^N^n«d of "isigknaritabte^ events^ 
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At length a navrow pasa opened belbkre My and we 
got the firat gKmpse of the ground wh^re Valdez 
lost his fame and the Queen's army on the 
22nd of April, 1835, and of the villages at the 
foot of the mountain where the Carfists comfort- 
ably slept the night before the action, while the 
Chriatinos bivouacked, without food, in the midst 
of inetement weather, on the heights. The trees 
cut down, and some half-burnt, still show the 
places where their fires were made. 
* Valdez was full of confidence ; and, as I have 
before stated, his march across the Amescoas 
was unnecessary, and merely done diat he might 
boast to the Queen that he accomplished a 
feat which no other General ventured on ; and, 
finding the first great Puerta,- where he expect- 
ed to be attacked, was not defended, and not an 
enenxy-to be seen on the crown of the mountain, 
he made sure of accomplishing what he bad 
pibposed* But no sooner was he liedrly entangled 
iwtbe descent, than the Carlists opened a close 
fire, and the young troops of the Qtftn/a, who had 
jvflt joined, broke in a panic, which in an instant 
communicated to the rest of the army, and the 
whole gave way in disorder* The rout was so 
complete, that the Carlists were tired with victory ; 
and, as their numbers were but half those of the 
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Chriatipos-^BOt more than 7000 having defeated 
15,000 — Zuxnalacaregui could not follow it up as 
he desired r he, however, tQok 400 men, in one 
>h©fdyi^» prisoners, M^ho had retreated to a rising 
grou^^od the opposite hill, but who laid down 
their arms on seeing themselves surrounded. JSTo 
less thau 5000 Christino muskets were picked up 
on theigroqnd, which the young conscripts threw 
away in th^ir flight. 

We stopped to refresh the horses at the village 
pf Sudaria, and there had a fine picture of the do* 
mesttic manners of .the Navarese« An immense 
kitchen, served to receive all classes, and one long 
table as an eating-place for all comers; aad as 
hungry mem disregard ceremony, we were glad to 
ge^ something ia company with voluutarios^ sal* 
diers, ai^ muleteers. The fire-place extended the 
whole width of the kitchen, and innumerable little 
earthen pots simmering on the hot ashes round the 
£re contained the various. stews of oil, garlic, and 
beans* which were to refresh the motley company 
^bout us» The hostess was a cross old crone, 
Wfho growled as she stirred up her infernal messes ) 
and 3li^ seemed to consider it a favour to serve her 
pustomers, particularly us, who, in our character 
of Englishmen, were supposed to be hostile to 
Don Carlos* Her daughter was pretty, but also a 
vixen; and, what between the old cat and the 
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kitten, every one got a tart answiBr. , I inquired 
for the husband/but I found he had been gone for 
years ; — he died of his Wife's tongue. Francois 
took a great dislike to her^ and she abi}s^j.^|H)i 
as a Frenchman, against whom she had^^ ipve^ 
terate prejudice ; and she frightened him so much, 
that he took it into his head that she would poison 
him; and, though savage with hunger, he, refused 
to eat,, and his countenance was a, study for a 
pamter; the mouth watering as the st;eam of the 
liot soup and stews ascended, and inclination 
almost overpowering his fears. One of the mule* 
teers, a. wicked-looking fellow, was very desirous 
to ascertain our route for the next day ; wA this 
gave Francois a fresh occasion of alarm, as he in- 
sUntly Concluded that the man and his com- 
panions were a band of robbers, who propose^ tp 
waj'lay us; and he begged of us, in Heaven's 
name, to come away, in order that we might reach 
Estella before nis'ht-falU 

The road from the Venta to Estella skirted: the 
river Agra, and passed through a succession of 
olive-grounds, which formed an agreeable, change 
after th^p mountain tracks and wild scenery^ we 
had come through* The village of Ituriqendj 
was seen in the distance, as well as several other 
villages, where the Carlists had established manu- 
factories or depots of ammunition. The country 
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though q^uch tamer than that we passed, by fr^m 
Qnate, broke occasionally into sublimity^ and pie- 
turesqci^ views on every side abounded. 

We had not gone far before we ci^me to another 
scene of Zuinalacaregui*8 renown, where be ^ur-** 
prised Carandolet, and took three hundred and 
fifty out of five hundred of the Queen^s cavfilry* 
darandolet was deceived, as all the other Generals 
were, by the Carlist chief presenting a small 
Torce, which the other hastening to disperse^ 
was caught in a defile, and knocked to pieces 
before Figueraa, who commanded the infantry, 
could come up to his relief. 

Our object was to visit General the Count pf 
X^asa Eguia at his head-quarters, and to see the 
mass of the Carlist force, to observe its state of 
disciptine and efficiency ; and for that purpose we 
had Wought a special order from Don Carlos : but 
what was our regret to hear from an officer, whom 
we met in the centre of the Amescoas, that the 
General had left Estella for Salvatierra, as it yiras 
understood that Cordova had left Lerin for Vic* 
foria, and there was some idea of a new combina* 
Ison of die Christinos being at work. 

/ A council of war was therefore called by u^ oi) 
the top of the immense table-land, and the ques- 
tion to be decided was, whether we should con- 
tinue our route, or retrace it as far as the higl) 
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Toad whick led to Salvtftidtra. For the fbimer w$8 
offered the necessity of visiting the Cso'lfst Hnes, 
and of seeing what corresponding front was made 
by' the Christinos; and it was thonght that oar 
excursion would fail in completeness if we did not 
visit Estella and the borders of the Ribera ; fer the 
other, it was maintained that Cordova and Evans 
having formed a junction at Victoria» and having 
in hand twenty*five thousand men, an attesnf^ 
would be made by them to force the high road to 
Irun, and relieve St. Sebastian, and that the 
movement of Rguia indicated that he was descri- 
bing an inner circle, and watching the operations 
of the other, with the intention of defending mth 
irfl the force he could muster the pass of Salinas or 
Bergara; and that as our object was to see an 
action, we were more likely to find fighting by 
joining Eguia, than by going to the extreme 
lines. 

Whik this discussion was going on, anoth^ 
officer came up, who informed us of a report being 
in circulation that Cordova was recalled to Madrid ; 
and this having, for the moment, settled our dif- 
ferences of opinion, the word "forward ''was given> 
and we were not long before the town of Estella, 
lying on the banks of the river Agra, in a pleasant 
valley, came in sight. W^ took up quarters at 
an inn, which proved to be the worst we had yet 
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encountered^ though inen in a campaign had no rea- 
son to gnimblcyas we got clean beds, andfish, fowl, 
partridge and cutlets for supper, with an abun- 
dance of the strong wine of Navarre — ^not to men- 
tion white napkins and silver forks. In truth, we 
had become saucy on the road ; as the inns where 
we expected to be ill lodged and worse fed, had 
invariably been provided with all that reasonable 
men could demand » and we never dined or supped 
without soup, fish, fowls, and a gOod dessert. 

So much for the state of destitution in which, it 
is said, this country has been left, after two years' 
civiL'war! The wine of Navarre' is de&perately 
strongs more so thaii Port or Sherry preparedr for 
the London market with brandy, and a few glasses 
will overwhelm one who has not tasted it before; 
but the Navarese can drink one or two bottles 
without feeling ill consequences ; and such are 
their heads, that, though each swills a quart at a 
meal, a drunken man is never seen ; and thei^ame 
horror prevails there, as in the other parts of 
Spiun, pf a borrachio. In the vicinity of Estella 
there are large plantations both of vines and olives ; 
and it is one of the peculiarities of this country, 
thatextreme ruggedness and fertility are conjoined, 
and that, while the mountain is. topped with snow, 
the valley is teeming with wine and corn. Truly , 
it is a country worth fighting for. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



E0TBI.LA is a town of more than 80G0 tahabitiiils, 
well boUl, mod Cull of indnaliy, if not of weidtii. 
It is fiuDoiv in the north for its iactortes of clotty 
and its tanaeries, and places for washii^ wmI; 
and its narrow streets are in a oontinned bn^le of 
imdeHfarivers and peasants, who come tiiere to 
make their market, since Pampeluna has been 
#ecnpied by the Chiistinos* The piincip^ sqpoare 
was foU of bayers and sellets, ttid the dmnsels 
stood behind their baskets of fowls, beaoSft or 
^heatnntsy bot everybody else seemed in hasle $ 
aad.die shops displayed the h»t fashions; and 
the arrtTal of three Englishmen, one with a hmg 
aword and a sash^ which in Spain denotes the 
genetal-offioer, waanot a matter diat the people 
had time to notke.: If they did look at as, it was 
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hut to say^ ** Here are the embaxadores ; ** for since 
Lord Eliot passed through Estella, no other Eng- 
lishman had been seen there ; and the conclasion 
was^ that all who do come must be ambassadors. 
Indeed, I cannot say much for the good taste of the 
young ladies of Estella; for the remark which 
they made on the military person of our party, a 
very fine young man, was, that he was well 
enough for an En^i^hman« Nor can I speak well 
of the old ladies ; for the Patrona of our inn was 
a shrew, and tormented us with asking questions. 
Nor can I speak well of the men, for they were 
CQQi^e and ill-fovcnired ; and I must tes^rvieP tfiy 
etillpgy fi:>r the mules, which are expert awSnitds; 
sig«i quiet to ride, and safe to drive, and^ v^iHide 
nlore worJc^ iban horses, and last muek long^in'^x? 
; We ri^ited General Ituralde, one of ^ths' ftrtft 
olii^ti^iis ' who raised d»e stanckifd osf:f&vxitr^^xtA 
iH^hQihad. the manliness to yield the commiiifd^.^to 
i^W>iy^aQaregtti, though a j unior offic)^. v Weifoisi»d 
ydN^.cft'^pIalu uxm,^ without the inailkfr^ o£<nattii 
tbo^;ht^or ohamcter;. but Jie Jias a'hi^^epQtd^ 
ii$9i ill Navianrei :andheia,'pQrb6rps,:tthfe ^^ynmii 
the: p^esiple will foUow mil of tte pny^Ma* - 'H^ !« 
^ ttitti^e^ of^NavariPey ood a^eq^iaittlf^^ perfeetly^^idii 
1^ tamper of thisrstcangi peopl^i. iTbe;f''«alllMfti 
ikfJtufheti^^SLwAnpfMaaih bim mth.^aicind lof^ene* 
ttttion ; I wd^ «h0ni9»r Im is proseat,' tb^ wilt 
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fight like lioQft to laerit his apprabati<Mi<. He is, 
therefore, valuable in this quarter; and in his 
hands Casa Eguia left the care of Estella.and the 
adranced posts, when he was called away to 
watch the movements of Cordova* 

When we visited Ituralde, he had just con- 
cluded dining with ^ome of the members of the 
JuDta of Navarre ; a^id we conversed a short time 
with the president, Signor Redondo, an advocate — 
a man with piercing sharp eyes, and a bead of a 
thousand contrivances. He spoke French ; and, 
fancying there was some mystery in our coming, 
endeavoured to fish it out by the hooks of logic : 
but we told him the plain fact» which, of course, 
he would npt take; for a true Spaniard, when 
once his suspicions are aroused, the more truth 
you tell, the less he will believe you. Ituralde 
was also a Uttle out of sorts ; and we understood 
the Junta and he had disagreed on the subject of 
money > and an old priest searched us wilh cold 
looks, and we were half-inclined to show our 
papers from DonCarlos ; but Ituralde's good sense 
prevailed, and be gave us a friendly reception* 
Another priest was at the table, trying to draw a re* 
fractory cork oui of a huge magnum of old wine^ and 
he tugged, and tugged away ; his eye on the dessert 
which was just placed on the table, his thoughts 
absorbed in the wine contained in the bottl^ and 
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hid whole physical qaaHties eftfployed in reniovtoi^ 
the swollen cork^ which stopped the current of bia 
joy. The sharp, shrewd, hatchet face of the Abo* 
gado finely contrasted with the self-contented 
blubber of the Padre. 

We met in the Plaza a -fine veteran Faecioso> 
th^ confidante of Zumalacaregui, who attended 
him in all his expeditions, and was the bearer of 
his most secret instructions. His breast was bare, 
and brown from exposure to the weather^ and his 
grizzled hair hung down his neck and shoulders, 
but his face was full of expression ; his dark^^e, 
broad forehead, high nose, and short upper lip» 
bespoke the man of good faith and firm resolves ; 
and, I understobd, his character for prudence and 
courage was such that Don Carlos now retained 
him near hi& person, to be employed only on trying 
dccasions. 

One of our party bad been the friend of Zuma- 
lacaregui ; and when the old man saw him, his eyes 
glistened with joy, and he embraced him as a 
father does his child ; and then he spoke with 
much feeling of his former master, and of the last 
time he had seen him with the gentleman in 
question. We afterwards entered into oonversa*^ 
tion with the brother of the Conde de lifiares, one 
of the Queen's Generals, and this CarKst officer 
deplored the civil war and its consequences, which 



184 THK COrBT ARB CAW OP 

armed the members of tb 

each'other. We had also 
l^ereon who first rnsed the 
the 8th of October, 1833, i 
Santos Ladron when he w 
shot -a few days after. C 
iuen then composed that ' 
swollen into an arm^ in c 
conduct of the Queen's ti 

Generals. From him I further understood that at 
a small place in this vicinity there wefe no less 
than eighty-five Christino officers prisoners,' while 
all ike Carlist officers of the Navarese battalions 
in the hands of the ChriBtinoa were three j and 
Itoia that great disproportion he ai^ued that the 
Kliot convention was altogether in favour of the 
ChristinoB. He likewise maintained that the Car- 
lists were losers in another sense by the treaty, ks 
the men, who knew their lives were forfeited, fought 
desperately, and often effected wonders wfaeh en- 
tangled with their enemy ; whereas now they were 
tempted to cry quarter if the odds were nauch 
against them. I suggested that the same ai^ii* 
ment would apply to the Queen's troops ; but bt 
could not understand my reasoning, as the Chris- 
tinoa always fled, in order to avoid Bghting, Or 
being shot when made prisoners. In fact, a Na- 
varese can only see at one eide ; and though we 
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thie geot]e(n<in woubd admit 
elusive rigbt for Don Cftrlo?, 
mist wiQ. - . , 

the morning, and af^r. a 
the hanks of the river, oy,e.r 
.occasional vineyards .and 
isible, arrived in two,.^urs 
eitza, the last point of the 
vanced post of the CarU^tSi 
i Christino garrisons -at X^- 

on a tODgue of land, ^t the 
the valley of the Ribera> and 
tensive and m^ni&cent,. 1^ 
toffk, in a circuit of many leagueB, sweeping round 
from M^ndigoria, beyond Lerin, towards Lodpsa. 
ji waa elevated as much as the terrace of Wind- 
jMr,jib<Hre the plain, and therefore the beauty of 
ifre n:^tjpn,,as well as the power of its eurvey, 
can tje. understood. We found two battalions of 
$^r|Ut§ |;ei^eiviag their rationsin the, market-place, 
fe(jr.pf t^em well clad, but all bearing that Tarie* 
caifd. narrow blanket, a rug so peculiar to Spain, 
aJ^j^yt^o.b^ all those who. cannot afford a cloak, 
fie it answere the same purpose of covering the 
chyst and mpath. 

We. found the geotinela posted, and the officers 
on the look-out, and saw for the first time since wq 
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eroflsed the frontier^ excepting the affair o£ St. 
Sebastian, the rival forces before each other, and 
the actual presence of the war. General £liot and 
Pablo Sanz, in the absence of Itnralde, bad charge 
pf the position, and they introduced ns.to the bal* 
cony of the house from whence they held dieir 
reconnoissance ; and from thence we conld see, by 
the aid of glasses, the Christinos drawn up in two 
lines under the church •f Laraga, as. well aa the 
town of Lerin, where they had. a force of &ttr 
thousand men. The whole charaxstei: of the con* 
test was now displayed before us^ and I think a 
brief explanation will make it understood also by 
the reader. 

The immense chain of hills, within which are 
fertile valleys, comprising nine-tenths <^ the 
four provinces, are encircled with a. belt of open 
and level country, running froiA Pampeluna hj 
Puente de la Reina to Logrono, and then foiloiBQg 
the Ebro, extending to Victoria, and wheeling 
round Biscay to Balmaseda. The Gsirlists are.ilk 
possession of the whole of the inner circle, while 
the Christinos have only the surrounding plain jbo 
move through, where their superiority of cavaity 
protects their flanks and secures their marehi 
The Carlists live about upon the plain ; and at the 
side which I am now describing an advanced 
post responds to the towns where the Christinos 
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are m taasB, prepared, in case of any serious demon*- 
stration^ to give the alarm, and allow lime toTecuiitd 
k force equal to that advancing. Within the whal6 
inner circle there is peace — agriculture flourishes*-^ 
the seed is sown, and the harvest is reaped «— the 
ciTtl adoiinistration pursues its ancient routine*** 
the traveller journeys in safety, and the citizen and 
the farmer sleep in quiet in their beds.- It is only 
on the extreme points that the sound of musketi^ 
is heard ; and these are so well protected^ that aa 
opinion may be safely hazarded, that all the levies 
whieh the Queen from her own resources can eol*- 
lect, will be unable to face and retain a passage 
and conquer the provinces. . . * 

If hordes of foreigners come to her assistance, 
(whether as sent by the French and English Go- 
-vemments, or as soldados comprados, ^^ bought 8oI^ 
diers/' a different result may take place ; but I 
speak now of the army as it is, comprisix^ the 
aoxilisries, with as many men as can be actuated 
hy the magic hand of the new minister. I speak 
•of • the contest as confined to the four provinces^ 
not taking into account that Catalonia and Lower 
A^on are fast organizing, and that a powerful 
direraon will there be made ; but if the spread of 
ihe revolt be also considered, the result affords 
bat a scanty crumb of comfort to' the Queen. If, 
moreover, the Carlists could procure cavalry, in 
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which arm they are most deficient^ they would not 
hmtate to pufth the Chrmttnod from the placed 
th«y now occupy at this side of the Bbro» ahd 
make Ibat river the frontier line; hot they hare 
but 600 really efficient horses, and the rest are 
poor jades» imposed on th^ra by French deafers^ 
which could not be trusted in a charge. 

Twdve months ago, the Christifios nntrched 
through the whole country^ occupied the liigh 
road^ and the Carlists, for the tsost pare, were cOn« 
fined to the mountains ; bat to-day the Ch'tistinos^ 
thougjh they may be in force at Laraga anid Lelin; 
suffi&tan advanced post of 900 men to overlook 
them^ and will think some time befdre they vehttwe 
toawackit. 

No one can have an idea of theseprovii^es-wM 
has not passed through them ; and though I have 
been for some time employed on Spanish affairs, 
and imagined that I had correct information on 
the subject, I frankly declare, that they surpassed 
all my previously-formed opinions, and placed the 
Carlists' superiority on a point far beyond my ex*- 
pectations. 

Our military friend asked one of the officers if 
they took advantage of this repose to drill the 
men, and give them some idea of scientific 
manceuvres ; but he told him, that so far as the 
Navarese were concerned, they would admit of no 
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discipl'mer but! thi^t to whicb ibey had boen^ 9fysm* 
tomed. Th^y were braye, even tx> temerity^' ned 
seldom calculated odds ; but if their Genei^ hid 
tii^ coQfi(ieiice» (ind their officers led them i&ii> 
they would ii(iarch to the ctnnon's mouth;- but 
they hftd a traditionary mode of fighting, and it 
was useless to ask them to forego it. They neitbiMr 
attacked in colMmn nor in line, but when they 
came in. presence of the enemy, they sent ottttuaie 
company, then two» then another, and sq on in 
successions if fieqessary, through the whole battalion, 
who acted , as gaerillas ; and if the enemy . wa* 
y^d, they da#bed among them with the bayofie^ 
Tl^y w^uld fiot resist cavalry, or form sqitane^ 
alleging that they could run faster thanth^b^rseKS, 
i|ifhj^:b,^fiiweped the purpose just as well. . . / 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



We found the persons on duty at the advanced 
post most gentlemanlike; and it was accounted for, 
on inquiry, by the fact, that the greater part of 
the officers belonged to the army in the time of 
Ferdinand, and that they preferred taking service 
with Don Carlos than with the Queen. In England it 
is imagined that Don Carlos has an army of wild' 
mountaineers, commanded by men of low liv«s 
afid vulgar manners ; while the truth really is; 
that the Carlist officers come from the best fami-> 
lies in Spain, and are better bred, and certainly' 
as well dressed as many of those I have seem oJ 
the Christinos at Madrid* 

The day previous to our visit, a column of 4000. 
men had marched out from Laraga, and crossed 
half-way the plain,— and it was supposed^ with the 



BON CARLOS. 191 

idea of attacking the post ; but it returned without 
firing a shot. I asked the officer what were his 
intentions if the Christinos had come on in force, 
and he frankly told me that his orders were to fall 
back and cover Estella ; and he pointed out the 
positions which^ with even a small force, fully 
insured the town. I learned at the same time* 
the manner in which that town came to be occu- 
pied by the Christinos on the 17th of last No- 
vember. 

It was thus : — Oraa marched from Pampeluna 
with the intention of going to Lerin, and, hearing 
there was no garrison at Estella, determined to 
enter; and Garcia, the Carlist officer employed to 
watch him^ disobeyed his instructions, which 
were, to throw himself into Estella, and defend it 
until Eguia came to his relief. Garcia, who had 
but a handful of men, on the contrary, retired when 
he beard of the march of Oraa's column, and the 
Christinos slept in the town. Early the next day, 
Eguia come forward, but Oraa would not fight, 
and he abandoned the town, pursued by the 
Caylists as far as the open ground in front of 
Lerin* . The Christinos, I understood, had not 
time to levy a contribution ; but they took away 
twenl;y women of the best families most attached 
to the Carlists,. with the avowed purpose of detain- 
ing them mitil a. given ransom was paid ; and the 
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6stlbto'~relalilttiid by dsclaring, that whatever sum 
i0i» froeured in that manner, wodld be ievied on 
tlK^lkKiiUett supposed to be in fevour of the Qae^ 
i^ Iba towtti and they sent one of those persons t6' 
the <»atpOBt8 to communicate the determination/ 
Wbelfaer it wm in copsequence of that tiAies^age, 
or that money was sent, I could not learn; but I 
ft«nd diat sixteen of the twenty women had come 
batk. 

The Patffonaof ourinn said she paid four dollars 
notiChly contribution to Don Carlos, or rather 'to 
the Junta, to carry on the war, and Ant somietimes' 
these contributions were colleeled imte or thrice 
ittildie same month ; but it was evident she was 
taxad heavily in consequence of possessing a large 
and profitable establishment. She was a violent^ 
OatAlftly at least her tongue said as much ; butstflt 
she desired peace, and begged of us to tetf her ' 
when it was likely to take place. I answered,' 
tbettain difficulty in the way were tfaeyitehii/ 
but she iMtaiitly replied, that the Navarese neve^' 
wbaid giv^ tip tKeir birthright. Theiis, she added; ' 
was^thcr- kingdom ^-N^dvarre, and that they owed ' 
no^aUegianee U> Spain. The sovereign of Spain^' 
was King of th#ir country, but that they knew''* 
nothing about Qiieens; and they would only 'obey" 
him^ as long ai8:be nsspectei their liberties, and'' 
fulfilled the contract by wtneh' the two - crowns- 
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patrfpt^.^aiul; H'hil^ ^^^ W€pe at upppef y «^7f|t<iidF 
hj5 .tb« ,toWe, r«(9[^i^tii)g tke- prodigies Qf,Ml<mt} 

t9,;aq^j^»tf), tfj NMfirre, waft net g^er than^S^jfigbodw* 
aq^ .£a^ljii,.|^f^ni)f oBoer. tMn Loodoo^ I kwi0^aEi6tf 
if 4^6} ofJl)ftr, 1^4ij^a: of th^ town poeaeM tbeii«lin«u 
fra^kfie^j^fl^efpri^^ti^ngf^^ ; for ia the nmrlneiilgjfill 
our departure, having risen somewhat earlier t&ML 
MA^^j«fa^ hafd i)ot tiipQ to put oa her stoGSLk^^^ 
ajriflAJ?}}|^d^}|b^r%t^iy nmnaged to arrange 'AtttBL: 
befpfa.ijs. while, she counted up the biU,< and gawx; 
ord^,foi:oMr qoffee. -^ 

,M .lengths the sefiora's stoekii^ and o.oui^; 
sf^4<lji^f being in their places, we started Iron.' 
EsteUa^^t l^rc^ak of day, and retraced our fof men 
road iais; far as the Venta of Sudaria« Asiiiart. 
fiippi ^4 s?t in during. the night, and the oofat- 
wj^ p0 us as it came down from the .moautaim ;• ' 
an^^l^.w^pa gla4io dismount audin^ni tna4v«nee 

oCAfi K^J^* i** ^^^ ^^ ^^^V up ;tl«i iHfiWfnith oft 
th€^/f^^,r A passenger by tb^ J>eMQnport teaft- 
w^lJbi^i^A. a. contemptible i4£^<^f iQNur .pft^reks^' but- 
it^fjyj^ ^ r^iuftipbere^that t^hoiie^pam^ frem- 
B||j;c^^,ai^d w^re ait th!^.Ji)^t:.ii9abl4 ta siake^ 
nui^^t^fiQ ftnwr, 9r five, nules iSO: (tour;- Jftud one. 
f<j^^y PfiSitwyfri^dl^ft^. h^gjitofeift smug^ 
gteW^ % f^Mli near Jrui^ pi filf»d/itoi fcp i^ poor 

I 
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brokeu-^own beast, which always rataid^ the 
order of our march. 

At the Venta we again ascended the Puerta^ 
and toiled nearly an hour bef<»re we reached the 
summit of the Amescoas ; and then tiimii^ to the 
left of our former route, we made tow^ods th^ 
Puerta of Andaya, which would bring us out at 
the extreme end of the range of moontaiaB which 
ascend from the plains of Alegria, and the town 
of Salyatierra. To our discomfort we found Ae 
whole table*land of the mountain covered vnih 
snow ; and our confidante informed us that, 
though he was acquainted with the traek in ordi- 
nary weather, he could not be certain of it when 
covered with snow, and when those marks by 
which he was usually guided were hid. This was 
pleasant intelligence, as we might in such ease 
roam about the mountain for three days without 
hitting upon either of the two Puertas which led 
from it ; and as the Christinos, in their march 
over it last spring, had burned all the detached 
shepherds' houses, and as the cattle went down to 
the valleys on the first dash of hard weather, we 
had not the chance of stumbling on any person to 
set .us right. And, as if to put us still more at ease, 
it was found that the compass-ring, which one of 
the party had brought firom Bayonne, had been 
forgotten at Onate. We desired the confidante 
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not to be afroiclj bat tostrike boldly in the direc- 
tion of Salvatierra ; Bod we began to calculate by 
the 6U11 the course which we ought not to deviate 
vndely from. A week before, and the sun was so 
warm at Oaate that I gladly sought the shade at 
mid'^lay ; and now, on this plateau, it was freezing 
and snowing, and winter putting on her garb in 
the moat inelenient maftner. 

The snow was not very deep* but the masses 
of clouds on the neighbouring peaks of the hills 
gave m^ reason to expect another continued fall ; 
and we pressed on as fast as we could, our guide 
always in advance, till we got among the burned 
huts — a certain proof that, up to that time, we 
had not gone out of the road. We then became 
entangled in a wood, the thick branches of the 
trees^ loaded with snow, occasionally intercepting 
OUT progress, when, fortunately, we met a peasant, 
who had come with his mule the road we proposed 
govng, and whose footsteps served us direct the 
jrestofthe way. At length, the rugged chain of 
rocks which form the last barrier of the Amescoas 
CMTer the Borunda came in sight, and soon after 
we began to descend the Pu^rta, amid a slush of 
jmow, mud, and broken stones, which tired equally 
the footing of our horses and our own patience, 
till, slowly working a passage, we got clear of 
the first ridge, and stood upon a lesser mount to 
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»anrey the grand prospect opened before us. The 
sun was shining over the plain, and all was fresh 
and green, contrasting finely with the winter track 
we had just quitted. There was not the least ap<^ 
pearance of snow in the valleys. Victoria was to 
be seen in the far distance ; nearer to us, Alegria 
and Salvatierra, and several other villages of lesser 
note it would be tedious to recapitulate. We^ in 
fact, completely overlooked what are called the 
plains of Alegria, where Znmalacaregui once 
measured his strength in the open ground with 
the Christinos, and made prisoner their General, 
O 'Doyle. 

The mountain formed the boundary of Navarre ; 
and we now entered into Alava, and stopped at 
Salvatierray which is placed a little in advance of 
the opening of the Borunda, which incorporates 
itself, a league farther, with the plain of Alegria. 

The town of Salvatierra had been but lat^y 
abandoned by the Christinos, and the Carfists 
were occupied in destroying the walls and tempos 
rary fortifications the others erected in it ; ' 9i& 4i 
does not suit their plans to shut themselves ap^'in 
fortresses, where they may be enclosed by a sup§- 
rior force. The gates were also thrown dowri ; 
and as we entered the ruined porch, as night 
closed in, and were h9t challenged, a suspicion 
arose for an instant that the l^arlists had been 
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dviven oui» w\d that the Queen's troops w«re in 
possession: but we found, on inquiry, that the 
Carlists took no paias to protect Salvatierra, as it 
is advanced too far into the plain» beyond their 
regulti^r lines ; aiid it is held as a kind of neutral 
place;, open to all parties, and influenced by none* 
So far does caution prevail, arising from the con- 
stant change of tenants, that when I inq^uired to 
VfhsX party, <^e sick men who, I heard, were in 
the hospital, belonged, our hostess answered, *^ she 
did not know, but she w<>u]d send a person to in- 

quirew" . 

Nothing coukl be more desolate than the( ap* 
p^^anoe of the viltage ; and we went from street 
to lane in ^arch of a lodging, and were about 
to apply for rations and rooms according to the 
orders of JDon Carlos, (a privilege we bad not 
u^ed^ and were determined not to use, except in 
case of absdute necessity,) when a certain Doiia 
lUiLinona opened her mansion of two rooms and a 
ki(oh^ ; and there we were in clover — our supper 
^eing made close to the kitchen fire, where it was 
C09ked, and our beds, as they always are in 
Spain, being provided with clean linen. We were 
w«^ti^ upon by the coraandante of the place, 
'^ the rumour had gone round that English officers 
bad come from Victoria on a mission, and he 
wished to do the honours to the ambassadors; 
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and be was followed by tbree other officers, 
who chatted with us till bed-time. From them I 
learned the particulars of the affair of the 27th 
and 28th October, which made such a row in 
London, in consequence of the postmaster of 
Tolosa having sent a report of a victory to Bay- 
onne, stating that 9000 men had been destroyed, 
out of 12,000 Christinos, and that said report 
being incautiously transmitted to Paris and London. 
The fact simply was, that the Christinos did come 
out with a large column to feel their way into the 
Borunda, or, probably, to cross the mountain, 
and turn the pass of Salinas, and get oii the high 
road from Villa Franca ; but, finding the Carlists 
prepared on both sides, they returned to Victoria—* 
tbl»r guard being a little annoyed by the guerillas, 
and a party of thirty or forty men cut off. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 



Having heard that General Eguia and the bulk 
of the Carlist army would be at Salvatierra^ fHi4 
finding now that Uiere were not fifty m^n tbere> 
and that Eguia had returned to Onate, a aad muk 
giving came over our minds, and, for a momeali 
we suspected that the eighteen thousand men ex- 
isted more in imagination than reality, iind we 
fancied that some delusion had been played off 
against the credulity of John BulL We had 
cut the Amescoas line, crossed the Borunda^ gone 
down to the Ribera, and now had reached the plain 
of Alegria, in quest of the commander-in-chief 
and the army» without being able to meet with 
more than three thousand men ; and we determined 
to return to Onate ^nd put the question in plain 
terms, whether there was an organized force in 
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existence, or not. While we were debating the 
hour of starting, and repining at ' another day ' 
amongst the snow, an officer came in, who told ua 
the head-quarters of General Villa Real were at 
Guevara, a village on our right, and he recom- 
mended us to abandon the idea of passing the 
mountain, and to take that village on our way to 
the high road at Salinas, which would conduct us 
equally well to Onate. We determined to follow 
this gentleman's advice, and, as usual, were on 
horseback at daybreak, and bade a long adieu to 
the most desolate town in the world. 

Our way led along the base of the mountains, 
through rich land everywhere cultivated with the 
young wheat above the ground ; and found small 
lidvanced posts on the left, whose duty it was to 
watch the movements' at Victoria, and present 
something like a blockade. I say somiethihg h*ke 
a btotkade,* because in reality a constant com- 
thunication was kept up betweei) the province 
and ^e city; and the woman at whose house 
I lodged offered to send in there for some arti- 
cle which we wanted and could not procure in 
Salvatierra, 

The plains of Alava were most fertile, and one is 
astonished, as long as the Christinos hold Victorfa, 
that they should allow them to be organized 'by 
the Carlists ; but the truth is, that the inhabitants 
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were to a man in favour of Don Carlos ; aiuLUiWilgh 

a column of the Queen's army may occasionally 

traverse the flat, they could not retain it wbile^,^i 

the numerous mountain slips wliichrun into tt ^ 

commanded by their eneiiiy. So far as EL ?^fvt 

tour could embrace changes of weather, ai^ ^f 

scenery, we were successful.; and after expe^- 

encing the vicissitudes of heat and cold, of sup- 

shine and frost, of hill and of valley, we had. no)v 

on one side mi open level plain as far as the ^ye 

could reacli, green with the rising crops or wjtii 

pasture-ground, and, on the other, a range of vviUl 

mountains or brown rocks fringed with snow, Jike 

the Jace tucker of a Nubian beauty. . . . 

The first village we came to, I belieje c^JJed 

Murgietta, was filled with soldiers, and the Pther 

.mlets were equally well stockqd^ .go 

'C got to the head-quarters of VJla 

about seven thousand inen> all fiije 

, with their arms in goodorder^ ai)d 

ipderstand the plans of the generis, 

tisfied that the army did in rettlil;y 

g reached the village where General 

Villa Real was lodged, we prepared to wait on 

him, but one of his aides-de-canip'told us thai he 

was sliU -asleep ; and as the hour. was. an unreason* 

ble one to pay a visit, we contented ooiselves with 

leaving word that we bad called to prpsent ouc,- 
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selves as strangers before him. We then passed 
on, and found ihe whole of the village at the base of 
the moQDtain literally crammed with troops»^ — fine 
hardy fellows, with their arms piled, and ready at 
five minutes to make a flank movement either way^ 
and cover the entrance to the Borunda and Na« 
varreon one side, or the high road to Guipuzcoa on 
the other, and disposable within twelve hours to 
run across the mountain, and strengthen Sarasa's 
division in Biscay, if Cordova made an attempt in 
that way. In short, we saw enough to convince 
as that the army was in an efficient state, and that 
the Queen, with double her present force, h^ no 
chance to penetrate the provinces. Some of the 
m»n were ilLclad ; but these hardy mountaineers 
are jnot particular, and few from their infancy have 
been accustomed to a perfect suit, and as one of 
them answered Lord Eliot in the same words 
which the Northern Indian replied to the miasioQ- 
ary^ when his lordship asked him, how he ^oiild 
bear the cold on his uncovered leg — '^that his 
thigh was all face." Others, and I will say a large 
proportion, had on their new clothing, consisting 
of a grey coat and moreen trowsers, such as the 
French troops wear, and with which the whole 
army was to be provided in this month, as the tailors 
of Estella turned out three hundred a-day--^the 
cloth being all smuggled in from France. I speak 
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of these matters mth certainty, because I have 
Been the men and yisited the workshops. 

The cavalry was posted nearer to Victoria'; but 
we met oh the road some of the lancers, and we 
were told, on authority, that about two hundred 
and fifty had just come in from Cadtiley being 
recalled from the Cur6 Merino. The arm in which 
Don Carlos is really deficient is cavalry, and uhtil 
he procures one thousand horses more, he cannot 
venture oh a descent into the plain ; and be is 
compelled to allow the Christines to manceuvre 
in the open country, and march in a circle '■ tb^tiA 
the provinces, protected by their horse, agAihst 
which he has no equal body to oppose, and td re- 
ceive which his mountain troops are not suffih 
ciently disciplined. He is also weak in art^ftef^, 
but not so feeble as in the other arm, as He -hte 
seventeen pieces mounted, some of larjge ^jaBbre 
and fit for any service, and perhaps thirty'motfe 
which are buried in the mountains until fh^ cai^ 
riages can be prepared, or the occasion for their 
use arises ; for as the war has hitherto be^n (kin- 
ducted, the artillery has not been ofti^n called 
on. 

In these villages we found Ihe Navarese, Qui- 
puecoan, and Atavese ba^ltalions doing duty to* 
gether, and the best underistanding appeared to 
subsist between them* The Navarese are the 
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moot daring, but the two<>ther$ are the steadiest ; 
and while the former will only a<^ ad gueriHctdy 
the latter will fight in line or advance in column, 
and two battalions of Guipuzcoans lately formed 
square and repulsed two charges of cavalry. 1 
bad a great deal of conversation with French 
gentlemen, who had taken service bere since the 
revolution of 181)0 and the last affair in La Veind6e ; 
and though some of them complained that, owing 
t& the Spanish pride, which is always repelling the 
ttirar^ro, their promotion did not go on as fkstas 
itdiould, they all spoke well of the troops /and 
agreed in their several accounts of the manner in 
which they conduct themselves before an enemy. 

Having satisfied our curiosity as to the efficiency 
of tbis division of the army, we stretched again 
across the country until we came to the high 
i^oad leading to Salinas, to which we gladly re- 
tnmved; fatigued with the mountain walk, ^d 
the nigged by-ways through the fields. TOe 
road was in capital order, and our little faofsi^ 
tarotted merrily along, until we ascended the well- 
known pass of Salinas, over which the road hsis 
beesi carried witli great labour, and looked dbWn 
upion the little village of tiiat name, suspended in 
tbe midst of the mountain like a bird-cage on a 
crag* Here we w^^e j<Mticd by an old woman 
and her son who was going' to join hia battatlibil, 
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aDd.d^f who had piovided him with ne[ifrcfa>ihaig 
aiid fully equipped him, was determined to/(>peieid; 
hej? only child atjbead-quariers as* her oSmtig>'ib 
Don CarloSj whom she called her King*: Xbe 
Jloman mother who put. a shield into her .^oapg 
hero's hand^ a^d said, ^' Return with it or onlit^' 
was not animated with a warmer patriotiam'tlii^ 
this poor Alavese peasant; and I could > judge 
firom what abe was doing, as well as fromndrnt 
j^he told me, how deep the natural feeling of itid«>- 
pendence wais among her class. She looked <apSQn 
itas a disgrace not to have her child emxitted^ 
^and she told me such were the opinions gf\^A 
her neighbours ; and though there were, not iejdns 
for ally nor place for all, every one had biS' ddme 
^et down in the regular battalions or among jtltt 
toU/tntarioSj and, while he tilled his (ieldaa^vilil 
called for, was delighted with the. momonl; wbioh 
placed him in the ranks. The truth is> th(^<airaqr 
t^ifl been so admirably managed by KiuaA^cai^> 
gyi, ,^hat its confidence and entbusiasmi wem et 
the.highest. He took care never ^orisk'WiMliaii 
i^leiis he was certain to win \ and t^Q wild mfxmi^ 
l^ipeers, seeing the disciplined aoliiiers fly^c6n^ 
themi fancied tbe^mselvesinvinpiblej; and.rbailed 
the moment whep the ^i:um cajiled them to 9fw^% 
That confidence still remiainf^;. at the.otily plaee 
where they had been jrepuised was Mendigoria, aoi 
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there the actual balance of men killed was against 
the Christinoa: and as Moreno, who led them 
on that day, bad been removed, to make way fer 
the Count of Casa Egaia, whom they looked npon 
with Teretence as the adviser of ZumalacaEregui, 
and were attached to, becaose he was a native of 
the province. 

The road from Salinas to Iran is one of die most 
pictnresqoe in Europe, and it winds the whole 
way through a valley or ravine, protected on each 
side by hills or mountains clad with timber or 
cultivated nearly to the summit. We found ourselves 
again between long ranges of tnmip-fields, or 
ground with the young wheat bursting into life ; 
and as the cold was moderate, we enjoyed out 
ride and the scenery, and speculating on the beauty 
which it must unfold in May, when the young 
leaves are on the trees, or in October, when the 
aotumnal tints give glory to the foliage. 

It was at this pass of Salinas that the French, in 
the war of independence, lost so many men and con* 
voys; and as it cannot be turned, (for the mountains 
right and left are almost inaccessible, except to gue- 
rillas,) it is evidently a barrier which can be de« 
iended by a few men against large numbers. If 
the mountains at each side do not rise laterally 
from the high road, there is but a short space of 
broken ground which will give cover to light troops ; 
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aadtwhen ii is coasidered that the army which^by 
gi*eftt resolutioa aod great good fortune^ forces a 
way thraugh the defiles as far as Salinas^ will 
there be met by aa almost impregnable f>aaitioti> 
with iK> other retreat thmi that through wbiph the 
advance hsA been made, the prudence of the 
Queen's Generals will be commended, which 
keeps their post along the lines of the Ebro, or in 
the valleys through which it runs. 

We got a capital dinner at Salinas ; and the 
Patrqna complimented the ambassadors with . a 
bottle of old wine, and we were visited by a 
French officer who was acquainted with one of 
our party ; and after diinner we saw a battalion of 
Navarese drawn up, and a squadron of lancers. 
Let it not be supposed that the battalions of 
Don Carlos are wild troops met together out of 
a spirit of independence, and unwilling to sub* 
mit to discipline ; as they are in reality pe^?* 
fectly organized, with the full complement of ofii^ 
cers, commissioned and non-commissioned, and 
they are regularly drilled and efficient in the sim- 
ple maniBuvres necessary for the service : and as 
to their submission to discipline, we had unhappily 
a specimen ^ for a man who had been tried by a 
court-martial, and convicted for disobedjience of 
ocders^ was punished in the middle of the square 
before us. He was tied over a drum, and*six men 
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beat him for almost thfee mtmrtes with canesf sb 
tlsek as the httle &iger — the aeiiteaoe huriitg 
beea read befive the battalioa, and the jirums 
ammdiiig daiing its infliction* He wbb. theor jod- 
monished, if die offence was repeated* he wonld. he 
discharged the service, which is a disgEMe msst 
dreaded by a Navaiese. Panisfamenty as I andef • 
stood, seldom takes place, bnt a criaie is aener 
passed over, particolarly that of r^bery of .arrpcas- 
sant, which is met with instant death. Indeed, the 
Spanidi soldiers are the best-oendocied possible, 
and the crime of drunkenness, which leads oor mmi 
iiitx>.so many scrapes, is unknown to them* and it 
n with horror they speak of the emel Bogffmgs 
which the soldados comprados are said to. i»0eii9e 
almost daily at Victoria. The laoceis were a>filie 
set of fellows, and the oflScer of our party, arfao had 
belonged to the Life^Guards, said- he had^ sel- 
dom seen men of better form : and if Don Carlos 
o^ld get together a couple of thousand eqinjly)ds 
good, he would try his fortune in the plains^ .' 

~ Our road led through two large. villages^ befofie 
we reached Mondragon, where we understood ^the 
commander-in-chief actually was ; and in each we 
found a battalion in marching order, with its am- 
munition in the process of being taken oat of the 
magazines, and loaded on mule-back. Those re- 
giments were fully as efficient as the others I had 
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aeen^ and the greater part were provided .<indi 
tliair new dothing; but the ma^Lets of all wsce 
hi'gdod drder^ and if some were bat lightly ekd, 
they seemed to regard it with indifference, as* tbeve 
wai» no want of ra>^iona or wine. The officetB were 
getttlemanlike men, most of them of the Madrid 
'Oorde-de-^CorpSf or the Royal Guard, in Ferdinand's 
iiam ; though there were some few mixed up wiX^ 
th^fm, whp were guerilla chiefs, and who bad a^- 
tidoed rank iix>m having well deserved it, :.fay 
keefHDg the country before Don Carlos came^^nd 
when their cause was almost hopeless. 

These battalions included, we had not seen, 
fince the morning, less than from ten to twebse 
thousand men, nor, within three days, under fi&ften 
Ihousand, all oi^nized and fit for action; mthat 
'ant doubts about the army were set at rest, as, 
allowing for the division under Sarasa. in Bistoy, 
-the whole number of eighteen thousand regular 
tixwpa, independent of the VQ/iin/arios, fdJ!.tbe 
internal service of the provinces, which bfid^be^n 
given to me at head^quarters, was fully jand sub- 
stantially made out. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



Havino reached Mondragon, where the com- 
maiider-iD-chief for the moment was, before going 
to visit him, we asked at the gaard-boase, at the 
entrance of the town, where the English soldiers, 
of whom we understood there were 14 or 20 in the 
village, were to be seen, and we were informed 
that one of them was then on duty at that post. 
Having desired him to be called, we heard a voice 
exclaiming for the Muchacho Ingles, ** the English 
lad/' to stir himself; and, soon after, a man^ abont 
forty- five, rubbing his eyes as if just awoke from 
sleep, and staring wildly about him, on heariag 
his language, came forward. He was dressed in .an 
old frock coat, with a great rent in his tiuwsers, 
his mustachios and hair out of order, his whiskers 
running to seed, and, in fiict, looking the true pic- 
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ture of a soldier who had escaped from discipline, 
and forgot his self-respect. The following dia- 
logue passed : — 

* Are you an Englishman V 

' To be sure, your honour, — from Dublin«' 
' Where do you come from V 

* Oh ! your honour, from Ireland/ 

' Very true ; but where were you taken ? or are 
you a deserter V 

* Deserter indeed ! I was made prisoner at St. 
Sebastian, one day that I went to the sea-side to 
wash my face/ 

* How do yoo like the service V 

*' Mighty tolerable, your honour ; only I don't 
see much of their money/ 

* Do you get rations V 

' Why not ? Both lashing and leavings/ 

' Do yon get wine V 

(With a grin.) * Only a pint, your honour.' 

* Do yott get brandy V 

* When I get 'kasion (occasion), yoor honour.' 
. f 'Do they pay you ?' 

^T^ tell Crod's troth, the cash runs short some- 
how/ 
tiDo the men behave well to you ?' 
< Obi the «oub ! they are mighty obliging/ 
' Ape you fond of them.?' 
^ Indeed we come on very agvesable/ 
' And the language, Pat?' 
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• Ob, Sir, I fanned it thpee-and-twenty years 
ago, at the siege of Badajoz, and do you think 
I *d forget it now, when it *8 of use to me V 

' And the Muchachas ?' 

• Oh, your honour, God bless you ! donHbefan-' 
ning me, Uisnt of them I 'm thinking/ 

• Do you ever get drunk V 

(With a grin and wiping with the end of bis 
coat the corner of his eye.) 'Arrah, Sir, you make 
my mouth water.' 

' Here are three pesetas ; and give the guard a 
^assof wiau/ 

' High my jewels ! ! long life to your honour ! 
good luck attend you ! ' 

' Where are the other Englishmen V 

' I '11 run and call the sergeant ; we are eighteen 
Ejiglishmeh in all. Sir ; but fourteen of us are 
Irish/ 

H^ started off, and in a few seconds returned 
with' two of his countrymen, one of whom had 
beeii a sei^eant of marines, and the other a sol- 
dier; both well dressed and of very creditable 
appearance* I was surprised to see men of such 
good manners, and apparently of good conduct, 
d^erters; but it was not safe, where we then 
were, to express our opinions of their unworlhi- 
ness, as there can be no excuse for desertion, and 
they should, if dissatisfied, have found their way 
home to England, and not gone over to fight 
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agaii^t their own countrynaeii, as it appeared these 
fellows had done at Hernani. They j unified 
themselves after their own fashion ; but we glives 
them no countenance, and said our only mjoti^e in 
seeing, tbein was to ascertain how many English- 
men were in the service of Don Carlos. They re- 
plied, that there were more than thirty, and that 
eighteen more were daily expected, and that they 
had petitioned Don Carlos to embody them to« 
gether, and give them an English officer to com- 
mand them. They admitted they were well fed 
and well treated, and had no other complaint but 
the irregularity of their pay, which was then, two 
months in arrear. They asserted that many ^f 
the auxiliaries wished to come over, particularly 
the Irishmen, as they were Roman Catholics, iand 
were well received by the people ; but that a stricf 
watch was kept over them, and the shooting o^ 
t|V£|,meii who had strayed from Bilboa bad fright- 
6n.ed them, very much, as it was supposed Don 
Carlos*s .prdpr, to put them beyond tbe Eliot, cpn-' 
ventiqn,.wQuld be acted on. prom tbeoj I fiirthet 
learned that the band. of one of the English batto;-;^ 
lions.had been taken, and was now in attendance 
ou General Sarasa at Biscay ; and the English boy 
we, saw at Onat^e, as servant to General JMarotto, 
was the son of the first clarionetrplayer* They 
alsa^coRfirmfgd tile account given me by the French 
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oflkers^ of the coodact of the Cariiat&ia actioo, 
and said it was impossible for men .to fight with 
more courage. 

We next paid a visit to the commander ia^chief, 
and were cordially receiTed by the Conde de Casa 
Eguia, though he was suffering under an attack of 
the gouty to which he is a victim ; but he said he 
could not think of declining to see us after the lopg 
detour we had made to call on him. The Count is 
a fine old gentleman, at least sixty^five years of 
age, with laige grey eyebrows, and grey whis- 
kers, and white hair ; but his appearance was any- 
thing but military ; the gout having flown to his 
head, it was bound round with a kerchief, and im 
eyes were much inflamed. His whole frame exfair 
bited marks of a desperate attempt made on his life 
when he was captain-general of Galiciain 182S|, by 
means of detonating powder enclosed in a letter: his 
left arm was amputated, bis right hand vfas. sbprt 
of two fingers, and his body, altogether, recewje^ 
twenty wounds more or less serious* The avthpr, 
nor the motives, of the horrid design, h^ve, i^ 
been discovered. He was one of the JDul^e <>f 
Wellington's aides-de-camp during the waroC-iiitd^ 
pendence, and speaks with gratitude of the IldkoTs 
kindness to him, and with admiration— «at^. wh^ 
does not?-^of bis great xailitary talents.; aj^d.^^ 
said he made it a rule tOiimitate the d«^isipn and 
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promptvtnde vtrhich marked all the movements of 
bis gi'eat master. 

The Count is a native of Biscay, but holding 
property in Navarre, and having connexion in the 
ofter two provinces ; and his character is so much 
respected in all, that, while he remained at Bay- 
mihe, Ztimalacaregui wrote to him earnest eritrea- 
tres to come in and assist him with advice, and 
finally declared that he would throw up the com- 
mand if he did not do so. Thus pressed, he crossed 
tb^ frontier, and Zumalacaregui would not under- 
take any project without consulting him; and, as 
a proof of the estimation in whicih the Count holds 
the memory of his friend, all his personal stafFare 
thode thosen by Zumalacaregui. After the death 
of that hero, Don Carlos took on himself the com- 
maiid of the army, and appointed Moreno second 
under him ; which was, in point of fact, placing the 
war in his hands : but the troops were not satis- 
fied,>^flr8t, because he was an Andalusian, of whom 
tb^ K^v^rese hold a slight opinion ; and next, be- 
caiise ail the chief officers declared that the Euro- 
pean' "chardcter of Moreno, whether well or ill 
desek'ved, tinsuited him for the highest post; and, 
as tSie'Wttle of Mendigoria was lost by him, and as 
the cavalry which Zumialacaregui always reserved, 
bi^catrise he knew its weakness, became disorganized 
by being pushed forward out of time — Don Carlos 
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was obliged to yield, and he entreated Casa Eguia, 
who would have excused himself from age and in- 
firmity, to replace him. It was understood, how- 
ever, that the appointment was only temporary, 
and that when he has placed the troops in their 
highest possible efficiency, and organized the ca- 
valry and artillery, he would resign the command 
to Villa Real, an excellent officer, and on whose 
fame public opinion has decidedly pronounced 
itself. 

The old Ck>unt complained much that he could 
not bring Cordova to an action ; and he assured us 
that he had repeatedly ofiered battle within the 
last three months, which the other declined ; and 
he appealed to us if the flank march, which had 
been made almost under our eyes, did not give 
sufficient opportunity to the conjoined Spanish 
and auxiliary troops to attack him if they dared, 
their numbers being so superior to his. He further 
instanced that when lately he passed men into Ca- 
talonia, and Aragon, he brought down a mode- 
rate force into the plains, almost under Lerin and 
Laraga, where the Queen's army were in force, iii 
order ta mask the movement which he was mak- 
ing on his left ; but nothing could induce Cordova 
to try his hand ; and all that the Queen's General 
could boast of since he (the Count) had taken the 
command, was the chance occupation of Estella by 
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Oraa ; and even there that General was afraid to- 
stay more than one day, and hurried in disorder 
to Lerin. 

The old Count spoke with enthusiasm of the 
conduct of the troops, and wished much that an 
action would f^ke place, in order that we might 
witness their daring coun^e; but he admitted that, 
until he procured more cavalry, his hands were 
tied up, so far as any forward movement was con* 
cerned. He was doing all he could to remedy that 
defect ; he had called in 200 horse from the Cure 
Merino, and he had 800 good lancers, on whom 
he could rely ; but it was necessary to double or 
treble that number before he could march in secu- 
rity on the plains. He would gladly fight, because 
his troops, certain of victory, desired nothing bet-^ 
ter every day ; but the inaction of the Christinos 
gave him time for organization, and he was avail- 
ing himself of it in such a manner that in three 
months he would be quite at ease. He spoke of 
St. Sebastian, and did not seem pleased with the 
'bombardment of it ; as there was no chance of 
taking the place, and the motives of the cannonade 
would be misconstrued ; and» instead of being 
viewed merely as a demonstration of power on the 
part of the Carlists, and as a stratagenx to draw 
Cordova and Evans into the mouptainSj it would 
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be set down as a deliberate fiiege, and a conse- 
quent failure. 

Casa Bguia then confirmed all I had been pre- ' 
viously told about the progress of the insurrection 
in Catalonia and Lower Aragon, and he assured itis 
that there were 16,000 men in the former, and ' 
10,000 in the latter, all armed and organized, and'' 
well officered and disciplined ; and that ^40^060'^ 
men were ready, if he could give them muskets. ' 
Seeing how much the veteran suffered from the 
gout, we took our leave; and he expressed hitnsetf ^ 
much flattered by the visit, and offered every' as-^" 
sistance in his power to our further rese^rch^^I 
The night having come on, an escort of threi*' 
lancers was provided ; and under their giildani^d^^ 
we soon found the way to Onate, having inter- ^ 
changed the Quien vive ? at the advanced post, antf *^ 
were again hospitably welcomed, after eight 'ddys^S 
absence, by our former kind host and hostess'. ^'^ 

A good supper being a suitable finish to a'^ai^^ 
day's riding, we adjourned to the ca/S; and' the ^' 
beautiful mistress of it, and her old m6ther, alriibblP^ 
embraced us with delight ; for, independent of tKI 
attraction of three Englishmen setting the' fafeliibi?'^ 
at her house, there was the sum of ready tii^bhe^ 
at the end of our visit, which,* if I mistake ndt/Wi^d 
very acceptable. - - • . ,-^ ri^qsi 



The kitc}ieo*fire bein£^ me^ ^om£brt)^er th^n an 
apartment with the pan of ashes called a bnasero, 
usjually giren tp^w^a^ a raoin, we had Qvir table 
laid before it, and superintended the cooking, and 
took, care that , our universal, order^ on entering 
every bouse, " ni ajos ni ctboUas^'* — " neither 
garlic nor onions/'-r— was attended to. The. old 
w^ijnanrput on fresh wood^ and the young one her 
best smiles ; a&d several officers, hearing of our 
retijirn^ fiopked va, and we made a parlour of the. 
kjlpben^ iQuch to the discomfort of the Sefiora, but 
to the satisfaction of the Senorita. who thus had 
all her admirers grouped about her. This young 
woiQ^^p was beautiful both in face and person; 
her nj^anners were excellent, and her character 
withput blemish, as all the Frenchmen in the 
s^ryicq admitted. Indeed, she entertained the 
genex:al distaste of her country towards that nation^ 
and'turnecl away from the compliments of these 
gaj^ qayaliers to the sober talk of the Ingleses, 
whqm^ she said, were ^* genie mm decente** — "more 
respectable people." Her great curiosity was to 
discover the object of our visit ; as to her all the 
gossips of the town nocked to hear the news ; and 
s^e put her questions with all the ingenuity of an 
Ol4 Bailey barrister.. She told us that the general 
report was> that our military friend had COQie for- 
ward to offer Don Carlos a battalion of men, 
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equipped at his expense; that anotkerns chaiged 
by friends in England to prepaie the same ; and 
that we were enonnonsly rich* and ready to give 
two or three millions to the Infante, if he would 
condescend to accept of it. She also said, that 
the common soldiers and people did not like our 
Tisit to head-quarters, as we were comii^ now to 
offer assistance when the battle was won, and no 
aid was wanted ; bat that the people with cabezas 
(with heads), who reflected, contended that money, 
whether given eariy or late, should never be refused^ 
and that good uses might yet be found to which it 
could be applied. In her own opinion, we were 
ambassadors sent to arrange the afiair with Don 
Carlos ; andshe hoped we might succeed, as peace 
was better than war ; but that no other conditioa 
would be listened to, than Don Carlos being placed 
on the throne at Madrid. 
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IThis young woman was a good specimen of the 
Spanish female character^ and of the equality that 
prevails among themi from the grandee to the' 
peasant ; she was composed in manner, and ready 
in reply, and listened to a compliment with as 
much ease as if bred in the palace ; and her edu- 
cation was the «ame as if such had been her lot — ' 
it being confined, even in tlie best families, to at 
little embroidery and music, and a very little 
reading and writing. It is astonishing with what 
a slight stock of accomplishments a Madrid lady 
sets up in the world, and how admirably they can 
sustain conversation and inveigle hearts. A fan is 
her alphabet, and a mantilla her dictionary ; and 
with . these, she can speak all the languages ia 
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Europe ; at least, I defy any maa, from Ardiangel 
to I^aples, not to understand ber« The 6rst lesson 
she receives is in the art of pleasing, and the first 
example she sees in her mamma is, how a lover is 
to be caught and managed. Nature teaches h^ 
the rest ; and she sets up, at the age of sizteeo,^ am 
accomplished coquette, and soon picks out a hu6» 
band and a lover. 

The kitchen 'was made up of all sounds ami 
smells ; and what between the bubbling of tbep 
puchero, the hissing of the frying-pan, the cryingL 
of an infant, the heavy foot of an Asturian undet^ 
wench, the clang of an officer's sabre, the thump^ 
of a 'soldier's musket, the breaking -of dishes^ &y 
yelping of a cur, the mewing of a cat, the jabbeMtig' 
of Basque, Spanish, English, and Fieneh, ih^^ 
never was such a riot since the days of Bat^V 
and what between the steam of gariic and onio&Sj; 
not to enter more into particulals^ since Apoth^ 
caries' Hall was opened, there vi^as not siicii a^ 
combination of perfumes. . ! 

While we remained at Onata this was oar eltib^ 
and the Freneh officers met us every svenbg'fbf 
talk dver the war and every thing in the WfM^ 
These gentlemen were expatriated in eonsequ^iftca^ 
of their attachment to Charies X., and fromba^ 
ing taken arms in La Vend4e| and thsjr ^t^toooge^t 
to the first families in Britanny ;. and I could not 



i>iit ,Mpit^, th$ ^gay tempec ivitii wbiab :th^. ^pt 
peft^.aU; thig discomforts ^of a Spaniab campaigni 
tivi thecoolness which 4he people regairded them 
with» and Don Carlos was compelled to assiuse^ 
in.order that the ire of Louis Philippe should not 
miOre^ sensibly be excited. I found them all men 
of j^duoation and polished manners, and full of 
information on every thing connected with the 
service ; and had many discussions with them, in 
o^r^r that I might be still more assured of the 
justness of the survey which I had just concluded 
in the provinces. Two had just returned from 
(?fH;aIoinia and Aragon, and they astonished me by 
tb^ acc<Mints which they gave of the Carlist as- 
cendency in both provinces. They assured me 
they treiversed the high roads when and where 
they pleased, and entered into every town, the 
small Cbristino garrison generally retiring as they 
approached ; and that they had even more com- 
ferHkble quarters than in Navarre or Guipuzcoa. 
The Catalan nobility had all taken up the ques- 
tion as one of principle, and made subscriptions to 
pay the troops ; and a spirit of emulation was 
afising between them and the Bfisque provinces, 
a^^ they were determined to find the road first to 
Madrid, r earnestly begged of these gentlemen 
toeonfine themdelves (o facts, and ratlier to under- 
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rate than orerstate the force ; but they repeated, 
that I could depend on every word they said, and 
that Catalonia and Lower Aragon were, if poBsible^ 
more Carlist than Navarre. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



O N Tuesday, the 14th of December, I left Onate, for 
the purpose of making a short tour in Biscay, and 
thus concluding the survey which I had originally 
proposed of the four Basque provinces. The 
morning was cold, and the roads were hard, in 
consequence of a severe frost which had fallen 
the night before ; but we laid in a good provi- 
sion against the one by means of a capital 
breakfast, and our little horses seemed to ap- 
prove of the latter, in comparison with the bro- 
ken ruts they had passed through on the moun- 
tains. We parted from our friends the evening 
previous, and received a thousand kind wishes for 
our happiness ; and our beauty of the Posada wad 
inconsolable at so soon losing her ^mbaxadores In-^ 
gieses, and prayed of us to return very speedily i 
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and she pressed 6iir hajids, parlicolarly tlK}9V^df 
our military young friend ; and I have suspicion 
that her peace of mind was rather benefited by the 
change of air which he, not Ae, was abotit taking. 
I had a conversation with M. Cruz Mayor, the' 
previous afternoon ; and^ as a proof of the frank^ 
neS6 with which he is acting, I must mentiori 1^^,^ 
when I said ** I am going to Madrid, and Imay 
be asked by diplomatic personages what your 
position here is ; and though I can only speak the 
truth if I do give an answer, I can be silent if you 
think it necessary to require it, as no man has a 
right to come amongst you and carry away mfbir^ 
malion for the service of your adversaries ;. and 
therefore be so kind as to tell me what you wii^h 
to have done ;" he replied, ** We have nothing 
to conceal : the greatest favour you can do us,' is 
to speak candidly of all that you have seen. The 
King — of course, every one at Onate terms Don 
Carlos the King — ^is delighted to receive English- 
men like you,* whose motives cannot be suspected. 
Hia cause is founded on truth ; and by the truth 
being made known, it can be best served. Ybu 
have seen more perhaps than any other stranger : 
you are at full liberty to speak of all you have 
Been." I had also the honour to take leave of 
Don Carlos; and cannot fsul to remember the 
gracious manner in which he bade- me a gocni 



JWi^^y^aflA^hop^ that J ;frad bee^.iKfiH r^^i^ed. 
ift- thp^eseui^^p t^iWgh tie pji^vi^cpfirr Iknovf m% 
\shfit rfie <?np^ty of . *^e Jftfw^lie may bei for, gr^afr 
iLir£^ii£>; but; jiia cQi^nag^. and .dcjiarm^nationj^m 
I»G^ed by'.hift.pres.ewDt pa^ti9n-7-fei^ lovje.oC order 
and :cppabiMiie8 for a good administrator^ by. hia 
ff^pmef. life; and c^l^inly for gentleness of manoar 
^ri^ siiayity.of temper, five minutes in bis society 
ajTi^ >fiu|$(d4^t tQ .convince yQU of hia ppi^essing 
^)mi^ in &a etninent degree* I had the boaouir tQ 
If^ke my l^ave^ 4^ply io^pressed with a regard fot 
hisr cliaf^eri and with sympathy for bis misfpr- 
tuoep^ ; and I will glivdly hear of any arrangement 
bdng ,com,e to foi: an amicable settlement of .a 
qvi^tipfi, which now appears likely to be pro** 
tr^^d for yiBars. 

^ I^ is. to, be f^mei, however^ that the pride. and 
^pipity pf botb. parties will repel all propoai^iona 
fpf^fia accommodation; and I regret tosay, tbptft 
yv^bile I .found, ^t Madrid a determipation not, even 
^9.^H^Cf^^ty ihefuerosg I. met at Onate aniiiMiisr 
|»opitiQn to listen tq any terais short of the whnLe 
ocder of sxicce^sion being continged^ A mairriage 
seems to be the only practicable mode of termina- 
tiyqi^ the .civil war^ but that is attended with many 
4i6^paltie^i and Don Carlc;^ will insist on his son 
reigning^ xiqt ^s Kiog^Cppsorti but in his own right ; 
labile the Reagent Qhristijaa will require that her 
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d'liagh tier snail lie Queen, by the repeal * of- tfce 
Salique law. If the parties to the Qnsfdniple 
Treaty wonid' take the matter seriously in hand, 
and, instead of dealing out snch partial assistance 
as affords a momentary but not effectual Btreng^ 
to one^ Join ih concluding the contest by a mar^ 
riage, and give notice to both parties that ten 
actual and sufficient intervention against one vt 
the other must result in case of refiisal, the ex* 
isting strife might be appeased, and Spain opened 
to new institutions, consistent with the spirit of the 
*age and the peculiar character of her people. 

A short distance from Onate, we met the <!om* 
mander-in-chief, Casa Eguia, coming to head-quar« 
ters. He seemed still to labour under the effects 
of gout ; and his head was wrapped np in a style 
not very martial. He was attended by three hm- 
eers, and appeared to manage his horse weH, not- 
withstanding the only hand he had left was^so 
much mutilated. We stopped and spoke; tmd 
after those ceremonies which Spaniards never 
lail to pay, and which must not be omitted with 
them, we passed on our way until the town of 
Mondragon came in view. While going through 
the main street, we were hailed in English by an- 
other of our brave Auxiliaries who had come over. 
Tliis rascal said he had been an upholsterer ; but 
he had more the air of a London pickpocket^ and 
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i)fi^qty ^.((jti^y (dlillin^, infe^di^ to, desert, aRji 

tj^,t,hB,had. i,Qfact,jma,(JeJjis, ^Ef9ape^ two'^^ayfi 

^(t^,his rogimeQt'a ,ai;riTal jn, Spain,. He begged 

^some, money froip u? ; bitt while our inll,it.^ry fjienii 

gg-vfi bin) a peseta, becauae.he was a co^ntrynnan, 

Jbe (et hioi know «ur opinion of his dishonourably 

conduct i but the fellow took the mon^ y and the 

iibuse 'With, the same composure^ and, while he 

^;^pt the^ one, was not long in liquidating tl^e 

Otb^r.at the wine-Rhop. The Irishmaa I have pre^ 

viously m^Dtioued was willing to come forward ; 

hut, finding from the tone of our voices that we 

-day, he turned the corner 

sd bless ye, and good bye^ 

ind at Mondragon one of 

e receiving its new cjoth- 

re who were preparing for 

iheexpedition into Catalonia, then being (>rga* 

nixed, .which, it was understood. General Ma- 

rottia was to command. 

The divisioq of four thousand tneo ^hicb 
Guerre had taken into that province, in Au-r 
gust last, were all Navarese i and they, not agree- 
ing with the CatAloniano — a feud. existing for ages 
between these two people, — they were recalled, and 
H new body ordered to be collect^, of six thousand 
jnen, froqi the ba^ti^ipnf of Castile, which aije.cooir 
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posed of bitber. {he men tent in -from the ^iire Met^, 
mo, or from d^sertefs orpnaaners made ir^^mtth^ 
QoeeOy aii4 who have entered into this servH^e* . I(. 
wiB scarcely be believed, that there were- eig|^|h 
battalione with Doa Carlos, none of whom be^r' 
longiec) to the ^ prorinces, and the greater part :of 
whom were deserters or prisoners. Don Carlcc^ 
sees that he cannot submit to true military discv-^ 
pline the mountaineers of Kavanrcj and (bat^ ^x<^w 
if they do pass into another district ' for a timei 
ihey will not cordially remain there ; and there*, 
fore he is organizing the men of other provinces 
for a forward movement, which' he calcnlatesoi^ 
inaking through Catalonia and Lower Aragon. 

Guerege» though he performed one part' of bfs 
mission well, allowed his men to become insabor*^ 
dinate,and several of them, who divided into small 
parties, were made prisoners, and therefore hot is 
not to be again entrusted with the command j but 
Marotto is to replace him, and I am given to onder^ 
stand that the army is content with the selection* 
' We were accompanied by two French officers^ 
one of them a gentleman of La Vend^, andt hf^. 
longing to a celebrated family, who volunteered apd 
received permission to make a little tour with opp 
party; the other, a captain of artillery, who had 
the superintendence of the foundry at EUorio, and 
was now bound thither to hasten the supply of 
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sbdik eli^d- Wlld^o St^ SelMidtiati. I'his offieer bad, 
gr^t' difficul4^ i» gettii^^ out of F^aasiee, beiag 
airi'ested twiee 6r thmet Q^d oTen after, be liad 
nifide good hi[$ passaged, be wa» suspected by tiher 
C&riidt^ emd kept ki coninemeDt for some timeiv 
until he was enabled to prove bis rank a^d cba* 
r&^er. He' attempted to cross the frontier first by 
contrJetband/ but he was laid hold off by the custom^ 
house officers and conducted to Bayonne ; then, 
he* attempted to go from Behobia by sea, but h^ 
was* ^oppiid by a gendarme; and having de*^ 
dared that he was on a mission to the Christinos. 
at St> Sebastiaj!)^ his passport was sent back and 
reguMrly signed by the Spanish consul^as well as. 
by the French authorities. He arrived at St. Sebas- 
tian/but suspicion having been cre^ted^ the go* 
vemor deteihaiined to arredt him ; but hie landlady 
got notice 6f what was in agitation^ and in conse- 
quence of het' hints he found means to escape from 
that fbrtreds. But he was agaia stopped by a 
Pesethro, at a place called Porte Rouge ; but he 
prevailed on this man by a bribe of twenty fradcs 
net to^ detain him, and as he alleged that he wae 
^ Frenchman/ belonging to the men-of-war then 
lying at Passages. He then turned to the moun^ 
^ins and soon fell in with a Carlist party» wbo- 
conducted him to their- chiefs by whom he s was 
passed on to another ; but there suspicion of bis^ 
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being a spy having arisen, he was put under arrest, 
and it was not until his case was strictly investi^ 
gated that he was admitted into the serviced He 
has since been elevated to the special confidence of 
Don Carlos, not only from his gallant conduct in 
action, but from his scientific acquisitions, and be 
now rode a horse and wore a sword which the 
Infante had presented him with the day pre- 
viously. 

The road from Mondragon wound round an<^ 
finally almost ascended to the top of that sublime 
8ugar*loaf mountain which we had so often looked 
at in our journey ; and we saw with surprise that, 
while the very summit was but a peak of Craggy 
rock, the sides, even to a great elevation^ were 
tilled or fit for pasture; and the view it now 
afforded us of the plains and hills of Biscay^ wi^ 
one of great magnificence, and varied from the 
kind of country which we had hitherto passed 
through; as, while Navarre is plain or rock^ 
Guipuzcoa a succession of undulations, and Alava 
a flat, Biscay is a combination of hill and valley ;^| 
of abrupt mountains towards the sea, and of 
smiting dales in the centre. Production was every-^ 
where visible, and the whole land green with tlie 
young wheat; and flocks of sheep or herds of cattl^. 
gave assurances of the rural wealth for Which this^ 
province has been long renowned. '': 
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1 am quite sktisfied, thbugV iWck the pottula* 
tipn'ot the Four provinces is, ttiat' a fuUcro^ oT 
one year must be equal to fKree or four years* con- 
sumption; for, as the hills are fertile, and even 
the mountains under cultivation^ and ais they rise 
closely to each other, like the waves oh an agitated 
Ocean/ the surface must be, moderately speakings 
four times as much as if the country were a plainv 
And it is oply by a conviction of that fact that 
the present abundance of the provinces — after two 
years and a half of civil war, and after the im-^ 
modei^ate supply of rations to both armies, on an 
average eighty thousand a-day when the Chris* 
ttnos held the high and the Carlists the moun-^ 
tains, jahd forty thousand, daily, at presents-can 
be accounted for. It will be further remarked, 
that thie content of the people now arises from the 
circumstance that they have only one army to 
feed; and, though they desire peace, and would 
gladly welcome an arrangement, they do hot com- 
plain of a state which is comparative happiness 
with what they before experienced, and in which 
they hav6 security in their houses, employment 
for tlieir sons, and the pride of independence and 
of conquest. During the year of Rodil and 
Mina^s burnings and extortions the condition of 
the inhabitants was deplorable, and the feeling 
for their ancient privileges must indeed be deep. 
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which enabled them to hold out agaisst his power 
imd coAtributioDS. ■ . •■ ^ 

. It not imfirequeatly bappei^ that the Alcaldfrof 
a vUlage-has had to provide two thousand mtioitt 
in the morning for the Qveen'a troops, and tv»«o 
thousand in the eventag for the Oarlists, in «the 
neighbouring mountains; and there are man; 
instances where the poor Alcaldes haye. been-pUc 
nished for having supplied the other party, though 
he had previously complied with the full demaods 
of the power in whose hands he was at the thai:. 
Indeed^ the post of chief*niagtstrate became : so 
hazardous that none of the better people woKld 
accept of it, and the Queen's Generals were obh^od 
to make it a compulsory election ; and the poor 
devil was shot if he had not greatness thrust upon 
him; and fined, and sometimes. shot, if hecDmn 
plied with the demands made on him in virtue oi 
that honour. 

. The wealth of Biscay consists in cattle, as well 
fis of tillage ; and I saw many droves still— good 
beef in prospect for the Carlists — thoug^fa ,.thfa 
supply of rations had for so long a period been 
uncea3iDg» 

I should not omitstating, that while thecountryr 
hasbeenxnabled to bear up against the civil war, thi^ 
towns have suffered severely, and they wiUJong faajve 
to lament the consequenpes of the contest. In the 
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first pbcey .^eTfiiy jwealtby peisiHii whstlMr Cfarift^ 
tino or Carlisti removed his family, to FraDCBi; 
tod thaif bcmaes are to be seea closed aiod deserted, 
with the broken panes of glass giving assurance 
o£ desolation; and in the second^ the usual traffic 
and bustle of a country tovtrn has been suspended, 
particularly those of Biscay, which drew supplies 
of English goods from Bilboa, and distributed 
them over the country, at prices, I may say, lower 
than the London retail shopkeepers ; as, even now 
that the usual communication is suspended, silk 
handkerchiefs, similar to those I had lately paid 
fiine ahillings for in Regent Street, were offered 
me at a dollar in Ellorio. 

The Spanish country towns are, at all times, 
notoriously sombre, as the women do not appear 
inrtfae streiets, except on holydays (dias dejiesta) 7 
and, perhaps, a person who passed through these 
villages, three years since, would not perceive a 
dififen^ce now : but one who takes the trouble to 
Examine, will find the truth of what I say, and 
that, while the agricultural parts of the provinces 
are umnjured, the towns feel seriously the civil 
war. It will also be found, on investigation, that 
the principal families in the cities were in favour of 
the Queen, as they would gladly subnait their 
pokti(s to convenience, and were satisfied to ac- 
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quiesce in the existiDg order of things ; but the 
country, to a man, is for Don Carlos ; and the very 
same thing, on a more limited scale, occurs here 
as in England*-the city interest is opposed to the 
agricultural. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



The French officers, our companions, were at- 
tended by a young Chouan from La Vendue, who, 
from former instruction, seemed quite at b6me in 
this warfare, and took his part in all the moun- 
tain excursions of the Navarese. Nature and early 
habits are powerful, and the young fellow pre- 
ferred leading a wild life among the hills, with 
the risk of being shot, to. the comfortable berth 
which his friends had procured him elsewhere, be- 
cause in it he had been compelled to rise at five 
Q^clock in the morning. 

We met several peasants in their best dress, as 
this was a holyday; and though there was no 
rain nor snow, nor any appearance of eithey 
falling, every one of them was provided with an 
umbrella ; that appendage being supreme bon ton 
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in the provinces^ and no rural 9xqat8ite^«v«nlQriAgi 
to sbow himself a;t church without it. Sdoh^t^ 
f93hioQ — in Regent Street a caffie<-^in Bisciiy w^ 
umbrella. • ' 

We soon arrived at the snug village of EllcMoi-' 
where I recommend the Posada as superlative id' 
the articles of chocolate and sweet biscuits, atid^ 
the houses as remarkably neat — the property of 
cleanliness and order being indispensable in 
Biscay; and^ after an interchange of complimehts 
between the landlord and our party, we leftn 
the horses to bait; while we walked a short dis« 
tance from the town to the foundry. We found > 
the men at work, making cannon-balls^ and fa^rd 
from them that business proceeded daily witbDUt* 
interruption^ though at a snail's pace^not more * 
than sixty being turned out each day^^andiiiat tM^^. 
mortars had been cast lately; and .they are 'uUe;)'^' 
if required; to cast large cannon. Tfa^ wHs^'a * 
good stock of charcoal and material; butrmoney^' 
was wanted to push the operations ta the^ibtt^ 
extent. 'v 

There was not a soldier at EUlorio, n<)r Wiliittt'- 
some leagues of it ; and it caused some s«i^risey •' 
when we found that the Cbristin^s^ wereat ^ictb#Mtt-* 
and Bilboa, and that this xhanufactory: lay withto - 
a few leagues of botb^ tiiat they dki notalteaijbt t^ 
cut oiFasd destaroy::ths wpricsy a|id4Jia44hj?^biii^!^ 

■ . ' - -. . . . , , • . • ' - * ' i^ •! 
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n$i9iOf .the foundry fv^ni on in the most perfect 
sftp'iftrity. These are the extraordinary points con* 
niSjSt^d with this.contest,^hich are so little kno^AMi 
to the people of England and France ; and one 
nv^M. Ideally pass through the proyince, as we^idy 
ir), every direction, before he can be convinced 
hofir. abfiplute the power of the Carlists in them 
is-: . . 

After a short stay in this village, we passed on 
to. Burango, so well known for its military im« 
portance in covering Bilboa, and so useful 
in- this war as the centre* of the great roads' 
from Yicloria, Bilboa, and Tolosa, and having, 
in f$u;t, by the possession of. it the whole 
cQmjDWd of Biscay* The English auxiliaries 
w^^.90 convinced of this^ that they attempted to 
g^t^o^ession of it twice, but they were on each 
ocea$ipn obliged to return into their lines* It 
WHS from Durango that Espartero set out in June, 
thi^ year, with five thousand men, to relieve Villa 
Franca, then besieged by Zumalacaregui, and 
when he was so certain of success, that he aban-« 
dofled the high road and took the shorter way by the 
m^Q^ntain of the Descarga ; and it was to this place 
tUfkt be fled in dismay the next morning — ^his mea 
t^ng. surprised by the Carlists, and no Jess than 
ouQ tbousand . of them made prieonerSr The 
gr^gjt.e^pjtuij^ tsaaped by jumping out of a window 
of a farm-house, and his people arrived here ia 
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the greatest disorder ; and the news of his defeat 
having been conveyed to the town he intended to 
relieve, it surrendered at discretion ; and the great 
moral blow, which led soon after to the abandon- 
ment of all the line of forts, struck against the 
Queen, and in favour of Don Carlos. 

It was also from Durango, ^at while the Car* 
lists were advancing against Bilboa, the officer who 
held it fled in terror, and by which Zumalacaregui 
was enabled to make his approaches at ease to- 
wards that place, (afterwards so fatal to Don 
Carlos, not only by the death of that chief, but 
by the repulse he experienced,) and in con- 
sequence of which the Carlists have ever since 
been enabled to keep a corps of observation at 
Galdacano, about two leagues from Bilboa, and 
now to push their outposts under the very nose of 
the town. 

. Durango is the birth-place of the Count of 
Casa Eguia, the commander-in-K^hief, and it ap* 
pears to have been a smart bustling place in 
former times ; but the usual nourishment is cut 
off, which it received from Bilboa, and it languishes 
like a sickly child. It has a public walk for the 
day, and another for the night,* and many pretty 
women, and a lai^e market-place, and a church 
of great extent, and an inn where the FreAch 
paper is rotting on the walls, and the landlady is 
going to ruin, and wh^re you will get a bad dinner 
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alifi^'a heavy bill. Finding tfiat General Sarasa 
bttd bnly two battaUons with him observing Bilboa^ 
8£iid that no operations were going on in that 
qigj^terv ftiriher than the occasional interchange' 
of shots by the outposts^ we did not advance 
closer to Bilboa^ and we took the road to the 
rigiit with the intention of retracing our steps and 
gaining the high way to Iniu. 
' -Wb accordingly set out on a line of country not 
oft6n risited by strangers^ and through which 
IPa^Cttre-has been still more bountiful than in the 
otll^r |)roVine^s/ and where a capital road had 
thfM y^rs sk^e been constructed over the highr 
est 'ffikountaitis/ that might frighten the soul of even 
a' Wilde or a M'Adam. Our first visit was^ how- 
ei^ t6 the to^ovn of Eybar, so well known in 
9paiii fdr the manufacture of pistols, as Toledo is 
for swords, and where Don Carlos has at present 
Us diief dep6t of muskets. We went through the 
wq&^aiid found the process going on, though not 
with J the activity I expected ; and the utmost yet 
tamed out appeared to be six hundred stand of 
aioiB a mon^^ though the foreman assured me be 
woyid deliiFer one thousand in this December. 
The: guOB iwere fal^ricated in five driFenent esta- 
l^bnfents, and sent to the neighbouring town of 
Plaeeiicia fer tiie las! polish, and to "wait the 
osdeea of Don Carlos. ^ ^ 
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This town was the most Christiiio in the pro- 
▼ince, and at the commencement of the struggle 
it armed all the people capable of carrying arms, 
and raised a fortification, and withstood a siege ; 
bat Znmalacar^;ai carried it without difficulty^ 
and all the Queen's manufacturers are now con* 
Tcrted into operatives for the other side. Many of 
the best inhabitants have gcme away, and some fine 
mansions, particularly one outside the town, are in 
decay ; and I fancy that few places have suffered 
so much from the civil war as this. 

After leaving Eybar we entered the chain of 
hills over which the new road to Tolosa has been 
carried. It is impossible for me to do justice to 
the scenery, even seen to disadvantage while put- 
ting on the cold garb of winter, and it would re- 
quire a far more romantic pen when the trees were 
in full leaf and Nature rejoicing in the strength of 
her summer beauty. I need only say that hills 
succeeded hills, swelling one from the other, all 
covered with the young com and spangled with 
the white cottages of the farmers, and broken 
occasionally by some desperate crag, to improve 
by contrast the softer charms of the lesser .eleva- 
tions. It is perhaps the most' poetical as well as 
the most fertile district fii the four provinces ; and 
the whole army of the Carlists, forced from their 
present positions, if they could hold this, might for 
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months find within it sustenance and shelter. The 
line of hills runs from Biscay into Guipuzcoa, and 
it is difficult to say which portion is the most beau-: 
tiful ; and I passed through it with the more satis- 
faction, as. it is out of the beaten track, and only 
visited by the few adventurous persons who have 
not been terrified by the name of civil warfare from 
making the excursion. 

I have another hint to give to my younger 
brethren of the ro£^d ; and that is^ not to hurry 
through the town of Ascotia> as we his senipi*s^ 
did, for it is famous for the beauty of its women; 
and I will pledge myself that whenever a fair 
Biscayna is met with more lovely both in face and 
person than the others, she has come fnom. Asco- 
tia. We saw, as we passed, some charming speci- 
mens, and any three Ingleses who clatter through 
as we did, will find it an excellezit. receipt for 
bringing all the damsels to the balconies ; and as 
poaching is fair in this country,, it will depend on 
their talents whether they can bring any^ down at 
a long shot They appeared to me to be finely 
formed, with full eyes, dark hair, and that proud 
pouting expression, half love, half disdain,^ which 
qone but a Spanish woiiian, however tender her 
heart may be, habitually assumes, with the ex-^ 
ception of those of Cadiz, who pride themselves 
on being what we term graciosa, which means 
amiable. 
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I should not have left Darango without men- 
tioning that the town of Guernica lies a little on 
the left, and it is worth being visited from the cii^ 
cnmstance that D<hi Carlos, as Sefior of Biscay, 
the title by which the Spanish monarch is known 
in that province, there subscribed the declara- 
tion to observe the fuero$ in the old pastoral 
manner required by custom; namely, under the 
few. branches which are left of an old tree, and 
surrounded by all the 'notables of Biscay in their 
fiill gala. It has been described to me as one 
of those touching ceremonies which throw the 
memory back an age, or recall the good old times, 
when in the open air, and in face of the whole 
people, the chief selected as a ruler swore to ob- 
serve the forms and freedom which had till then 
been handed down as a birthright, and from which 
they would never be alienated. 

It was in this province, where the people are 
thus warmed into. an attachment to the soil by the 
open promulgation of the charter of their liberty, 
that the standard of revolt against the Queen was 
first raised ; and though the character oU the peo- 
ple is not so bold as that of the Navarese, it is 
possible that it may be the last where it shall be 
overthrown. Zavala, in October, 1833, after the 
death of Ferdinand, lost not a moment in pro- 
claiming Don Carlos at Bilboa ; but the train not 
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having ignited elsewhere with the hifpidity which 
he expected, he was forced to give up the town^ 
:which from that period the Christinos have 8uc^ 
ceeded in holding. Such was the . certainty of 
success with which the first attempt was made, 
that a guard of honour was raised to receive Don 
Carlos, and a uniform prepared, which now may 
be seen in neighbouring villages, worn by those 
persons who have been compelled to fly to 
the country on the arrival of the Queen's 
army. 

The people of this province are said to be less 
courageous than those of the other Basque dis- 
tricts, and there are few feats to be recorded of 
them in the progress of the warfare ; but I under- 
stand that any inefficiency which maybe observed 
arises from want of the organization of their supe* 
riors, rather than from any absence of head or 
heart; and the men who have been draughted 
into other battalions have shown themselves always 
in the right place. The province has been, from 
the commencement of the struggle, mal-admini»- 
tered, and it is only now, that, under a new ap» 
rangement, the resources of it are brought forth, 
and the people left at their ease ; and Don Carlos 
looks to it both as a pasturage and granary, where 
.he is certain to find abundance, though his re- 
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Mmrces feil him elsewhere. Gaernica also comes 
in for its diaie of honour in this warfare, as one 
or two battles have been fought there to the dis* 
advantage of the Christinos. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



Between the towns of Ascotia and Aspeitia we 
got a fine view of the celebrated convent of Jesuits, 
built in honour of the founder of that order, and 
close to the house where he was born, which house 
is now incorporated with the main building. The 
church and the monastery are very extensive; and 
if the original plan were completed, which of 
course is now abandoned for ever, would have 
been enormous ; but one whole wing is without a 
roof, and only the basement of another perfect. 
Ignatius Loyola, the celebrated founder of the Je- 
suits, exchanged on a sick-bed at Pampeluna the 
libertine principles of a military rake for the severe 
aspirations of a monkish devotee ; and that bed is 
now preserved as a relic in the convent, where, if 
all that is said of Spanish monks be true, the con- 
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versions have been of late years all the other way, 
and many 'it seeming saint has changed into a 
certain sinner. However, Rodil found means to 
thin the order, and out of fourteen bret^ir^n 
he sent thirteen to Madrid ; and the only one who 
now remains to do the honours of the house is an 
old Jesuit of seventy-five, whose age and incapa- 
city found favour in the eyes of the spoiler. 

This church and convent are more renowned 
than in my opinion they merit : the interior is 
less rich than many of minor fame, but the exte- 
rior, seen particularly from a distance, where the 
incompleteness of the parts is not visible, is piagni- 
ficent ; and the impression of that view is so pre- 
dominant that the beauty of the whole is taken 
for granted ; and, as the traveller approaches or 
parts from it, he does not cease to wonder at the 
immensity of a structure thus cast away among the 
mountains from what he has been accustomed to 
consider the civilized world. The convent dates 
about 1 10 years after the death of Loyola. The 
interior was seen by our party by a bad light, and 
all the declamation of the clergyman who acted 
the cicerone was thrown away, as none of us 
responded to the panegyric which he lavished on 
every morsel of marble or of gilding ; and, while 
he went over every part in detail, our attention was 
occupied by the interior of the great ^dfeme and 
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ihe general effect of the whole, rather than the 
decoration .of any particular point. 
. The gentleman who took so much trouble to 
please us was the parish priest of a neighbouring 
vUlagey and he told me that when Rodil carried 
fire and flame through the country^ he and all his 
friends of the district fled to the mountains, and 
remained. there, often under great suffering, until 
the despoiler went his way. The parish clergy^ 
men of Spain are a class altogether distinct from 
the monks and friars, and they are a public bene- 
fit, while the others are a nuisance; and every 
stranger travelling through the country, who finds 
himself in diiSculty, should apply to them, as be 
may be certain to be well received and assisted. 
Their stipend is miserable, seldom .exceeding one 
hundred pounds sterling a year; but their'manage- 
ment is so good that their houses are . the most 
comfortable and orderly in the villages ; and the 
French officers I met with informed me that they 
always made it a point to secure a billet on . the 
cure, certain of finding a good bed and good food. 
It was in this neighbourhood that Zumalacare* 
gui. was once so nearly taken by Espartero and 
Jauregui. He had made a show of fighting, in 
order to draw one of these generals into a disad* 
vantageous position, and then hasten down a supe* 
rior force upon him^ according ^to:.his usual ta(^» 
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tics ; but the other came up unexpected ly, and 
the CarUst chief found himself at nightfall 
shut vp between two armies, who only waited for 
the morning to pounce upon their prey. In this' 
dilemma his confidence and calmness did not de- 
sert him; and, while the Christines thought they 
ha4 him secured, he threaded his way, with all 
his battalion, through a mountain tracks till thei^ 
deemed inaccessible^ 

Before we arrived at Aspeitia we met General 
Mtmtenegro coming from an examination of the 
batteries which he meant to open against the 
fort and harbodr of Ouetaria on the following day> 
and we subsequently found in the village two long 
36-pounder8, one eighteen, and a howitzer, with a 
thousand balls, which were on their route to the 
scene of action, having been removed from St. 
Sebastian, against which it was intended to keep up 
only an occasional fire ; and we heard the fire of 
the Christines against the works which were pre« 
paring for their reception. The General was glad 
to meet his late companions, and he talked 
familiarly with us as. to the state of the army; 
and he then pushed on to hasten up his am<» 
munition, as the reduction of this little port, and 
that of Legeitio, was reckoned indispensable in 
CNrder to cut o£f the Christino communication along 
th«tc6ast;' The Queen's people> aware of the pro* 
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ject, had strengthened the forts with English artil- 
lerymen^ and a supply of shot and shell, and a; 
continued cannonade was kept up to derange the/ 
Carlist operations ; but the ground is so favourable 
to the covering of an approach, that the latter 
worked in safety, and would have mounted their 
battery on the following day. 

From this we looked back, and took a long 
leave of Biscay, charmed, however, with the short 
survey of it, and convinced that without an in* 
crease of force the Queen had no chance of wrestr 
ing it from Bon Carlos. The south and east of 
this province were secure ; and the troops observ- 
ing Victoria, and commanding the pass of Salinas, 
could be brought in a few hours to meet any masft 
which might attempt to reach Durango, which is 
the point most valuable as a centre ; but the 
western road by Balmaseda was to a certain ex-^ 
tent open, and the Christinos by the aid of their 
cavalry had the means of marching into Bilboa 
when they pleased. Sarasa, who had the com-* 
mand, does not employ more than three thousand 
men— the other battalions being added to the 
army of operations ; but if Cordova and Evans 
were to strike at any point. Villa Real could 
come to his relief, and the outside movement of 
the Christinos be anticipated by a cross march of 
the Carlists. 
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- Aspeitia is a smut Tillage, and we were well 
treated at a snag inn, where two pretty giris and 
their <dd mother did the hononrs of the house ; and 
we made a family party by the kitchen-fire, which 
we were glad to resort to, instead of the Tile bra- 
tiro ; and we made our own coffee, and overlooked 
the cooking of oar supper, to the great delight of 
die womehkind, and of three brave vobimiarios who 
were about to offer their sorices to the expedition 
destined for Catalonia. We also heard a maternal 
harangue delivered by the old lady to her son ; 
she intending him for a cur6, while he aspired to 
be a captain; and to tho. ingenious arguments 
ndiich he brought forward in favoar of the sword 
agidnst the church : and by it we were enabled to 
understand anoAer characteristic of the people 
of these provinces, and the anxiety with which 
they devote their children to the altar, because of 
the position which the clergyman holds in the 
community — ^the station of the family is advanced 
with his. '' You will have the best house in the 
village,'' exclaimed the mother. *' I will have the 
best horse in the squadron," replied the son. ^' You 
shall be a bishop," rejoined the old dame. ^' I will 
be a General/' cried the son. " All the souls in 
the parish will be in your keeping/' said mamma. 
'.' The only souls worth having are those of the 
girls," responded young hopeful. *^ Caramba!** 
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said the dame. " C /' swore the sou. The 

.mother began to weep, the sisters to moan/ the 
young soldier, to laugh, and we blew up the fire till 
the water boiled, and then we had our hotcofiee and 
tea, and made what is called in Ireland a cozy party* 
• The next morning at break of day we continued 
pur route toTolosa and Astigaraga, where we wer^ 
well received and kindly welcomed by our former 
hostess. 

, The following day, while I remained at the inn 
to bring up my journal, my friends made a short 
excursion to St. Sebastian, and they found that 
the Carlists had, after getting possession of the 
convent of San Bartolomeo, made approaches as 
far as the suburb of San Martin, on a level with 
the town, and within three hundred yards of the 
ditch. They had established batteries both on 
the hill of San Bartolomeo and on the lower ground ; 
but they were not mounted, and it is even doubtful 
whether they will be, as the Carlists had no idea 
of sitting before the town in form, and their ob- 
ject was merely to give a proof of the power which 
they had in their hands, of throwing at their plea- 
sure shot and shell into the strong fortress of the 
Christinos, or to induce Cordova and Evans to come 
to its relief; in which case they could draw on a 
battle, with the ground in their favour, which ad- 
vantage is indispensable as long as their cavalry is 
imperfect. 
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The consent was terribly cut up — ^first,by the fire 
t>f the CarlistSy in dislodging the Christinos, and 
now by the shell and shot of the fortress in trying 
to annoy the new occupiers ; but all the smoke was 
without a result, as not a man was lost — only two 
were wounded, and the state of the ground fa- 
voured so much the approaches, that the meii 
worked the whole way under cover. The Carlist 
young troops did not mind (he cannon-balls, or 
rather they rejoiced at hearing the gun fired, as 
the shot was soon picked up from where it fell^ 
and the premium of a peseta claimed on finding it ; 
and they showed their collection of 200, made 
since they took the hill, with great glee at the 
prospect of having to return them upon the de- 
voted town within a few days ; but they were 
frightened by the shells, and the bursting of one 
above their heads, or amongst them, occasioned 
great dismay. Many of them at first were igno* 
rant of their properties ; and a young soldier who 
escaped unhurt by a kind of miracle, though the 
shell burst in the convent while he was trying to 
extract the fuse, fancied that the devil had come 
in an iron pot to blow the house about his ears, 
and spokfs of it as if the thunder, lightning, and a 
tempest had accompanied Satan in his journey; 
and I think it would be doubtful if the men would 
stand to their work, were the supply of these in- 
fernal machines more abundant. 
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It was stated that when the Carlists first ad^ 
^nced against St. Sebastian, there was not a sup- 
ply of ammunition in the castle ; but Colonel Ar^ 
buthnot and a regiment of auxiliaries had come by 
the steamer to its relief, and brought a sufficient 
quantity of what was wanted. As one proof that the 
conduct of the war was not wholly destitute of 
humanity, it was with pleasure observed that the 
Casa de Misericordia, or alms-house, of St. Sebas* ' 
tian, was distinguished by a black flag, and 
placed beyond the line of fire, and that the daily 
supply to it was passed from the city by permis* 
sion of the Carlists. About two hundred shot 
and shells had been thrown into St. Sebastian, 
which, if they did not effect much mischief, pro* 
duced a great panic among the inhabitants ; find 
the French steamer, the Meteor, and the Queen's 
steamer, the Reina Gobemadora, were engaged in 
conveying them by hundreds to St. Jean de Luz ; 
and it was stated that no less than two thousand 
six hundred persons had been passed in three 
days4 These unfortunate people, some with 
money, others with a small pittance, were distri<« 
bated in the villages of the Bayonne road and in 
Bayonne ; and so far were those places crowded, 
that twelve persons occupied the same chamber ink 
more than one instance^ 
• We atrived at Iron at mid-day, and prepared U^ 
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cross the river to the little port of St. Jacques^ and 
we were neither troubled with civil or military^' 
aiuthorities in so doing ; all the tprments of that 
nature being reserved for the French side of the 
river. Indeed, during the whole of our excursion 
in Spain, we were asked to produce our passports 
only once, and we did not in the most lonely part 
of the route meet obstruction or insult ; and the 
servant of one of the party, who did not speak 
either French or Spanish, and went always in 
advance, often late at night, with the muleteer 
alone, was neither robbed, ill-treated, nor imposed 
upon; and perhaps I may say, thai these provinces 
are the only parts of Spain in which a traveller may 
^ pass on his way without being robbed. 

We met at Irun a French lady of distinction, 
who was about devoting her only son, a fine youth 
of nineteen, to the service of Don Carlos ; and 
she had gone to great expense, and provided him 
with a thousand things unnecessary for such a 
campaign. I am pretty well acquainted with the 
enthusiasm of the French royalist families, and of 
the high-mindedness which has induced several in 
place, and loaded with honours, to abandon their 
interest, rather than violate their principles, but I 
have rarely seen it carried so far as in this lady ; 
and I saw her rich, loving her only son. with a 
i&ibther's pride, devote him to a cause where he 
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would at the best be but coldly treated/ because 
she believed that the principle of legitimacy which 
her friends so unsuccessfully fought for in France^ 
hung upon the fate of Don Carlos in Spain. 
, I am not an admirer of these romantic expedir^ 
tions; and the French Carlist, who leaves his 
country to fight for Don Carlos, and against the 
Queen, is exposed to the same reproaches which 
are urged against the '^oldados comprados, — auxi^ 
liaries of the Queen ; but many of them have the 
defence that they hiave been exiled from their own 
country, and compelled to seek an asylum in an- 
t)ther. Be this reasoning wrong or right, the lady 
in question cared little for the argument. In her 
mind the principle of legitimacy was a sacred one, 
to . forward which all the members of her family 
had devoted their lives and fortunes ; and she was 
now coming forward with the last stay of her 
house, the pride of her age, to place him on the 
altar of an imaginary country^ 
. The young man was delighted at the prospect 
of a campaign; and what young Frenchman is 
not ? and we bade adieu to the Marchioness and 
her son, wishing him a safe deliverance from the 
Christinos, and her the happiness of a^ain en^- 
bracing him. We then went down to our boat^ 
attended by the French gentleman who had so 
kindly accompanied us from Onate> and for whom 
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we shall eyer entertain the most friendly recollec-^ 
tion, and were soon received at the French side of 
the river by the custom-house officers and genS' 
darmes, and escorted by two of them to the police 
at Behobia, by whom our papers were examined, 
and passports granted us for Bayonne. 

We bad been absent eighteen days^ and we 
now came back delighted with our excursion, and 
having no reason to complain of any one incident 
in the whole course of it. We had been well re* 
ceived throughout, and every facility given to our 
investigation; and I believe few strangers have 
had the advantage of seeing so much of the 
country, or the privilege of inspecting in detail all 
the resources of Don Carlos as we had ; and we 
returned with the full conviction that the truth is 
but little known, and that the Basque provinces 
are more exclusively devoted to Don Carlos than 
any one we had previously spoken with imagined. 

We had visited every post, examined every 
scene of action, conversed with the peasantry and 
the troops, inspected the army and its materiel, 
crossed and re-crossed the country, and we all 
agreed in the same judgment, of the great impro-> 
bability of the four provinces being reconquered 
by the Queen ; nay, the impossibility of 9uch an 
occurrence, unless the Carlists fall into that apathy 
so inherent in the Spanish character after success. 
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An army of 60,000 men, well appointed, and 
commanded by a General acquainted with the 
country, would be required even to make an im- 
pression ; and not less than 150,000 could, by a 
system of occupation, as well as of operation, 
effectually get them under; and it is clear that 
dll the resources of the Queen are insufficient to 
combine that strength. 

But let it be granted that Cordova and Evans, 
with the aid now proposed to be given, can pene- 
trate the provinces and occupy the high road, the 
warfare is but thrown back to the same state it was 
in May last, when the Queen commanded Biscay 
by the possession of Durango, Guipuzcoa by the 
high way from Irun to Victoria, Navarre by 
Pampeluna and posts in the Bastan, and Alava 
by Salvatierra and the villages in advance of Vic- 
toria ; and when the Carlists from their mountains 
cut up the army in detail, and supplied themselves 
vnth arms, ammunition, and clothing from the Chris- 
tino convoys and dep6ts. The country, with the 
exception of a few persons in the towns, is wholly 
in favour of Don Carlos ; and so deep a hatred to 
the Queen has been engendered by the atrocities 
of Rodil, Mina, and Quesada, and the attempt to 
extinguish their fueros, that the people will never 
submit to her rule ; and if Doq Carlos were to 
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abandon them to-morrow, they wonld still main- 
tain the struggle for their own independence. 

T speak of the provinces only, without reference 
to either Catalonia or Aragon, where the question is 
taking a broader feature, and is becoming national 
and not provincial — and where diversions, if they 
do not merit a stronger name, which I believe they 
do, are forming, which mu^t employ large porr 
tions of the Queen's troops, and draw them from 
these districts — as I wish to confine myself simply 
to the places I have visited, and the points I have 
in person surveyed. The probable result of the 
war and the future state of Spain are subjects of 
deep importance, which would lead to speculations 
distant from my object in writing this sketch ;.anJ 
I hope by confining my attention solely to the 
facts which came under my own observation, I 
shall obtain credit for giving a faithful picture of 
the Court and Camp of Don Carlos. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



In consequence of the various acco.unts I had 
received in the Basque provinces of the successful 
progress of the war in Catalonia, I determined^ 
after a few days' delay at Bayonne, to continue 
my excursion and to see the whole strength of the 
Carlists. My passport had been backed by the 
English consul on going into Navarre, and I had 
received an express permission in writing from the 
French authorities, to make the tour which I had 
just concluded ; but, in order to do away with any 
objections which might be raised to my visiting any 
other part of Spain, I had my passport renewed for 
Barcelona, and the visa attached to it of the Spa- 
nish consul at Bayonne, who was aware no doubt 
of the visit I had paid to the head-quarters of Don 
Carlos. One of the gentlemen who formed our 
party in the Basque provinces determined to 
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accompany me to Catalonia, and we agreed to 
cross the south of France by Toulouse, limoox, 
and Perpignan. 

The traveller not acquainted with that part of 
the south of France, will be astonished at the 
wildness — almost savageness — of the country he 
passes through ; and after once clear of the plains 
of Toulouse, he will see nothing but cold bare 
rocks, a road running close to precipices, a barren 
soil, and uncultured people talking a kind of jar- 
gon, mixed up of French, Spanish, and ItaUan, 
but so happily, that a person master of the three 
languages will be unable to discover a meaning in 
any thing that is said ; and in the most poetical 
part of France the purity of Blois and the accent 
of Paris will not avail him. He will find the 
people rough and disobliging ; the wine thick and 
heady, and the food with just as much of the 
French kitchen ^s extracts all the gravy from it, 
and just as much of the Spanish as kills you with 
garlic and oil. 

The only matter that I can point out worthy of 
approbation, in the whole extent of the day's ride, 
is the placing of two canteens by the government 
in the centre of a barren and rn^ed mountain, 
wl^re the stranger can find rest and refreshment, 
and where m^ny a life has been saved during 
inclement seasons. It is a humane and benevolent 
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idea^ and even the traveller by the diligence will 
have reason to be grateful ; for, as by a happy 
complication of time, the breakfast is fixed at six 
in the morning and the dinner at eight in the 
evening, a morsel of bread and a glass of wine 
will be a welcome present at this station. The 
old woman who has charge of a canteen is the 
most civilized creature in the district, and as she 
can speak and understand French, and serves her 
vidne from a magnum that holds a gallon, she 
will win your heart by the fullness of her tongue, 
or the fullness of her measure. 

Such a mountain in Spain would be invaluable 
to a band of robbers, as there is neither defence 
nor escape ; but that mode of transacting business 
is out of fashion in France since the revolution of 
July, and I believe there is only one instance on 
late record of a diligence being robbed in this 
department; and the head which planned the 
attack of sixteen men of straw and one with arms, 
has since been cut oiF by the guillotine. The 
artist I allude to dressed up a number of 
sheaves of com as men, and stuck pieces of sticks 
pointing like muskets from them, at some distance 
from the road, and then boldly advancing to 
the carriage himself demanded the instant delivery 
of watches and money, under the threat of a fire 
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from. faia. wUole platoon ; which demftod 
c[iiiefcly.ix)Diplied.with by the. affrighted .vG^roeein^ 
tjM. diSgeoed. wa« suffered to pas» oo^ and the 
atmw band wns left in the displfty of his y^mifl^ 
ccnuneiiiolrate the robber's exploit. . .^> 

Within a few miles of Perpignan, the momtaUi^ 
is. passed by a fareak-neck road which adotttsbnt 
oae carrii^t and where no parapet is built to sanpil 
yon .from a false sUp into eternity i and an extent 
sifi^ view isr obtained of the celebrated plaiac of 
RoassiUon, famous for its cultivation of winea&d 
qW, but more particularly of the former. It -isr jtbe 
best wiine of the Midi, but too full of fire to ba 
taken in quantity, and it requires great meetycin 
t)ie management to free it from its thick aad fpamk 
qualities, and reduce it to that purity which maicea 
it valuable at Paris, and settles the stomafeh-of 
John^BuU when grumbling under the inAuence off 
Bordeaux. •' 

, ^ The same plain also produces the delicious mhiti 
ynne of Muscat, each farm giving the addition of 
its n;smie to its own growth, and great waggocta 
are met in every part of the road, labouring iinde» 
the pipes and butts .of the generous producel 79i€h 
vale is spoken of in terms of- rapture, and peifaapp^ 
it deserves them in a summer's sun ; but as I saw 
it, it app^red to baa dry. and sandy plaia> umttv 
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freshed by evien :a;acanty: verdure. .' Howsver, it is 
the vaie of RoussilloD^ aad it is classic to admire it. 
, Perptghan is,, perhaps, the d uUest hole in Erance, 
ftud worthy its twin sister on the western coast, 
BayonQe,.!for glQQmiACSS 9Xi<i, ennuii I thought 
Bayo^ne.wai^ bad/.frotn the vulgar finery of ife 
antiquated ; duchess to the. pert uglinesa of ite 
Sunday grisette ; but Perpignaa , carries off the 
.palm, and I question whether an exile to Siberia, 
or to this f^rtness, would, be the greatest punish^ 
xaeoi* What has it to recommead it? The 
streets arer narrow, ijl - paved, and dirty ; the 
.faoases are .dyU«, formal, and like prisons.; tbe 
men are neither Erencb nor Spaniardf., and the 
women as plainas Nature in. an. angry mood could 
.make them. The. promenade is a saiidy path, and 
the fortifications' not worth' inspeeting ;' therefore 
Perpignan.is to be «hunned|. and, if once enlered» 
to be abaadoned:ad speedily a6 bfi^ness will allows 
It might be jopiajdb.a useM stepping-stone into 
■Spain, if a fdan^, wibioh is occasionally put into 
fractice, of fu^di^g.. steamers between Marseilles 
and Barcebna, :t<>. touch ,at Port ¥endi^s, aboiit 
Itwenty miles froiu ^^rpignan, was resolutely kept 
up and established for stated periods ; but it is 
only aa ocoasipnal aidi and the tpwn langmshies 
from the lack,. of those ptaae^gers that camis 
through it when the. Whole of the S|iamsh road 
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was open, mod when die usual trade witii CttUr 
lonoi couM be carried on. 

The steameiB mnnow about twice in the mondt, 
caUing at BaiceloQay Taragona, and Valencia^ audi 
keeping vp a communication between those p|aoe# 
by sea, whidi has been abandoned by land since 
the Carlists have become so powefful^ and cut Off 
the horses of the post, and burned the diligences ; 
but there is no stated period at any of the stations^ 
and you may have the satisfaction of finding after 
several days' travelling, to meet the calculation of 
time that has been given, that you arrive a few 
hours after the steamboat; she havipgantiapated» 
without any notice, her usual course of transit* - 

It is a political and statistical fact, that there aie 
no Quakers in France — for what r^ison I am svm 
I do not know ; but the cap of the women at Pcf)^ 
pignan is so like that worn by the fiiir dau^iteins 
of Obadiah Prim, that an Englishman, accustom^ 
ed to the gentle sisterhood, imagines, an clearing 
the gates, that he has landed in the original co^ 
lony, or that the whole of the fair Friends have- 
been transplanted by magic to this fortress. How,, 
amid the variety of head-dresses whidi French: 
provincial coquetry has invented for women, the; 
close-fitting, quiet, unbiecoming cap of the Qua^ 
keress was Chosen for Perpignan, my philosophy- 
cannot discover; but the fact is so, and, whether it 
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b^^ib^ Umonadiire at the eaft^ ^ die uuik^maid 
at the market, all the browd are close^^bomril, and 
tbe dbtes tucked up in the fiat band and antique 
slay of Mrs. Fry, or any oilier member of the 
beiievolent Society. 

The circumstance is so striking, that I carried a 
i^ildr countryman of mine round, peeping into all 
the^ BdiUiners' and tape shops, while he wondered 
by what strange fatality so many Qui^eressea 
were collected at Perpignan, while none are to be 
sde& in the other provinces ; and it was not easy 
Mbseqnently to convince him that the close-reefed 
topsails did not hail from the Society of Friends. 
Amid this collectiixi of caps, there is one which I 
beg to bring under particular notice of strangers, 
and that -is the mistress of the h6tel Petit Paris, 
whait^amost amiable person, and combines as 
muoh comfort in her rooms and table as tbe towQ 
wilt admit of. I also praise her for the goodness 
of her heart ; £>r, finding that I was going into 
Spain by land and not by steam, she almost went 
<m her knees to dissuade me from the risk, assuring 
me that I must be waylaid ten times in a day, 
and certain to be beaten, if not murdered, by the 
piarty who arrived too late to profit by the spoils of 
my original lading. She recounted to me the 
nations persons of her acquaintance who had been 
plundered, instanced the several times that tbe 
diligence had been burned, and explained that the 
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CarlistSy being masters of die line, no one now 
ventured to travel — the post and the diligence 
being suspended, and the whole communication 
being carried on by sea. Her husband joined in 
the same entreaties ; and, as all the persons I was 
recommended to ui^ed similar, remonstrances, I 
will state here the reasons why. I adopted the oppo- 
site course, as it n>ay -serve to guide future adven- 
turers on this road. 

I argued thus : Whether Spain be in a state of 
civil war or not, there is a chance of being robbed, 
and tberefoit&the very prudent should iii»ef:^f^gs^ 
the frontier. It being in civil, warat the. i^hinQg^ 
are. lessened, not increased ; first,^ beeams^ siUil|e 
unemployedywho become roU>ei9» are n0wj(lt%e)M^ 
to one party or. the other, and subjeet to. lodtiUitry 
discipline* andihey will not: etray i» smaU t>9n4^ 
of plunderers, from the dmad ^f being .pi9kM4# 
by tbeouthera of Ae other side; aeoondly, beci^Mfs 
when the diligence .ran, the.roUbeto Jknew.tfa^ p|^ 
eise time and flace to catch it; aodn^wit^^^ctt 
worth their while to watch the whole di&y^c.^ 
nhanoe passenger ; and, thiidly, if.tbey do: ifop, 
they will be glad to m^tke.'off with :ai,pi}i;^<^0f 
a few dollars, whtebiyM will . bim^^-fQitdyr^d^ 
present, and not yemtute.'^n ^ n^utar* {Emetic^ 
of unlading thecaimgioii^ openiagiaUvtbefpE- 
oela, ittseapeh'^f'lMdeiitaiweyv^nd wajtiebcHk^ri- 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



« » 



'FbRTiFtBO thus in logic and reBolution, in com* 
ptttTf lEt'itb the English military friend who .was 
determined to see something of the fun». I. started 
fMOi l^ipignan by a diligence which stiU <oa« 
tiMed ruiining from that fi>rtres9 to FigueraSi the 
ik^ large town within the Spanish frontier^ and 
lieyond which the Carlists had not as yet pnshM up 
lli^r^sts, andy about the break of day, aniyed at 
^ last French villagat where the evf^r-mtchful 
%^<|amies were in waiting to examine our pass- 
■^pdt^s.. 

^^We tfaenenterad the gorge of themountain^ and 
^b^^tt islowly to ascend the Pyrenees, .^whieh, 
^ofligh less elevated her^ than in any part of their 
'esct^hded line, froin St. Marcial to Port Yendres, 
|lkf e tWo hours* tf>il to th^ stout horses that drew 
our earite^. Hie r^ it admirable, 4ind winds 
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aixmt ihe liifls so as to break the steepaiess ob 
mach as possible; aad several fine views of the 
fieigbbouring moontains, now eapped witb finoMr, 
orofiheplaiDsofRoii8nlk»y are to be obtain^ tC 
tbe tomings of the route ; but we were bound for 
Catalonia, and this nde of tbe monntun bad but 
few charms in comparison with those wbicfa 
imagination presented of tbe other provinoe ifito 
which, thon^ pretty well acquainted widi SpalOt 
we had not yet entered. 

We met several peasants, some smogg^eri, 
dther Cailist spies, that had just cleared Iheiroti' 
tier ; and the red cap worn 1^ fhe Catalans In 
Common with the Neapolitan and Maltese, ^ 
short jacket, loose trowsers, bnt, above all, d«k 
olive complexion and wfld black eye, proved ftdt 
we had before tis tme specimens of ihe Spam^ 
blood, which no Frenchman, whether ftill^bred er 
mongrel, can be distinguished by. These feflows 
^wled at us as we passed- Jby, and we dl agreed 
that a covey of wilder birds had seldom becto 
sprung on a mountain side, with this slight eri^r 
in our metaphor, that at the proper time ^d 
place we should have been the game, and '^"dr 
iiiendB of thered caps the sportsmen. '^ 

At length we reached the topmost heigfati cMe 
to the fort of Belgrade, trhich maiks the ]?red£h 
frontlet^ and, having had our passports regiate^Kd 



jeaid^ourlaggagt cleared, crossed a dmall rayi)ie> 

.«Iong eax^ side of which a little parapet is thrown 

vapy and between two pillars, which ar^ the stamp 

«f Spain, we bade adieu to Langaedoc^ aiid made 

!good our landing in Catalonia^ 

^ vI'dnNre heard it said that a marked difference is 

io bt^ pereeived at the two sides of the firontiei^f 

i^nd that» while France is rich and fertilei Spain id 

poor^ and barren; but nothing can be more Unjust^ 

for the Catfldonian country is far superior in every 

respect to that of the rival province* The change 

is most decided in favour of Spain, and, after 

.labouring through rugged hills and mountain* 

{lasses, you open, the moment the dividing barrier 

4a past, on a wide and highly-cultivated table-* 

Jiatidj with abundance of tillage in olive-grounds, 

H^^iiead in every direction. Occasionally, a patch 

^f wikhieBs intervenes, to remind you that "Sptun 

4s not all smiles ; and the wild pine or solitairy 

'<cork<^tree are the only tenants of the doil ; but these 

iduU spots are infrequent near the frontier, and you 

?£nd a better and a wider road, and a. cleaner — to 

; j|ise a gardener's phrase-r*country, thto that which 

^^ou have left behind* 

Spain is a country changing in every province, 
.3JSgad^& frontiers of Quipuzooa, J!*favarre, Aragon, 
r^f^<$^iaiqlli^,f differ one from the oiber> while the 
fjS^t^ ]^rench4ina presents i^ uniformity of cuUi* 
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dMi fiei«a6 lami of the • Basqile ibto ihen Mtoforfed 
ftlia&t <ft^ AMgMi by tlM Okmit end Ji^li -Midti 
tbtt 'lic:ili t&ittid th* ftatt« cbtUtteteridtka w ifi'diMM 
ifig hem Lang«edoc to Cartalotiia by that of Per^ 
frigMA and ii|^m0. CatttJonia.'is, in^mltK; ft' 
btftutiAit province^ tall cf indoitry^ ii$d ditttiti^^ 
goitfbed for dekisSmemy at leasl;.ao fiii^ as'diisij^ftfy' 
Ikuilflf'liM docribesj and I. looked wtthf^tt5iA% 
on tbeweat whtte;- washed cottages and weAi^ttfted * 
fftMOsV *<^<1 foand even on the threibe^d Mbctf^ of^ 
tiiiitlaborioaa spirit which di^tingiiishes Aid 'people - 
iilmoit beyond that of any otbet part' tf the kitigfii 
dom. . , . • '•-'• •'*? 

' >Witta tbei»e impres^ns we arrived -at tbe'^if^t 
.tiltigr> <»illed La Jonqiiiera^ n^iere.oiir ca^^i^f 
««U nidoaded and the baggage exanmied whh^^l^ 
tttinodt strictness which the law prescribee, ^afld > 
tbe yoang miinufdcture^ of the province A&tmai\^ 
but which a bribe of one doHar totheofider en*''- 
ga^ed wilt cause not to be observed; and widkshv ^ 
of course;* being good friehds to faotfest castotns^^ > 
Weiiid not fidtl U> bestow. I had been teid tfaitt 
the examination would be most rigorous^ bnl foi^ ' 
^tAv6pemn$y}mt applied in time^ closed 4he eyes ^ 
<of the settrcfaets/ and we hurried offus fellowsinot 
worth their notice/ , . 

We hsd be^n odvisisd -n^ti to take 'any pspets 



^ 9ean9h: .would be muLde flpr mtffiM^ilkvH 
iMI^m of not giying a qI^ik^ »WftJvteEid<I8isiif»lUlly 

destroyed $eveml memoranda i^pAeatad mtfi tbe 
war : >bat I might have daved mjsielf tbA.traidii^ i 
{(ffi^mH a papery, not a case.waa iiabckedy Mui..we 
€Qjald bav^^i brbught Don Carloe'a : iKUmnisaiQti ; Jta 
1te.:wbolQ 4>foyiacei unJdiacover/edi^ sd admirably 
ift .Spate, eaanaged . on tbat economiaal prindpl^i 
hA^j intr^^ttc^ intp Epglaodr of payii^ tbe pub-: 
li($:«air^ante the Jea^t poi^ible saktiy, aAtan-isdwwr 
fneBt.ito them 40 obf^at tbe Qoyernmiatnt waA (be 
people, 

jWe wer^ s^in^iiM^ by a wild band of Datioilai 
«l^it4a» wri^pped up in varioaflly-striped blanketed 
aJMJb lopbing m aavage as a lover of the piatiimq<j^ 
co^ld de$iie ; and we .were addressed l^- one m 
tw)9i^9!ffioers»;W;bQ fell into respect when they found 
that we were •EngUsbmen and. not Frenchmen ; a 
marked animosity being bere^ as well as elsewhere 
iri Sp^y visible; against the latter country. 

Iga Joaquieril was entered by Guergae iti hia 
lale.exaitrsion from Navarce, and held lor some 
time in the name of I>on Carlos ; .but on. the* iie<* 
tirement of that chief it was abandoned* much. M 
the regret of (he French Carlist agentoi. wll0 foUnd 
it mi^at s^n^iceable in pa«sij[ig|bi^ QQiT$spo^^noex 
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naU of ft^Mfing^Uie-eoiitmbuid, Whicli wtthoafit 
18 attended mth nidFe tlnkn usual peril, as ifit 
peraoik or papers which escape the French line bf 
Dffieers ttmy'fiUI iato the hands of the Qoeen^s-^ 
a doiible risky which would be avoided by^ the 
possesion of a frontier post. 

Theroad firom La Jonqniera to Figaeras has 
nothing ' remarkable to distinguish it, and we 
arrived at ten o'clock at the latter town, without 
seeing or hearing any thing of the Carlists ; the 
frontier being thus fiir perfectly secure, and the 
customary business of the country transacted under 
the confidence of the troops which are stationed 
in the fort or citadel. 

The town is handsome, the streets being wide 
and the houses well-built and white-washed ; and 
the market-place was in a bustle, it bmg a l%le« 
day, and all the s^fioritas and country maids 
decked out in their best attire. The close cap of 
the French side is here exchanged for a white 
muslin kerchief spread over the head and extend- 
ing into wide wings beyond each cheek, and then 
loosely tied under the chin, resembling in a marked 
degree the head-dress of the Greek and Armenian 
women at Constantinople. Some of the better classes 
bad the muslin fringed with lace, and drawn closer 
U} the face, after the fashion of the mantilla, and 
some of the peasantry had a kind of thin flannei 



epi^txxtf for jiau&lin ; but .the ^gresj^ im^ori^ fff^e 
th^ cosUxme^ I describe, softenbg. by i^ ibujb}i 
^whitethe daiic tint of tbe coDsplexioii ai;id.4Mp* 
Jbess of tbe eye^ but inferioria every r^sypect; to tba 
beautiful white mantilla worn at^evjlle a^d Citdia^y 
and adding a magical Bweetoess. to the Jbi^gbt 
Ittf tre^ of the Andalusian beauty.. . 

The women of Catalonia are .&mo.u8 for fine 
bust^ and pretty feet^ and one of their sayings is 
emphatk ia that regard ; but the specimens. I saw 
here were far inferior to those of Biscay or of tbe 
South:; and, howeirer beautiful the feet may bev the 
; rest of the person is ungainly, and deficient in 
roundness and symmetry. 
s The fort c^f Figueias is very strong, and qom« 
^etely overlooks the town and the country ; and it 
,then /contained some four hundred troops, to ob- 
serve the high road ; but when Guergue passed, 
.there were not 100 men within it, and so little 
discipline was observed, that it might have been 
surprised, and would have been an invaluable 
possession for the Carlists. But it mnst never be 
forgotten, in speaking of this war, that both parties 
have the same national defects, and that no 
officer, except Zumalacaregui^ at the side of Don 
Carlos, seemed to have understood the value of 
sudden and well-concerted operations ; and they 
are all equally remiss^ in availing themselves of 
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(xpoeted) Mikakir'^^i (briilmiaaffiika^ plant to 
fawbtBeriLMktt. befi9*e;didy:iare pat mId.'caDeaiifiiiB* 

hrarved wkh acapiftidibreajkiaflt ot xaSk/t^ tekhiwaA 
fbwl^ mtfain.Ef^ inimite&aAcr ovn* jaiiYal-; jwduah 
Mifiag dfaspaitehed/imbegan to take meaatnreB^for 
our farther prbgresa; the >FTenoh d&igcnce finiakt 
ing its wofk berey aiMl soivegulac QCHiYsyaQpa.*SbT 
the interior bemg'eBtablished* 

A Portugoese gentlemaii^ who eatae. nritk tia m 
the diligenoey having reqaeelsexl leave.. to joioyAir^ 
hired a covered cart — ^not on springe-HQalled a Aor^ 
iana, capable of holding four, into wfaidLouraelvee 
and luggage were speedily «to wed away.; aQ(i:die 
owner of it and two horses bek^ bcHledrbyitrebk. 
the usual payment^ we started from Figweca^'to 
the surprise of the peo|>b of the. towh^- vtho^dail^ 
^Med that if we escaped being robbed and Jaeaten 
we should have more than usual ludc 
' We pressed our: landlord hard to. give us .aoi 
opinion ; but he» being known to have< Oaalist 
pftnciplesy declined to commit himself either way, 
ftirther than one of those shrugs of. the shoUldecB 
aidd dropping of the chin sad.under^ip^. only. to 
be .achieved by a true Spaniard ; and . ya.pfotty 
daughter oniled^ and the kilchen-wench. giintsed^ 
and our Fnench ccfuduetor took ieave of .us isis.of 
men going to be executed^ and .we sallied, forth 



.fromt^ElgnefiiQ^iratAi; Ml ttfaeipriiUof i jk (kB^cm^joutt 
and a'ttand^m-T^be sei^t h&wig i <if itboirticiiahioss« 
modi tile roeft JB0I699 tiilat, cdi^vei^ ijdk/iimKihiads 
^eami^.ili contaiet .mlb tbe. clidiiiei;, jand5Jaboire/«ad 
hdow we W£ie:«qumllyiivell4biimped.i[\^ L \ , .v^ 1 : 
lOisr Biilitaryi.friefid pre^arad^iail^fMi^aoii^ tnd'jiiit 
oid.two swjordd^ .determiiKd> wskhrthe iqriiriir of/i^ 
^Uftg'&igKsfaniaji)«iiot to be pkuidefed ^mth 4ni-' 
punity ; but I, who had moxe expemnee DfiSpaiia/ 
and^imderstoDd thesyatem of borrowip^y which isf 
tivr^js ddne by lai^ bands, wfao^ are .civil and 
Qonteiit with a poise of :dollars prepared fotr-tbi^ 
Qatmnon^iSn& lesi^tance be made, but whoaB^^ 
liably put to^eaih the whole party if %hi be 
Bbowu, protested against the use of anna, vand 
exfisamtdf to no.pnrpose, the course adopted by iaU 
travellers in the Peninsula. The utmosl^ I coiihl 
obtaifi iwas^ a promise not to fire, unless, the pariy 
were not more, than double our number^ H^nd^ to 
allorar me to deal with the band^ in case it were 
aumerous and ofganized. 

Under this agreement we commenced, tbe^ caiia- 
paign of Catalonia ; beings I &ney, the only tra- 
vellers who bad ventured on the high road atncethe 
establishment of steamers from Port Vend res to 
Bareebna. The load lay tfasx>ugh aju ^ctensive 
fim, with a very alight descent^ tbe general level 
bemg nuidi. higher tbaa thftt of Roq^^illoni in 
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fiofkie p6rte the cttlturef being mucdi iidvMisddj 
white cithers were -^ftre, and only grft^ed by tb« 
pme br eork-ti^e* Towards the eea, the rDetof 
barrier of the coast-was seen, and a range 6f tnottti^ 
tains, at the distance of some leagues, w«sp««flliel 
With tiie w4iole of om way on the itight hani. 
These monntains, we were told, were filled with 
Carlists, who came down at their pleasure on the 
high roady sometimes by day, but always at night,, 
to collect rations from the villages, in di^anee lof 
the Queen's men at Pigixeras, We met few tra* 
vellers, and the villages we passed were tenaittsd 
only by old men or women ; all the young menv 
as in Navarre, having fled to the Carlists ia;tlie 
hilb, or being compelled to join the corps of UTfaii- 
nos, or Miqueletes, as the Queen's guerillas adre 
here called. 

The country was cultivated, but not to the- same 
extent as we had lately witnessed in Navarre ; and 
the young wheat, which in the Basque provincaefr 
was strong above the ground, was in this district 
but beginning to peep forth. The chief cultiNie 
seemed to be that of vines; but their stunted roots 
at this period of the year do not improve the lanidb' 
•scape, and the main ^feature of the prospect were 
the extensive olive-trees, still bearing theic fruit* 
and affording verdant groves in the depth o£ wii^ 
ter. I speak of winter, still smarting under the: Ut^ 



Pttn»mAi£ tlwt feost, wiiqb yi^ited ihin y^ai^rifehf 
wbokf Souiti-c^ Frtinee wiljb more.ih$»l^ WVf[%l 
9ei^ty» not from any ^em^atioo at; the prea(^ 
howi^; for tli^ ^ky was beftutif»llydea^» theQUif 
ivarm^ :a]id there was no appeiMranoe^iof ice )Oir 
apiQwrhaving been on the giQund, eiceept where the 
distant mountains wore their usual ^byery at tbss 
sisascm. r- . . ^ ■? 

Ai:aviUagej^ close to a bridge which crosses a 
narmwjstreanir we came- upon another post of 
Ghristinos>. .the last to be found between Figueiras 
and 6erbna> and we saw that they had taken m^ 
sums of preeaiition by building, ttt the entram^e 
of the hamlet^ awall, about a . foot in thickness^ 
tihh>ugii which loopholes for musketry ¥if^ 
tnade. The soldiers were surprised to see our 
party,, and I could hear them chattering among 
Ihemselves at the prospect of empty pockets dnd 
soi% backsy which they believed awaited our imr 

IHTudence* 

We found the tartana a cruel mode of convey* 
ance, and IJcnow of no vehicle to be compared 
with it for bone-setting on a rough road. The 
luggage was heaped up at one end, and we sat on 
benches which ran along the sides, the driver 
dinging to the shaft, or walking alongside his 
horses ; but every .rut was an agony ; and when we 
ventured on ^. trot^.ftom.theevident necessity we 
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were tender, pf getting to G^iropa .b^Mie 4!]^^Qfgj^ 
closed, ioar beads aod ibe roof, ^nd our backa.99d 

beiag ecvta^l^ iu. a. kind of atroog net ivjuok; 
foriAed the floor* 

EagUahnneii are a straage people, aa all. the 
world sajWy^md are right in saying; aad here 
were two inen — one with no rational otyect,. and 
the other withnone beyond that of n)er$ euraosit|^ 
abandoning their usual comforts,, aod risking th^- 
Uvea and dislocating th^r lioibs,. uncertain jf^a 
bed, was. to be bbtained^iand if a conveyance b^r 
yMd the next st^ge was to, be procured*^ But4ba 
pleasure of saying,. / * I was therey" and ^^vl did JV7 
is a motive more generally urgent than the 'wi^e . 
will allow ; and so we .were pushed on^iOr nith^r. 
buniped along, till we came to a; range oi^ fa^s 
which seemed to bar the road, but over which^a 
gentle ascent was made, till we came to the vmiih 
where the horses were to be fed, and W0 bad to 
rest Qur aching bones. Not a soul ;was to be se^ 
in the fields or on the highway, our driver iMgnifi- 
cantly accounting for the fact by pointing. cto the: 
mpmitains; and in truth Iliad seen but ti^o pi'm. 
since we left the vilkg^^ 4i94r/th6se were.skiltkiilg: 
through an Q}ive^groiind,f)i»^i^ii)g the main c<iad,> 
and crossing (vf^moia^rmiS^l^h^^^ anpthei?. ,,.^ r 

We were ^ooiir ^(aili^ i^iiiniptio^^ and yromA^- 



infiile insttiner d^skte^^ of its youth, tmai*^eaiK^ 
pfdablied Gfetona; where a large Pueblo hlatf^ite 
Mil iharei of populiLti6n fivifig inf8ecdtiily"ffotnihift' 
vicinity of the garrison.. The loophole traMs were, 
however, ereciefd at eaefa end of Hh&f^hcgef'^nd 
men were stationed bo the 1o(dc-out/^s«'fbe Oar* 
lists naigM' venture 'on a stirpiise; in deficmce of 
thei troops at Qerona. The streets were filled witb 
ditorderi;^ mensinging or roaring, with pMridtisnii 
and our equipage received* a. few curses as it 
passed, from the' despair of being' able to act'with 
th^-usual impuhity ;^ as none of th^ harpies would 
dapi'to stir from th^ir nest, even to perpetrate aft 
hdtiest piece of plunder, frona * l!he dread of beiiig 
cisft lolFby their friends in the mountains. 

Wfe r6aclied the river on which Gerona stands^, 
just^ as the sun set^ and after crossing- a bridge'^ 
and^irting along the river-side about two miles^ 
dirbiigh two outlying villages, we came before that 
city, celebrated for its sieges, and the heroic valour 
of its defenders, in the war of independence* The 
first impression was that of astonishment on find<* 
ing it without a regular fortification, and only 
defended by a wall, without bastions, or angles, 
or connecting works ; and we could not conceive 
how it could have held out for seven months and 
eleven days against the whdle power of France, 
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tintil there was not a mofsel of food to be had^ 
and fitmine, not fear, capitolated. It was too 
dark to make farther observatimis, and we passed 
the gate, and through the narrow streets to the 
posada of the diligence, a very good inn ; having 
achieved oor first day's march without an adven-> 
tare. We were provided with good beds and a 
capital sapper, and made a short ramble through 
the dark and narrow streets. . 

Late at night we were informed by the land** 
lord that an account had come in from Barcelona 
of the prisons being forced in that city by the 
populace, and the whole of the Carlist prisoners 
being butchered in cold blood, and of the body of 
Ck>lonel O'Donnell being dragged about the street^. 
The intelligence was accompanied with other .ia* 
stances of cruelty, which made our hair stand on 
end ; but we dared not give them a full belief well 
knowing how prone to exaggeration Spaniards 
are, and how possible it might be that such a 
rumour would have no better origin than a quarrel 
in tbeimrl^t-place, and the loss pf a single lifeV 
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"We were out next inotning, at the first dawn, to 
escainine Gerona, and understand by what magic 
!t was enabled to resist the French attacks ; and 
after climbing up the narrow streets, which creep 
up the hill-side on which the town is built, we got 
k better idea of the strength of its position than 
'that afforded by the first glance last night. AH 
the neighbouring heights were fortified by out- 
lying works, and those had each to be reduced 
before the attack against the body of the place 
could be commenced ; and on the side where the 
largest breach was made, a deep ravine had to be 
crossed, and a hill ascended, before a landing 
could be effected. The two other breaches were 
more easy of approach, but all had an irregularity 
of ground to defend them ; and as everybody in 
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the town was resohite not to be beaten, tbe great 
«ege was pfolonged vntil tbe last rat was eaten, 
and then the biHTe pec^le yielded only by capttit- 
lation. 

These are the splendid specimens which crown 
the Spanish name with glory, and make it live in 
the pages of History and Romance, atoning for a!l 
the errors made by their Generals in the open 
field. The people wbo fought the^good fight are 
now alive, hnmble citizens, in the place where 
their friends were sacrificed; and in talking to 
them, the love I have for the Spanish people aft 
my heart, however their cnrsed politics dt^ 
vide us, was increased^ and I left Gerona filled 
with admiration at those high qaaUtiea which 
should place them among the first, if but pn^^ieily 
directed. • 

. The tomb and epitaph of Alvarez, the brave 
commander of the defence, is to be seen in one 
of the churches of the city. It states that, not- 
withstanding all his glory and his virtues, he was 
poisoned by some base private enemy : bat boasts 
that his triumph is for ever, and that his nanie 
will go down unsullied to the last days of his 
country. The majesty of the defence of Gerona, 
and the malice of its chief being poisoned tt6t(k 
envy or revenge of some private enemy, are both 
indicative of the Spanish chatacter. "-Whocan 
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and not deplore that the same soil contaifisotb^ 
^^ oft ahi vaby .«nd the btciQfl of the a^sapBf n ? 
Pi&,.|-|^r .d^yide|5 the tQwn, aiRd /^^esi^e ip in stte 
f J^^^ d^fp^^ed' by regqlai: .works ; fc^t it.^p^^r^ 
gQ^.to h^ve fcaen attacked by the.Vfe\\cl^fJ^Q\ig\^ 
e^%f]le ,o^, .being sy^teaiatically iipproapljed,. x^ 
nil ib^F. Height was expended from tb^ ovq? }^^ipg 
^pigbl^ t99 the ^upper toirn^ believing. i^Ht so aay8# 
lfepiwje,,,cou)d I204 withstand for many day^jtfe 
ii^n§4^ }pi th^U: iipe and the. impetiiosity of thiftf 

,f^j^^oB% I founds contained about three thpiisand 
^^gi^j^. .tV9f^^ or.natio»ial.gimrd8» or^ rather it.|¥f9i^ 
the head-quarters of Ihat force which were .^1^ 
ib^^^d.^on the road 'from Figuecas and :toi^c|rd$ 

.r.^Xh^ p^^oplci I further .understoodtiiad a .>Mfoiag 
£|^rli^ tendency; and it was feai^d tbal^ifva jlaig^ 
.f€}i»e sboewed itself in ;the .vicinity:^ . th^ J^ti^^?^ 
inv>^ open: their gates tO' give, it . w^l(;^ipe^ ii^ 
4^Wceofthe Qaeen-sgardson. . _ ;. 
^-.^igperas was derbted to the Qu^en^^but Gerona 
^s^all.buJt axowedlj Carlist^an^ there, a$ wel), as 
kk ^l pother , places lirbere, , Jthe AFr^^h . ,wef e nao«t 
l?rave]^.i?epulsed i|).;l^e ji^ftf rPf«'in4fJ>e*3wdenc with 
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the eseeption of Samgoea, a love fcr the dd 
form of govemment is more prevalent thaa for A- 
coDstitDtkn wfaidi is hated because it has a; 
foreign origin. 

Being heartily nek of our iartoHa, we looked 
about for a better kind of carriage, and, at an eoor* 
mous price^ indoced a little Italian raecal to ven* 
ture an old coach, three mules, and his pera<ni, 
widi us, as far as Barcelona. He made us pay 
him onC'third of the money in advance, to secure 
something against misfortune, and, after a variety 
of crossings on the forehead, mouth, and breast^ 
and after taking leaving of his friends like a man 
devoted to slaughter, he mounted his crazy seat, 
and off we set on a second day's mareh more peri* 
lous than the first, every one agreeing that to a 
certainty we should meet the Carlists or banditti* 
one of the pine-woods we had to pass being a 
favourite lurking-place for either. We. met, as we 
cleared the town, a party of fifty men, who had 
been sent out on reconnoissance, and found, at in<* 
tervals of the three first leagues, posts fortified 
by walls, with loopholes, in which little garrisons 
were placed to secure the road; and then we 
entered upon a wilder district, where the dili* 
gence had last summer been burned, and where, 
if a robber were alive, we had a good right tqt 
expect being called to '* stand." . . 
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it btii always been said^ that the diUgenoe vma 
\nxtnhdhf the Cariists ; but die fact is Bot ko ; : it 
ivas'dest^oyed in Tevet^e by a band of robbers, on 
having missed their prey of an English gentlemais, 
a':fi^d of mine> who was travelling in his carriage 
from Paris to Madrid, and, knowing Spain well, 
hiRl liKreeted the conductor of the diligence to 
Older horsed the day previously for him, while he, 
siting twelve hours before the stated time, anti-o 
cipated the hours when he was expected and the 
robbers, who, of course, bad notice of his coming. 
The poor conductor of the diligence, who had 
been the innocent cause of their disappointment^ 
had a cold knife passed along his throat, as a hint 
af what he might expect another time, and the 
diligence was robbed and burned, more in malice 
than otherwise. The example was subsequently 
imitated l^ the Carlists ; and three or four having 
been consumed, the company would no longer 
undertake the risk ; and thus it was that there 
were no diligences between Figueras and Bar^ 
i^elona. 

As we advanced into the country, we found posts 
^tablished, and had to give some pesetas to the 
begging Miquekies. In one place the officer^ 
because we spoke to him in French, had his sus- 
picion excited ; but when we said we were English* 
men, shrugged up his shoulders, as if to say, *' Pass 
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on; you are welcome everywhere." We badiiot 
turned this last post when we met one of the 
CarlistspieSy who had come down from the moun- 
tain to learn what force was on the road. He was 
attenfled by two dogs, who both were in advance^ 
making alternate castings^ and so admirably 
trained that, the moment they scent or see ti^ 
Queen's troops, they give notice, and the man 
conceals himself, or retraces his steps. 

Our driver perfectly understood the plan, and 
we watched for some time the dogs» quite assmred 
of their sagacity, and astonished at their training, 
which is made on thie sam^e. principle thai tM 
Belgian or Germian smuggler's ddg is iaugbt tn 
know and avoid the* French cu^stoin^hons^^oAe^rs. 
We supposed that this hian was ia advance^ of a 
strong party, and* we eaqsected jnomeiitafily> 40 
meet them, but: we arrived without accident Mifci 
venta, where we halted to refresh omrsel«e». and 
the horses. This po^tti/a' was clo^e ^ eoe o#'l^ 
posts of- the Ghristinos, and loopholes had been 
bored in the walls and holes cut in the floorj to 
assist. in: the defence, if a second work wast neMi- 
aary; andevenrwfaiie we were atlunch^ wehwi'a 
specimen of tlie continued alarm by which tli#M 
outliers are harassed. On^asudden, the bells'^ 
all the netghbotffing: yillagasi were rung, wMckwaa 
the signal Aat;.rtbs$ Caortists weve in aelite, iittd 
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9m^ ^9^6 thrown out to reconnoitre while the 
others were called to arms. 

J^.factwaSy that the mountain where the Car* 
IjptB were in force was not more than half an hour 
fcQm the post^ and we could almost fancy w^ saw 
their sentinels in advance ; and it was nervous, but 
exeitiag, to look, as it were, into the heart of the 
mountain full of life, to hear the village-churches 
ringing the general alarm^ and to see the little 
devoted corps enclosed in this blockhouse, and not 
U> be certain but that in a quarter of an hour we 
shoujid see the attack made. The movements of 
^ ei^y.aiid the. alarm of the village-bells were in 
iuni^ftOn, but the attempt, if any. was intended,, was 
ilf^li^«i^ed, and we ate in peace, and drank some 
i;ap>tal C(>ontry-wine. Having left the venta^ we 
gptitiio'a.atilL wilder country and entangled among 
btts/wfaisb- were connected with the great range 
ofv.nmiAltins on our right, and we. found, at four 
l^alg'^s*' distance, the prominent points fortified 
ftoA^ia^posseseion of detachments from GeK>mL , 
/ ; He^Ttng passed through tbe.Basque provineesin 
4mm»j 1:834,. I find the circumstances of this .war 
eiliclly the same as was then carried on by Zu^ 
Wftliecacegttt. The. liigh road was then in posses^ 
•io»l>C:tbe Queen, while Jhe Caarlists were confined 
tir^ie'^ouirtatns ; and li^late^ pcKtd) were spi'ead 
^BMHil^^wiMb.tveve^tetwlnrdii iaisueoedaibsi'eut off, 

N 
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nifd {iuiaMh«d nmnnmitioa and mrfxk». to tbe^Cai^ 
lifts; and I fiiAoy it will be&Miid tk%t the y^ry 
tHune fiittH b now fXMnmittfid here whi^ prov^id ^ 
fktol ia. jS|fcvafv^,»-r*oa0kely^ Ihftt of tii^akiiig ih^pp 
depots inAoiit poMOMiog utreng Qohuii9«i oap^Jthle. 
of always- makitaiiitQg the commQnicatiaa beintc^p 
them. 

The villages are exactly in the same condition, 
all the young men having fled to the mountains, or 
having been forced to join the Urbanos ; and the 
roads are likewise without life, none hut some 
straggling muleteers being seen, or old men or 
women. We met but two able-bodied men in a 
distance of fifteen miles. The Catalans are a 
strange and a dogged people, and though they 
have no^keros to contend for, their love of the old 
rule is so great that they have in great numbers 
joined the standard of revolt, and seem determined 
to adhere to it with the same pertinacity as the 
Basque. 

As we approached the village of Calelkt, where we 
were to pass the night, we got from the top of a hill 
a glorious view of the sea, and observed that sta- 
•tion-houses had been built on the hills to overlook 
-any strange sail in the offing, and give notice to 
the cruisers at Barcelona. We came close under 
Oiie of tliose hills, while a serjeant and two raw 
xecrnits were on duty ; and while he advanced to 
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know wh& we were, and whence we bailed/ hie 
i&el^ab cocked their maskels And ckme^ito llie 
fA-ee^nt, and it was a merc^that one of tbdi^ pieces 
did not go off at hazard. Whfen the seijeant heard 
that we were English^ he gave nt nofcrther trouble^ 
and ive soon found our rest at the excellent po$ada 
at Calella. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



Calella is a fishing-village, coataining seven 
hundred inhabitants, and the houses are as well 
built and the streets as clean as any English (4ace 
of the same size ; and it affords an excellent speci- 
men of the order and industryof the people in this 
province. 

The inn is really wonderful for its extent and 
accommodation, and among others of its luxuries 
it affords a large ball-room, where the fishermen's 
wives and daughters dance on fgte-days. The 
kitchen was capacious, and well worth a moment's 
notice. A long range of little stoves, with diarcoal 
fires in each, ran along the wall at one side, and 
the mistress and her maids engrossed, tbem in 
preparing suppen A great fire«-place ooeupied 
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the other^ the roof of the chimney far projecting 
into the room, and under^ as it were, an ample 
porch^ affording seats for the various travellers ; 
the fire being reserved for them, and independent 
of the good woman's cooking. The walls of the 
kitchen were' ornamented with coloured tiles, and 
the whole appearance was worthy of the domestic, 
economy of a Dutchman. The eating-room ad- 
joined the kitchen, and the dishes were brought 
' hot, one after the other, and two long tables were: 
spread out, at which as motley a group as could, 
well be. collected were assembled* We, consisting 
of an Englishman, aa Irishman, and a Portuguese, 
occupied one end-^our servant, a Maltese, and the 
driver, an Italian, the other, of the first table ; six. 
sotdiers held possession of the head oif the second 
table ; a French hair-dresser and a tailor the 
middle ; two Catalan women sat next to them, and 
at the extreme left were placed a Savoyard chim^: 
ney-sweeper and a shoe-black. While, we were 
smiling at the oddity of the group, in came the 
viUagC'^barber, with Mambrino's helmet under bis 
arm, offering his services to all but the ladies 
atid the sweep, and this addition to the party 
made tks roar with laughing, which disconcerted the 
gravity of the barber, and he retreated in disdain. 
I learned afterwards, that the two Savoyards^ 
had nearly made the circuit of Europe, and now 
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trere r^qnititg tbroilgbS|iiRn^ aftav 
their mtjt in Itoly; Amoti^ ikef vsridgr 
tisiv nasi^'fey S(9erii6, he foi^dttp citidttdtoi'tte 
dhimney-mir^eping < timvdl^ry or perhaps hs ^aa 
not lacky in farli^ibg Kghied on :« go6d< speckneii:;^ 
but, you 8ee» what was (ona&fly dw edoeatkfti'bf 
a gentIefDail<'-^9tni^lyy the grand toar*-^aft fibiV 
cx>ine» by ^fae march of intellect^ to the lot.«f 
sweeps ; and here were these twordscflds, th^ ^Hift 
giving- the last polish t6 all comers who wdre boc|ls^ 
and the other clearing the world )6f its itnpQnitosi 
being a light amoiig honsewives^ wilh unMbriied 
bands and dirty faces, talking of plao^ wb^d^w^v 
grfeat people as we thongbl ourselves^ Itad nM^jAft 
been. I know not bow it wad, orVlifilt ftrs'-^fcM^ 
i^ay ward fancies of! wouien, bnl the fdnbiil^ ^A. 
more .attentinij to the sweep ind ike ,sbr0e4>toiik 
than to the biitr^dtiosser or the lailor^ and eveiktbcr 
soldiers coukl not. get a w€n*d from tbem^.M 
engaged did they seeni .with the two Savojsarda.'f 
We started at daybreak, and^ aftei^ on6 i^^^^ 
hili w^ .pass^dy descended into the leirti rdstfv 
which sk^irtS) the sea, to Barcelona. The M^2^9t 
nnfortuni^ely bad broken ixp in the ntghtvJtndl^ 
fide view of the Meditei:ran8iEiir» which wo bad pioi^ 
mised durseivesy was obscoreid witk r^ia and^mist, 
and the fdad beeamef so de^, tbttt wedespaired 
of reaohing Baroelona ia;iiiiie to see oor>firi^id« 



tbe^Bantt evem^g^ > The driver j^ the.fsaioriiigewaii 
iii4ifi«reikt m tbe afkb^eet, H^ now lUl daftg^.pf tb^ 
Garlista was pait^ the abore road bi€»#g,iklfa>getb0r 
eut^off Trointbe monnt^D^^ und-be vf^M opt put 
hi9:i)wMtoM<nii of jbl ivalk^ notwitfiflftiidiiig all pur 
tbreatfi aiid enl;reaiies^ 

We foiuid the. beigbta protend by ^Itlerfortf 
tad lobkroutSy as if .to giiard the cpaet frooi thf 
iiitrod«ctioii f>{ 9^m.s for the Carlistii, fOid (be. vil- 
lages', which we passed tbroogti piovid^d :with 
walls ahdloophde^y as if it were d^terniin^d bo 
pnecaotton ^ should be wasted, ' At mid-di^ we 
reached the larsre village^ or rather town» of 
MatRi?6, where we got a capital lunch and re^* 
frefibed tM horses* The town was order and 
hoatnelts /itself, and seeo^ed to be full of thrift 
4nA rii'bes, find the same care that might be 
'ii:$ed in Hplland to set ofl^ every thing to advanr 
tftge wda hfwe visible. A^ the back . of o^r imi 
two:ii«atly-tUed. terraces were raiaqdj which over- 
looked a garden.and an orange^grove in full bIoom> 
itad the farm of the proprietor planted with ft nea(>> 
nessi 9ot to be excelled* In fact, for comfort and 
neatnessy no part of Spain can exceed this part of 
Catalonia ; and I believe it is only m Valencia 
where a superior mode of culture can be . seen^. 
The same system of irrigation which prevails is 
adopted in the garden^grouods near Matar6, and I 
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did not see* a boose without its reservoir of water, 
and the Moorish wheel for raising it, so common 
in the Peninsula. 

The road from thence to Barcelona puses 
through several villages, all equally ordtd^; and 
as that city is approached, the w|iole plain on 
the right hand is stadded with neat white cot- 
tages, so numerous as to make you believe 
you see several towns, long before yon reach the 
city: the great hill which oveilooks it, and on 
which the citadel of Monjuich stands impreg^' 
nable, commands attention, and the roads, with 
some great ship lying-to, is recognised,^ and 
gradually, as you approach, the masts of the ship^ 
ping in the harbour become distinct, and finally 
you arrive before the walls, happy, as was our 
case, at having made good the route, and' coii* 
eluded so far a tour which few others would have 
ventured on. The first entrance beyond the gates 
is unprepossessing, and you pass through several 
small streets, which constitute what, in London, 
would be called a low neighbourhood ; but you soon 
emerge into a magnificent quarter, and find a truly 
beautiful city about you, and, I am glad to say, a 
good hotel, namely, that of the Four Nations, to 
receive you. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 
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.Th£ iodportance of extending the war to Cata* 
4onia did not escape Don Carlos and Zumalacare^ 
j^^i ; but it was not till he was enabled to clear the 
)^e^*9 troops out of the Basque provinces that 
jj^e letter was enabled to give it his attention. 
J!he mountaineersi from the commencement of the 
^.ari had shown indications of rising ; but it was 
jaot till March last that they appeared in numbers 
, which gave their movements importance. 

An attempt bad been made in the month of 
January to place at their head General Romagosa, 
^ut he was taken on the coast, and shot by Llauder^ 
H few days after his landing ; and the revolt con7 
tinued still to be directed by Burgo^ Tristani, 
Samsoy and Muchacho» and other leaders, who 
drew the sword and proclaimed Don Carlos iai^ 
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modintely qiv the death of Perdfoopd.. .S^tf^tba 
preaenca of some. loan of greater u9^iW¥^ji99![t 
rank was constantly demanded, as 1^ <on}y,nieaiif 
of reconciling, the varioos partisans, wd gi^^g 
their ^ovem^nts comcentration ; and BUq^oUcIi 
an officer well l^nown in the province, and fff^ 
sessed of vast ii^uence, came to Perpigjoan ii^.th||| 
month of April last ; but the Preach gov^iTunei^ 
caaght him in the act of being smuggled ov^rp^^HI 
frontier, and he was sent into the interior ^of 
France. :^ 

The Catalans then sent repeated d#piitii#a via 
Don Carlo#» representing the extent of their «fh 
sonrces* the spirit of the people, and'the-ttiiitdieir 
that could be raised if arms were pr^dedi£>i^ 
them ; and in the monthof July or August li^ an. 
expedition 4>f four thousand men intd^Gue^igu^ 
was organited in the. valley of Ulzamat iaNavaiiF^^ 
and after passing through Aragoo^withui a four n^fle/r 
of Jaca, and going through Barba6t«o^ Jivad^.fairlji 
landed in- Catalonia, in the Conque d^h Txeni^. a 
valley simiki? to those of Navan«, enckxaiiig; fiv^ 
villages and abundance of provision;/, and aur? 
rounded by mountains, which are. acc^8n|ilf«ot)l|;^ 
by two passes,: at one pf which a few^resoluie v^n,, 
by burling down stones, can defend the entrance 
against an army; and tha people of wbich-aie W. 
Royalist that they never came into .the foru^ev 



•^f«^9l?tttlioi>;^ ft^ Whem^ ^ekbrafed patfean 
iKeirtdeti^ 4%ifi}ft^' ^ mftintktBed*' fattr^fF'iH 

i«M^^aDd'-l»^;-- ••' - \ '-: ■:■ '- - - '^ : •-' 

r^Hi6 ^pediii6n t>f 'GiitergM th«n piiifts^d el6^ t)^ 
th^ Artgdne^e froSttery ahd skirted the '¥retit% 
ffotttier, unta It Reached Lsi Joaqtiiera ; after whicfc 
tt'deieended clbsie to Oerona, titiA; tvivehAng laSi 
tlie'tefetr^ ef the pi^mccy r^^ aft^r a fottr 

ffxionlbs^ abseaeey td'fhe point from whence H 
dt^rfed. '^Th^ fcdmfry ri»e whei^^e* it caniej 
and though Qaergoe failed in retaining the Nava-^ 
fese within -ddescibardinatiorii yet he acc^^mplished 
the main olj^ebt-of his mission^ and organized at 
fea«rt- SO^OiK)' to 2S>000 mefi in different divisions| 
td'the c«miniand of which the old partisans were 
eonfrfmed. . 

T^e Catalans stiH being desitctas of. a chief 
whose birth and rank would give them cetebrity, ne-' 
g€^i^tions were op^tied with the Conde de Espafiav 
and faeagteed to take the command, and remained 
eon<reflled for a. month at Perpignan^ waiting an 
oeiJaBilitt to pass orer. A worse choice could not 
be made than that of the Count ; for the recollec- 
tion of his cruelties was still fresh in Catalonia,; 
atid it appears to hare been the dread of facings 
the country where be played the tyrant which 
made him refuse three several occasions that werei 
provided for his joining the Caritsts. ^ 
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"^M lUtxglik, iov October la^t^ the chi^fl^BtfifitfO' 
^ami'Mnohaohoifaaviiig gone txiferrpgoanl mftir^td' 
biteikDgite '.a final consent^ aaida- bhad^^ oifrbhe 
JfaMfabwi: aiidTfiAy men having afyproachecl tte 
liQOtieryi he waB.peBfied overaimoBlnby fonsff; hoi* 
tfiftfie again :Jbs! heart feUed/ and he mfifsed'^^ 
8tftkQbcddly:iiita:dieconntry/ . \'.'r: 

He wasidteesed aa a peaaant, and atMsied hp 
Samao and Muchacho^ and tb^ aame jiarty isf wia> 
hiuadred and fifty , and conlbraed io tmrnn^ iM' 
frotttiery frequently violating dmt of Evaaoe^ otiH^ 
he' came to a point where a tongue^ aa it U^^-^ 
the French territory ran into Spain. Herr he: vvttf 
met by a ahepherd^ who warned him that he tias 
in France, and that, if be went farther, be aionhl 
fall into a post of forty-five men ; to whkh iie paid 
no tattention, till, in fact, he did meet witlbtha 
p^rty, who, unaware to whom they -were speakii]^ 
commanded them to lay down their arms, Samaq 
^nd Muchacho indignantly refused ; bnt-the €ounib 
insisted on their obedience, and by aome:fatlaty^ 
the whole party gave themselves up, and then tto 
Conde, announcing his name and quabty» was 
sent off to Lisle, and the two other chiefs to ^VeiU 
dun. The Carlists are convinced that the Oofoxxt^ 
seized with fear w4ien he foimd himsdtff^inoGatafl 
Ionia, wbere«he bad not one «iacere friefid^.^wibi 
lingly retraced his steps, wd led the whicflfe piilty 



iofoftlraj^riilrocdflr to secur&'hiCosimAliifeljFi; ^nd 

^ iHad tbe Catalans' been a bsk oBstinscteri pQA>fiky^ 
scrtnaajriitsfisters would bare ^dniplBtelj()stiflsd' 

bcnrsi «iad if the -Navarese bad ^obaiiiead, ^mlr 
continued to give them method' aild^orgsiiiiiatkiiiV 
tiie gieoter psdKt of the proviifee :wi0aid:ba«e bisfen; 
ia^iarctis {"^but/ as if to try dieir temper tbtii^^fi^^ 
tbe^ KavmBSe detenxdiied torctum, all bi;^ the kM^' 
t&Hoa of 'guides tinder the command of T«nre8>^ 
ildio utiU ocGiq)ythe strong position of the Oonqut^ 

Bturgo BB^d Torres then laid claim to the ^bi^f 
command ; one as .the eldest in rank, ^nd ih« 
other as the deputy of Guergue; and as ibiig^ 
9a the arnval of the proposed expedition ^oQi^ 
Nayakre is defeiwd^ the spirit of the revolt' ' fei 
paralysed, and the Carlists are daily retiring Irc^al 
the advanced points they occupied a month -si^ciB 
to ibe wilder portions of the mountains, and the 
Queen^s General, without an army or force capable 
of resisting them if united, is gradually fortiljFitt^ 
die main lines of road, f;}r which the Caf lists tvilt 
have hereafter to fight at a disadvantage. Their 
nmnber is not lessened, nor are their hoped abated ; 
biit they are without a leader and combitiatiotVi 
wfaide Miav, in possesnon of fewer elements, by 
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hifi aetitily «lid bead, is gruduafRy fBttking bift 
powef 'morB dhmded, and the Qneen^ft taAonty 
respected. ' 

. To show bcm far tbe Caifats are ttTOixg,vtt 
need bat obserre tbat the cdmmiiiiteatioti betweett 
all the great towm baa been cut elF; that tfa^ 
dfligenee does not rnii from Franee to Bareeldnav 
nor from Barcelona to Tarragona, if> Valenmy ot 
Sarago08a ; and that these roads are tfa^ersed only 
by a hslturd. The mail to Valencia is sent by sed; 
and duplicates of all letters go by steam toFrm^ei 
and thdre is na comraanication with Madrid, ert-* 
cept by Valencia. There is not a town or Tilbge 
which has not giren its fnU quota to the facttmi, 
and, except on the sea-coast» die feeling of the 
people is decidedly Royalist. 

It is clear that Don Carlos and bis adTtsei^ are 
committing a gross error in thus neglecting' Cata- 
lonia ; and it is to be supposed that true Spanish 
jealousy ks at work, and that tfate Basils who be-c 
gan the revolt are unwilling that tbe Catalan^ 
shall make the forward movement by which it may 
be finished. If the accounts that are given me be 
true, aiid the aspect of the coantry, as far as I 
1)ftve travelled. Confirm them^ Catalonia may bef 
90 organized as to occupy the attention of tbe 
whole Spanish army ; and if Don Carlos marched 
his entire force into this province^ Cordova and • 
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5^fiiis, Jimrt feft^aw hifiif and the^ w^r inigh* be 
QjifKi^^rQ© ^^tji :fJl tb^ ady^nt«ige off iifi|robef^>pn 
his side. The Catalans say, the mountf^in road 
fr9;n ,tben$;e tJiroi^ -Lower Aragpn will carry 
ih&(Q.» to ;Gi]§dal^jaxa, within half a day 'ft iQapch of 
Mc^rid ; ap4 that it is idle to talk of Castile 
wbi|^ l^hey^^arf rjsady to leave their pmyince and 
tp le^ the way. 

The war, ii^p tpthe period at which I writci ha^ 
assumed no. regular shape, both parties retreating 
before e^ch. other alternately, or only fighting in 
hands. Mina is, however, trying to give it 
another form^.an^ is taking the offensive ; bUt the 
great npiaa90j» of thaCarlijrtsar^ &tiU under arnid^and 
will not b(^v induced to lay them down ; and it will 
depend upon the aid to be.givetn froiti: Nararre^ and 
thc^-tfdept of tbt chief t6. be appointed, wheUief 
thet iii»urr^tioa dball acquire fonsiKtency. and 
weight,. Or,.. he still the niountain warfare and the 
gUjerillf systein.of undiaciplined bands* The regu^ 
l%r troops which . Mina has. do not exceed- fivd 
tbpu$and.men; .byt.he has embodied forty tbon'* 
sand Urbafiios and Miquelites, for whom, the 
Qritish pation has, under the Quadrtt]:de Treaty^ 
lately furnished arms; several thousand muskets 
hjaving b^en landed from hia Majesty's ship 
liodney^ 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



We found Barcelona still sufferiog under -t^ 
e^Bects of the horrible trs^edy which bad but t^/f 
days before our arrival been enacted in it« Tbe 
Uood was still undried on the paveiaeot r the:e{)^*- 
bers of the fire with which the body of Q'Do^j^^ 
was burned were still unquenched. It was.xfith 
loathing that we heard the details of t^e^feul gi%%^ 
sacre of so many prisoners in coU blood» ui^df^ 
the eye and with the permission of the goyiBi|)o^ 
andy if not absolutely with the connivance of ..the 
government at Madrid, with that of the person to 
whom its authority was delegated. The followii^g 
account was given to me by eye-witnessei^ oi^ 
whose veracity dependence could J>e placed* - 
In consequence, as it was alleged, of SQine llf** 
banos having been mindered by the Caciis^ b^v^ 
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%' « • 



DON CARLOS- 30& 

in one of the villages to which they entered^ not a 
great distance from Barcelona, the minds of the 
people there became agitated, an4 on Monday, 
about four o'clock, a parcel of youths ran along 
the principal streets, crying but '^ Death to the 
traitors !" and *' Revenge !'* By degrees the crowd 
increased, without any effort on the part of the 
authorities to disperse it, until the alarm became 
general, and the citizens began to clos& their 
shops, the respectable people to barricade their 
doors, the church-bells to be rung, and several 
boys, ^ho at: that season of the year were in the 
hibil of parading with lighted torches, to celebrate 
the feast -of the 'Epiphany, led the way to the pri- 
sons in whieb the intended victims had been fot 
soine time coniined> i 

- - Thcf leaders of the mob had, in the mean time^ 
Wftifed upon the Keutenant-governor — ^Mina,- thfe 
t^aptainrgeneral, being absent — ilnd dematided 
tb^t the prisoners should be given up to them ; but 
this being refused, the cry of murder and death 
to theCarlifirts was spread by them on every side^ 
tod in a short space all the refuse of Bareelond, 
ihcli:fding a^reat number of the Urbanos, acting 
in the Qtieen's name, wearing her livery, and with 
the English muskets lately put into their hands 
imt'of the Rodney, by virtue of the Quadruple 
Treaty, rushed to the citadel in the towjo^ not the 
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fti«troin the hilt) and tbcrevafl if b^ ma^ic) ^addeci 
bdogibund^ the walls wei« sc^ted^^-^SOO in^ktitly^ 
th^oniy. regular troops in Barcdonn ttaN^otiedviiY 
the-ckadel, not opposing ftfijr resistaivcie^ bat ImoU 
fBg tteir bands to* the asmlitiits to rmm^t^ i The 
office? commaiiding this p6st fumii»li«d, at th6 
dflsireof the leaders^ a list of the names,, not^onljf. 
of the priaoaers under his care, btit also of i]km^ 
m tMTo other prisons ; and then, wvtk 4^ moal^lia^ 
faciieal regidartty, each of those p^artfons waa stie-^ 
eesstTely brought forth, and laanched into eto^« 
Qity • 

The seiiior captain of the Ei^lish s^aadroti 
hearing, at the eommencament of Ae dkarm/tfaat 
a desperate attempt against pabiic order ivvas tttp 
contemplation, waited on the deptity'goYermyrs, 
offering the aid of the Diarvnes as adem^mtratioir ; 
bat he, evidentty more slarmed leaf he shoaid btf 
compromised by opposing the fury of the ii)ob 
than by effect ifally resisting it, decKned tbeias^ 
sistance, alleging that there was no misthief m^ 
tended by the people, and that he expected they 
would disperse after indulging in their asuai 
cries. ■ * ^ 

.The town was illuminated according: to thd 
practice here, that when the alarm-bells ai'e rang; 
and the drums beaten to anfis, every hiwse tshali 
pi^ce torses at Ibe-mndows for the gindaHtei 'of 



tli&tibQtpsn^jQid the nuadber oftboys thensC^feedxt^ 
Mitfaidsar AiiJnbeailXvmade fearfall^ 
kbrtoawotbirt were goihg on* The terror of ^nk 
IfiidUeii and children in the respeolable faitoli^ft wm 
sEBTislppadJnig.as: the scene passing cui otdooH ivw 
laragical ; they eyery moment expectiog that the 
itirKKisonoh. would break into their houses, ani4 
sKcriiBce their fathers and brothers, under the prer 
tenceoftheir being Carlists^ 

.The walie of the citadel (a tegidar fonrese) 
bckig fioaled^ and tbe prison-door opened, the 6ret 
▼icttm was called out, namely. Colonel Joseph 
O'IbnndL >Tbi« brave and unfortunate fn^n bad 
aipreseatntnent. of his fate ; for when he was taken 
prisanemfiar.Fjguera^ .he.reqnested to be $ffnt 
iiito^'av^ncB;aQd not conducted to Barcelona, iri 
order tfaat. he: utiight have the benefit of tbe Eliot 
estivenitkm. rTliat:la7omr was refused ;: and be: Was 
so fidly conviaieed of the lot which awaited him a^ 
Bfiorcadona, that he wrote to his wife to msike up 
her mijdid never to se^ him again. It is a painful 
cmsunisialince to add that Madamer O'Donnell had 
SDooeeded in mdacing Cordova to exchange her 
husband for three of the Queen's officers, whom 
Bon Carlos wiliin^ygave up tosav^e hitn,and was tit 
SayxmneaboBt proceeding to carry the glad intelh* 
genoe tohim^ when ahe was stmek to the ground 
i^thlhe &ti|l itewsof iria itihuman ma^isac^re* ^ 
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0!Daiiiieil deai^iided that a clef^BMn^sIiduld 
be sent for; bat 'his munkiBTs rsfiated that, ksl^ 
request* He then required that they shotdd 
cover his eyes with ahatidkerdiiefi whichone^dess 
crnet than the rest, emis^ited to: on/ii^hich ht 
crossed his ftrms on his chest, and receive -bisl 
deatfi-ldow ; the mob shouting in infernal tvinmph 
at hisfall. ^» 

The other prisoners were ealled ont bynamti^ 
according to their rank ; and mudcets tbeihg 
placed at their heads> sixty-seven nnibrtoiiatesasav 
flkmong whom were ten officers, peridied liiider the 
fiYe of these assassins. The body of .O^DonneH 
was then tied with cords, and thmwin bveri die 
wdl; and dragged in hellish triumph througli 
every part of the city, the mob following in iKou<» 
Bands« and venting execratioiis<against.him.aQdnaU 
other Carlists, until they stopped in the'prkiQi^l 
street, opposite the theatre ; and there; lightingra 
great fire, and separating the bead, humed the 
body, and celebrated infernal orgies over it.> 13ie 
head was then kicked about as if afootr^baU ; add 
at eight o'clock the following m(»rning such irf*. the 
respectable inhabitants as ventured to theirvwin* 
dows saw the head of 0*Donnell and of maie 
other person, equally f)rutally treated /kidbed.mp 
and down the long and beautiful street by some 
of those demons who seemed still nnsated^th 
blood. 
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'. 'After^tlieiiiassacre had been oompkted in* the 
^tadel; the crowd nisbed to the two other prisens, 
hhd finding in otie twenty, aod m the other (^ 
same number^ of unfortunate CarlistSi they led 
them oat and shot them one by one, every^ death 
being the signal for cheers and vivm. An officer 
i!ontrived to escape, bnt he was foUowed- b5r a 
dragoon and cut down in the open street; and, to 
^ow how isystematicaUy the murder was carried 
on, anolii^, who, by the connivance of a friend 
among the rioters, had escaped, was found want- 
ing as the list was called for ; and it was with dii^ 
lenity that the leaders could be appeased, as they 
-declared that nothing short of the full number 
.2WDuld satisfy them. ' 

» The whole of the next day Barcelona was in a 

hitate of confusion that cannot be described ; the 

^respectable houses were closed, the authorities did 

'not dare to show themselves, while the Urbanos 

and the mob rushed shouting through the streets, 

kicking the heads of O'Donnell and the others be- 

fictfethem, until the more violent part of them, 

proeeeding from one excess to another, and in 

want of a further stimulus, agreed to proclaim the 

^Constitution; and in a short time the city was 

/^exposed to a fresh peril, and to a general np^ris- 

^ng and pillage, as the leaders of the riot, ran 

lldimg crying out, ^^Yint for the Constitution 1" 
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** Death to the tyrants !" and thee the finiah was 
given to'the-proleetr by the stone bemg laid, and 
ihe CotMtitution proclaimed by acclamation. 

Tbia waa going further than suited the Qneto'a 
governtnent; and, liowever the deputy-goVemor 
might find hinaelf unable to cope with those who 
proposed the deatmction of th« coaamon enemy as 
iheir objeet^ he knew he would find ksaiatance in 
all the partisans of the present order 6f things, to 
repress any tendency to the return of that Gonati- 
Mtion to which every man now employed owes 
his birth, but which all join in condemning ; and 
he therefore on a sudden showed himself to the 
l^eOple, got aU the Urbanos under arms, and re* 
viewed them in the principal street', with the sound 
of martial music, and as much pomp as be cotkld 
muster. He then made them a speech in the 
QuecA^s name, recommending order and union as 
ihe only means of preserving their liberty from the 
Carlt^is, and worked upon them so well that they 
all answered him with cheers ; and the stone of the 
Constiiutipn was at once removed, and the proela- 
Ration of ii stifled, some hours after it was made. 

In the inean time Mina> who had been sent for 
by e^^press, arrived at Barcelona, and he published 
a iuindd^ directed ^oniy agaixi^ ibe Goaatitutional- 
ia<iB» aM firoceedi^ to arneait a^dos^ persons sup- 
ffo^ed tp k» i^piKeated in prcK^ialming it— among 
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^Qtbers 911 English .geDtieiuani a resideat of the 

tcHyi(wlK> fKaii.m.no.way caiicerned in tbe affiiiiv*^ 

mud seot dieiui on bcxettd his Majesty's ship^ Rod- 

^^ ^|id Ghilders, Braking, for the fii-st tioie that 

.JL }xa¥€ ever heard of k» a gaol of a Britiah man* 

pf^vyvai*. This has been done ui^er the allega- 

tiou that they are put out of tlie way of the mob, 

)vho nngbt murder them ; but the falsehood of tlie 

plea is. evident^ for the sympathies of tke mob are 

wdth theniy not against them, and they are put into 

AH f nglish prison, not to ^ave A^m from beiog 

Huassa^redtbut to prevent them heing rescued. 

Not oae of the assassins, not one of the mur- 
derous bands wearing the Queen's uniform, who 
forced the Queen's eitadel, and massaered 107 pri* 
49oners m cold blood, have been taken up. They 
j|re known, and walk in the open day, and almost 
j>eard tlie .captain-genersEd at his door; hut a few 
men, who would have gone a little farther in tlie 
samemiarch than suited the purpose of the em- 
ffoyisofthe Crown, are laid hold of; and, in order 
that tliey may not escape, are given to the lock 
and key of a ^litish man^of^war ; the captain of 
^rfaich, for 1^ first time stnee Britannia ruled the 
iVKsrvee, being turned gaoler. 

Alvarez, the deputy^govemor, and Mina, the 
captain-geuerjBtl, have each published orders of the 
4ay ; but I £pd tb«m all. referring to the Constitu* 
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tioiial movement, iosuraatiDg that it was made 
through Carlist agency, for the purpose of intro- 
ducing discord among the friends of the Queen, 
but not saying a word about the murders, the 
burning the body of O'Donnell, the forcing the 
Queen's fortress, the blood which still stains the 
stones of Barcelona, and calls aloud for justice and 
the strong arm of the law. 

On reading over this narrative, which is more 
tame than the circumstances deserve, and in no 
one point exaggerated, we are struck, first by the 
weakness, and then by the connivance of the au- 
thorities, and are entitled to ask. Is this the go- 
vernment that England is pledged to support ? Is 
it the assassins of the monks at Madrid and at 
Saragossa, and the murderers of the prisoners at 
Barcelona, that we are bound to by the Quadruple 
Treaty ? Is it to put weapons into their hands for 
the midnight murder of prisoners in the Queen's 
<:itadel that we are furnishing arms and ammuni<- 
tion ? And is it to give the means of massacring to 
the Urbanos of Barcelona that we have landed 
from the Rodney I know not . how many thousand 
muskets ? Is it to be made a common gaol that our 
British man-of-war is stationed in this harbour ? 
And has not the time come for England to speak 
out, and tell the Queen's government, ** If you have 
neither honour, integrity, nor strength ; if you are 
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tiiiible to preserve your prisoners, ahid to execute 
tfte bw against the guilty, we cannot be compro- 
mised, we must withdraw from our engagement. 
Endand is not in a lieague with the assassin ! " 

The Quadruple Treaty has seemed to me to be, 
since the commencement, the shallowest piece of 
diplomacy any ministry ever entered into ; and th^ 
idea of uniting the west against the east of Eu- 
rope absurd, because of those whom we became 
allied with. France was false, and Spain and 
Portugal incapable of giving effect to their engage- 
ments ; but now it has become a bond of iniquity ; 
as siiice, by our aid, insufficient to make one party 
victorious, but sufficient to prevent it yielding to 
the other, we are furnishing Weapons to the mur- 
derers, and converting our ships of war into pri-» 
sons. 

With regard to the latter point, it is true that a 
British vessel has never refused to receive refugees 
who claimed our protection ; and Lord Ingestrie, 
in the Tyne, has lately taken on board the 
<parlist prisoners at Tarragona, to prevent their 
being murdered by the Urbanos; but no ship of 
war has been placed, at the orders of General 
'Mina, or any other General, to hold safe those 
against whom the vengeance of the government 
was directed, but which it had not the strength to 
secure from being rescued. I cannot understand 
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wby the Rodney received them, as they were sei^ 
oa board in the middle of the night, without any 
previona communication, and as if Mina was more 
master of the ship than Captain Parker. But the 
fact is, the conduct of our government is so equi* 
vocal that our officers do not know how to decide, 
and I believe many of them are led into acts which 
their feelings as well as duty condemn, lest diey 
should come under censure at home for opposing 
the secret wishes of the ministry, though not their 
published orders. Captain Parker and the Bri- 
tish Consul have sent in to the government, and 
which has been published in the journals,, a letter 
similar to that communicated by Sir John Hay to 
the authorities of Santander, stating that the for- 
mer had received orders to lend all possible aid 
and support to the Queen's government; and I 
presume it is under that letter that Mina has con- 
verted him into state gaoler to her Majesty. What ! 
is the spirit of Old England so far reduced ? Are 
our ships become prisons — our captains turnkeys 
— and the Tower of London the d^pot for sup- 
plying arms to assassins ? If there was a single 
man arrested for these nefarious acts — ^if the arm 
of justiee fell upon one victim, I should not write 
so strongly ; but while the Queen's lieutenant 
strives not to prevent the massacre — while her 
officer furnishes a list of the prisoners — while her 
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troops are the slayers in cold blood , and her cap* 
tain-general does not punish the leaders^ I say it 
is the Queen's government only that is responsible, 
and we are bound before Europe not to give it our, 
support. 

Had that fatal Quadruple Treaty not been signed, 
these events would not have taken place under 
our cognisance, and either the Queen or Don 
Carlos would have been now the conquerors by 
their own means and the national wilL And had 
we gone further, and made the question our own, 
and, for the consideration of a commercial treaty, 
actively interfered and put down the revolt, as it 
might have bieen got under eighteen months ago, 
good pohcy would excuse our conduct ; but we 
have doled out our assistance like unwilling alms — 
we have made enemies of one party, without effec- 
tually serving the other — and we have gone on in 
a system of temporizing until murder stalks the 
land, and father is in arms against son, and 
brother against brother. 

So far as the English gentleman arrested is 
concerned, I find that the authorities have given 
him orders to leave the country, without touching 
at any Spanish port, though he is innocent of inter- 
ference, whether for one side or the other, and, 
fortunately for his character, he had spent the even- 
ing at the British Consul's when he was accused of 
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prodaimmg the Cotistitiition. He has been many 
jeftfB resident mt Baiodona, connected with a 
mercantile 6nn; and, in the absence of the prin- 
cipal of the honse, who is a Russian Consnl, was 
acting Ckmsnl for that nation, not under an official 
appdntment, but to oblige his friend. The Consnl, 
Mr. Annesley, a very respectable British agent, 
has made strong remonstrances in his favour; but 
the utmost grace that can be afforded is, that he 
must quit the city, the country, and his connex- 
ions, without any accusaticm worthy of an hour's 
notice being even alleged against him. This is 
exactly the return we get from the liberal govern- 
ment of the QueeUy in return for the Quadruple 
Treaty. Will England bear to be thus treated ? 
Must the Catalonian demagogues kick us still 
more ignobly than they did the head of the mur- 
dered O'Donnell ? 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



Circumstances which it is not my intention to 
discuss in this publication, as I have already 
spoken of them elsewhere* and am likely again 
to do in a more decided manner than the extent of 
this work will allow, induced me, after a very brief 
stay in Barcelona, to take the steamer for Port 
Vendres, and prosecute, my journey to Madrid by 
another route. I was glad to leave Barcelona, 
though it is a beautiful city, and strangers are better 
received there than in many other parts of Spain ; 
but I regarded the people whom I saw in the 
streets — the respectable part of the population 
still remaining within doors — as a blood-stained 
race, revolting even to look at. The principal street, 
called the Rambia, is planted, like the Boulevards 
at Paris, in the heart of the city ; and there, in other 
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times, the better classes held the paseo publico; 
but it was in the centre of it, before the theatre, 
where the body of O'Donnell was burnt, through 
its alleys of trees, that his head was kicked ; and 
I turned with horror from a spot so lately and so 
foully polluted. At the end of the Rambla, one of 
the smaller prisons is placed ; and an English 
gentleman, who lives near it, told me that, on the 
night of the murders, he saw the poor inmates 
called out one by one, shot at by two of the as- 
sassins, and hacked to pieces by the sabres of the 
others, if they did not fall on receiving the ftrst 
fire. 

The Rambla overlooks the harbour and the bay, 
and a magnificent terrace, which ntns parallel to 
the former, and lined by noble mansions at one 
side, forms one of the finest promenades in Europe. 
The government-house where the savage Mina 
held his court, is one of the itiost prominent, and 
the space before it is remarkable for one of thofte 
tragical scenes being enacted on it which give so 
4ark a stain on modern Spanish liberalism. 

The palace was tenanted, at the time 1 allude 
to, by Bassa, the former governor of Bc^celona; 
and when it was determined by the mob that he 
should be murdered, half-a-dozen of the leaders 
were deputed to pass up stairs and despatch him, 
while the others remained below. These last. 
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however, becoming impatient, cried out, *^ Where 
is he ? where is he ? " On which the others, open- 
ing the drawing-room windows, exclaimed, ** There 
he is ; how do you like him I " and flung the dead 
body^wfth the rope by which he was strangled, 
into the street — the whole crowd yeliingin triumph 
as it fell* They then proceeded to light a great 
fire, and to bum the still panting corpse ; and one 
of them, more refined in cruelty than the rest, sent 
for Alvarez, the deputy-governor, the person who 
figures as governor in the last massacre, and, pla^^ 
€iiig him near the body, demanded if he recog<» 
nised it, and assuring him, if he did not obey them 
in every respect, he himself should speedily share 
^e same fate* The fire blazed up, and the body 
l>egan to be consumed ; but one monster, in woman 
shape, chopped off the hand, or snatched it from 
the ground if it had been previously separated 
from the arm, and gnawed it with fell delight* 
The fiend of the French Revolution, who drank a 
eup of blood at the foot of the guillotine, was 
here, for the first time, equalled, 
. The lesson which Alvarez received had its due 
impression ; for not the slightest attempt was made 
by him to stop the murder of the Carlist prisoners ; 
and he did not exert any authority, civil or mili- 
tary, till the Constitution was proclaimed — a cir- 
laimstance which it would not suit his views, nor 
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those of the partiaans of the Queen's government 
to tolerate. 

A splendid pier has heen hnilty which givea 
another grand promenade, and at another 8ea«» 
son 1 could not have fiiUed to be defigfa(eit')^th 
the ^orious Tiew of the ocean and the harbour — . 
British ships of war riding at anchor hi the latter 
and in the bay, ^d the immense hill on which the 
citadel of Montjuich stands, forming a mighty barr 
Iter on the right, and casting its great shadow with 
the evening sun ; bnt I was sick at heart, and 
neither man, woman, nor nature could delight me. 

The theatre in Barcelona is the best in Spain ; 
and the people pride themselves on having a good. 
ItaUan opera. I went on the Sunday evening, as 
several families, who would not appear by day, 
came there to cheat the weariness of time, and 
divert the current of their reflections. The per« 
formance was not remarkable ; it is scarcely 
worth a recollection, and my attention was more 
occupied in observing the boldness of a person, 
whom 1 knew to be a Carlist oflScer, who sat in the 
centre of the house, in the first balcony, than by 
what was pasnng on the stage. This gentleman 
had been delegated from Onate, to foment the 
war in Catalonia, and was on his road to join 
Tristani or Burgo, but was compelled to enter the 
city, ^s his chain oC communication had for the 
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moment been put astray; and though he had 
served with Zumalacaregui from the commence- 
ment of the insurrection, and must have expected 
to be known to the Christino officers then at Bar- 
celona^ he had the daring to seat himself in the 
most prominent part of the house, and to sit out 
the whole of the performance. A gentleman 
whom I knew was acquainted with his plans, 
called in strict confidence my attention towards 
him, and I watched him -the whole evening, and 
could not help admiring the sang froi/I with which 
he passed so many hours in the midst of his 
enemies. 

This "officer had the command of the few ca- 
valry which Zumalacaregui was enabled to get 
together when he marched from the siege of .Villa 
Franca to surprise Espartero, who was coming to 
relieve it; and I was not a little amused at having 
described to me the manner in which he manceuvred 
on that occasion. His whole force did not amount 
to fifty dragoons ; but he drew them up on the top 
of a hill, which overlooked the Christines, dividing 
half on each wing, and filling up the centre with 
baggage, mules, and donkeys, putting peasants on 
them with long poles, to imitate lances in their 
hands, so as to make, at the distance, a formida- 
ble show. He waited till the Christinos were reel- 
ing from the Carlist impetuous attack, and then, 
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charging from each wing^ made them believe that 
the whole force was about to fall apon the eneoiyy 
which had the effect of completing the panic of 
the Christinos, who broke and fled in every direc* 
tion — ^none of them having the courage to look up 
at the line of harmless ammals which preserved 
their gravity and their place. I have made many 
inquiries since, as to the fate of this bold Carlist 
officer ; but I have not been able to discover if he 
succeeded in joining his friends, or was compelle4 
to return to France. It is clear that he was not 
discovered ; for I watched the newspaper accounts, 
and the capture of such a prize could not fail to 
have been noticed. 

The steamer in which I went to Port Vendres was 
one which had been for some time established be- 
tween Marseilles, Barcelona, and Valencia. It 
was English built, and had English engines, but 
the captain and the crew were Spanish, and the 
state of the deck and cabin was a clear confirma* 
tion of the fact. We were a crowded party, as 
some families were leaving Barcelona for a more 
secure residence, and several Christino officers were 
going round by Oleron and Saragossa to join the 
Queen's army in Navarre ; the interior of the pro- 
vince being in the hands of the Carlists, and the 
communication being for some time interrupted. 
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This is a circtimstance which many persons are 
unlviHing to believe ; and if I was not an eye-wit- 
ness of the fact, I would scarcely have credited it 
myself; but there was the practical confirmation of 
all I had heard or become acquainted— there was 
the best possible proof that the country was in the 
hands of the Carlists, and the Queen's troops un- 
able to preserve the communication between even 
&e great towns, except on the line of the sea-coast. 

There was a great swell in the bay, and all our 
crowded party were, before half an hour, in the 
convulsions of sickness. One poor fat old lady was 
ready to give up the ghost, or rather the flesh, 
while her husband, a miserable creature, seemed 
to become thinner at every struggle, and appeared 
with his lank sides drawn closer, as if about to 
vanish from our sight. We passed the night, a 
mass of misery, huddled together — French, Spanish 
and English ; but happily made Port Vendres at 
break of day, and anchored in its little harbour, 
delighted to be again in France, and to have 
escaped from the foul air of the ferocious Barce- 
lona. 

It was now that an observer was enabled to dis- 
cover the true opinion of the passengers on the 
late events in Catalonia, and the future progress 
of the war. There was not a second opinion 
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among them. The French women audibly thanked 
jleaven that they had escaped from such a den of 
iniquity ; and even the Spanish officers could not 
conceal their delight that they were placed beyond 
theinfluence of the contagion, and that they had 
quitted Barcelona without being compromised. A 
French naval officer gave me a melancholy de- 
scription of Tarragona, and the country near it, 
from whence he had just come, and inveighed 
bitterly against his government for sending him 
and his companions on such a horrid duty, and 
against the Spaniards, whom he appeared to bate 
with the same cordiality they exercise towards hift 
nation, for their want of hospitality, or even com*^ 
mon attention to persons on whose protection they 
were hourly dependent. He did not know Spaia 
as well as I did ; nor was he aware that a Spaniard 
takes, without thanking, all that you can give 
him, as due to his own merit, and makes it a- 
rule never to give any thing in return. 

There being only one carriage to be hired, and. 
that a covered cart, which was relinquished for the. 
service of the ladies, I procured the only quadru* 
ped that was to be had at Port Vendres, to convey 
me to Perpignan. That was a pony not larger, 
than a large sheep, and as my feet hung down at 
each side, they touched the ground ; and thus,. 
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on six feety and not four, we found our way to 
my old quarters, at the Petit Paris, where the 
landlady and chambermaid, the landlord, waiter* 
boots, and house-dog, all embraced me, and 
welcomed my return, as they had given me up 
for a dead man; no other traveller having, for 
months, ventured on the tour which we had 
made. 

I found at Perpignan that the same plan of 
Carlist agency, which was so useful at Bayonne, 
was in full activity, and that accounts had been 
received, by those at the head of it, of the murders 
at Barcelona, sooner than by the regular autho- 
rities. Various attempt^ had been made to inter^* 
cept their correspondence ; but such was the good 
faith of the persons employed, and such the effi- 
cacy of their plans, that not a letter went astray ; 
and a constant communication was kept up by 
them from the interior, and from there to Navarre. 
I took, of course, means to ascertain who these 
gentlemen were, and found that with an English- 
man they had no reserve. They acquainted me 
with all that had been going on— of the horror 
which the intelligence of the murder of the pri- 
soners at Barcelona had excited in France, and of 
the fatal effect which it would produce at Onate. 
The agents complained much of the apathy of Don 
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CarloBy in allowing the insurrection in Catalonia 
to langnish for want of an efficient head ; and 
explained the jealousy which existed between the 
Navarese and Catalonians, each of whom were 
willing to put Don Carlos on the throne, but were 
desirous of having the sole honour of so doing. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 



Perpignan had no further charms for me; and 
I made short tour in France until it was time that 
I should prosecute my journey to Madrid^ as I 
had originally planned it. I arrived in Oleron at 
the end of February ; and, having fallen in with a 
friend whom I had left at Bayonne intending to 
join the British force under Evans, and who, 
after getting as far as St. Sebastian, had changed 
his mind, and was now bound for Madrid, we 
determined to act together, and I undertook to 
be the guide. 

This gentleman's account of St. Sebastian amused 
me not a little^ as he assured me, the terror in* 
spired by the Carlist demonstrations to bombard 
it had paralysed all the inhabitants, and also the 
brave Christinos who had been sent to defend it. 
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Though very few shells had faUen, and though it 
was evident that the Carlists had not the means 
of keeping up a constant succession, none of the 
officers would sleep in the private houses, and they 
all crowded in at night to the theatre, the roof of 
which was said to be bomb-proof, or at least 
stronger than that of the ordinary mansions. It 
was in vain that ladies entreated that the theatre 
should be reserved for them and for the wounded. 
No ; these brsve defenders of their own constitu- 
tions, if not of that given to them by the Queen, 
laid down their mattresses on the stage, in the pit, 
or in the boxes, and crept in and out like rabbits 
to and from a warren. The only persons who 
showed a manly pride, and who supported the 
spirit of the people, were the poor English artil* 
lery-men, who had been sent round from San* 
tander to work the guns. They were furious 
against the cowardly native troops, and swore 
they would much rather turn their fire upon them 
than against the Carlists, who, whatever might be 
th^r faults, were daily evincing courage in the 
field. I was sorry to learn that several of the 
poor Navarese, among whom I had overlooked 
the fortress, had fallen victims to the superior 
skill of the British marksmen ; and that as the 
latter had two guns always pointed on the same 
spot, when the Carlists ran from their cover to 
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secure the ball from the first which fell harmlessly 
beyond them, they were killed by the second/ 
which was fired at the nick of time. He further 
explained to me the portions of the Cariist posi<- 
tions in the neighbourhood of the town, by which 
I found that no change of importance had taken 
place since I had personally inspected them. 

I was desperately fatigued with a long and 
tedious journey, and proposod to stop a day at 
Oleron, to recruit my strength before undertaking 
the labour of crossing the mountains ; but, just as 
we had sat down to supper, a French courier came 
in, and at his suggestion we agreed to abandon 
the usual slow mode of travelling on mule*back in 
four days, and to ride franc elrier with him in 
thirty*six houi*s to Saragossa. 

Since the regular route from Madrid to Paris by 
Bayonne had been closed by the Carlists, the 
whole of the communication had been carried on 
through Jaca and Oleron, and a convoy of mules 
had been established, connected with the diligence 
which plied between Madrid and Saragossa ; but 
it travelled at a foot-pace and slept four nights on 
the road^ and was subject to various annoyanceti, 
a sufficient number of mules not being always ready, 
and many persons, unable to support the toil, stop- 
ping the whole convoy perhaps for hours. To 
ride en paste was expensive, but it saved time; and 
though the Pyrenees at night, after the great fail 



330 VHB C01TBT AXD CIVP OF 

of snow which had lately taken place, was a serr^ 
frice of no ordinary danger, we detennined ta take 
oor chance, confiding in the able management of 
the Conner and the experience of onr gmdes. 
Though I had not been in bed for five nights, I 
pot myself nnder their care» and, having procured 
a little carriage which woold take ns to the foot of 
the mountains, we started at nine o'clock, armed 
against the cold with warm cloaks and a bottle of 
brandy. Onr rente lay through the most pictu- 
resque country that man can travel, and seen by 
us to great advanti^e with all the charms lent to 
it by moonlight ; but the narrow road, which has 
been carried through ravines and on the borders 
of the many precipices which seemed to bar our 
progress, was barely wide enough for the wheels of 
the carriage, and, .more than once, we were saved 
by the rapidity of the motion, which carried the 
outer wheel over broken spaces, where, if it 
had passed slowly, it would have found no 
ground to rest on ; and we arrived in safety at 
Urdach, the last village at the French side of 
the mountain, where we hired mules and pre^ 
pared for the more serious part of our under* 
taking. 

The courier, who had come from Paris, acknow- 
ledged that he had never before ventured to pass 
the last stage in a carriage by night ; but that he 
was so fatigued that some sleep was necessary to 
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enable him to get through the rest of his journey, 
and so he risked his own neck and ours for two or 
three hours' uneasy slumber ; but it was useless to 
make complaints, and we started in good temper 
with extra mules for the luggage, and three guides 
on foot, who were to aid us through the snow, if 
necessary^ The moon rose up in its full glory, 
and we surveyed the wide waste of ^now, and the 
awful mountains, covered to the summit in white, 
which we were to pass^ with feelings of a pleasing 
because romantic nature* The air was sharp and 
bradng, and our spirits partook of that excitement 
which a gallop at night over a wild country never 
feila to produce. 

. My companion exclaimed that he was refreshed 
iinoe we had exchanged the close carriage for the 
saddle, and I found my strength, as it were, re- 
torned by magic, and forgot that I had been so 
nany days and nights without rest. After an 
hour's progress, we passed the lone house which 
piarked the frontier, and entered Spain again, for 
the third time within three months, and commenced 
at once to climb the formidable barrier of mountain 
which nature has placed between both countries* 
The snow had accumulated in some places, on 
each side of the track which was kept down 
by the constant traffic, as high as the horse's head^ 
i^nd sometimes as high as that of the rider ; and it 
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seemed as if the road had been cut through it as 
through a chalk hill, i^vhile in other parts it formed 
a wall on one side of the way, the other looking 
over some fearful precipice, on the banks of which 
the snow had no hold to accumulate, and from 
which one false step of the mule would have 
dashed us into eternity. The force of habit in our 
courier was here remarkable : like all those men 
who are on horseback for several days together, he 
had learned to sleep in the saddle ; and even in 
the most dangerous places and on the most uneven 
ground he sat, his knees and thighs mechani- 
cally closed against the mule's side, with his eyes 
shut, and buried in profound slumber. There was 
one particular place, with a mountain of snow at 
one hand and a yawning gulf of some hundred 
feet on the other, in which a noisy torrent roared, 
where the track was so narrow that none but a 
mule well accustomed to the walk could hold his 
feet; and the reader may well judge my surprise, 
when, having passed it myself, I looked round to 
see how my companions fared, to find the courier 
still sleeping, I may say snoring, unconscious of 
the least danger. I waited till the peril was past, 
and then I awoke him, entreating for alt our sakes 
that he would resist the inclination to dose till we 
got into better ground ; but though he faithfully 
promised he would, I found him in a few minutes 
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relapsed i^ain^ and I gave up remonstrance for 
the future. The couriers employed between 
Madrid and Paris perforin the journey in five 
days^ and sometimes in four hours less ; and one, 
that I had occasion to despatch to London, made 
the whole journey in six days and four hours* 
They travel night and day, snatching a morsel of 
occasioual refreshment, and availing themselves 
sometimes in France of a cabriolet, if it can be 
procured. The couriers of the French and English 
embassies are slow in comparison with those em- 
played by the bankers and merchants^ and I have 
J^nown one of very heavy weight who had gone 
and returned from Paris to Madrid in eleven days. 

At length we gained the summit of the moun- 
tain, and commenced our descent ; but the track 
became every moment worse and more dangerous 
in the going down than in the ascent. The guides 
entreated us to dismount and walk ; but the courier 
reluctantly gave up his saddle and his sleep, and, 
after an half hour*8 march in his heavy jack-boots, 
he declared he could not stand the fatigue, and 
he again crossed his mule, and gave his life to 
chance. ^ 

The mules did their duty well. The oldest 
went always in advance, and the others followed 
exactly in his footsteps ; and it was delightful to 
observe the caution with which he snuffed at and 
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tried the worst points before he ventured on it^ 
and to see the freedom with which others foUoWed 
after he had probed the dai^er, and the minute 
care which they used in planting their feet in the 
very same spots where he had trod. The rider was 
cautioned by the guides to hold a loose reign, and not 
attempt to controul their movements ; and if we did 
venture to check them, they resented it at once, and 
would only proceed pleasantly when the whole 
choice of road was left to them. In one place we 
met a train of loaded mules, and it was a matter of 
some difficulty to manage to pass it, as the snow 
on each side was some feet deep, and the mules 
refused to leave the beaten track. Both parties 
declined for some time to go back to a place where 
the road was wider, our guide maintaining that 
everything must give way to a courier, while the 
arrieros contended that, their mules being loaded^ it 
was impossible for them to turn with the same 
facility as he could. This to me appeared to be 
common sense, and I prevailed on our courier to 
save the point of dignity, and we did retrace our 
steps until the more open space was found. 

It took about six hours from the foot of the 
mountain to Canfranc, the first village we touch 
at in Spain ; and where, as we clattered along, 
the Christines' sentinels and custom-house in 
vain called after us to halt — a courier having a 
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kind of prescriptive authority in those places^ and 
bII forms of ordinary travellers giving way for him. 
At Canfranc we discharged the mules, and pro- 
cured horses^ and set out for Jaca, the fortress 
which protects the frontier in the centre of the 
line ; as Figueras^ Pampeluna, and St. Sebastian 
do on either side. We had by this time cleared the 
principal mountain^ and had got into a rough kind 
of table-land^ which stretches, with more or less 
inequality^ to within a few leagues of Saragossa, 
and we found that the snow was not deep on the 
ground ; so the courier determined to make up for 
lost time, and he set off at full gallop, fairly giv- 
ing us notice that if we could not keep up he 
would abandon us to the road, as his duty admitted 
of no delay. We followed, of course, the luggage- 
horses being led by the postilion, and went at full 
speed over rocks, and through morasses, for an 
hour and a half, until the melancholy fortress of 
Jaca was gained, and we entered its narrow and 
sombre streets, and changed our horses at the 
post. 

It was within three leagues of this strong place 
that Guergue and the Navarese had passed and 
repassed on their excursion and return from Bar^ 
celona ; but so little did the governor care for the 
presence of an enemy in his vicinity, and so little 
desirous was he to measure strength with it, that 
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he quietly closed the gates^ kept hitt mtn whUti 
doors, and weot to sleep himself. Tbe-«|urit'ef 
Upper Aragon is said to be deeidedly in fawour «f 
the Queen; but I did not hear that the inarcii*of 
the Carlists received any interruption m it| atid 
they were supphed with rations wherever, they 
required them ; and I fancy it is there, as ia otlier 
parts of Spain^ the people acquiesce with whaterer 
party has the ascendency for the day« and care 
as little for the Queen as for Don CarloSi, Utef 
are a fine active peasantry, very indastriouiSy and^ 
I understand, generally in comfoitable circum- 
stances. We saw but little tillage, but several 
flocks of sheep; and the bales of wool we met 
in progress towards France gave us good tvi" 
dence of the national wealth of the province^ We 
continued driving along, with as much rapidity as 
the irregularity of the ground would admit q^ 
snatching a morsel of food and a glass of wine ait 
each post, until we came to Ayerbe, a village 
almost twenty-five miles from Saragossa, where 
we discharged our horses, and hired a tartana-^SB 
cart similar to that we had already used in Cata* 
Ionia, without springs ; and, having put a bediftto 
it, to save our limbs from the cruel motion over 
such a horrid road, we started about two la the 
morning, having ridden without stopping, except 
to change, for more than twenty-four hours. The 
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taftana, on a level road, is bad enough, and few 
will ventur^out of a gentle trot in it ; bat no one 
Vfho has not made the experiment can understand 
what a dreadful vehicle it is over the ground that 
we had to pass, and that at the utmost speed 
a pair of horses could be driven at. We were 
smacked from side to side, against the head and 
against each other, till, after four hours of agony, 
we arrived at Saragossa just as the day broke ; and 
I gladly went to bed, allowing the courier to pro- 
secute alone his journey to Madrid. 

The fonda at Saragossa was a great building, 
the first floor of which was unfurnished, and the 
second merely contained a few tables and chairs, 
and some pieces of wood put together, a mattress 
thrown over them, and called beds. I was glad, 
however, to procure a large basin of tea, and to 
fling myself on one of them to get a few hours' 
sleep before the starting of the diligence, which 
was to set out in the course of a few hours. I 
snatched a few minutes, even from the short time 
I had to dispose of, to walk over the principal 
points marked in the ever-to-be-remembered siege, 
and to gather some information as to the state 
of political feeling among the people. I never 
read any account of the siege which makes the same 
impression as an hour's glance at the relics which 
exist in the present day will convey ; and the fact 
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wliidi stniek me as most remaricable^ and ami* 
taming the best evidence of the desperate defence 
made against the invader, was an examination ot 
the main stieet which divides the oily, abutting os 
the river £bn> at one end, and on the marsfajr 
groonds at the odier. 

The French, after several weeks' cannonadre, 
and mining the chnrch and convent which de- 
fended it, arrived at last on one side of the 
street, and, fighting in each house a separate 
battle, finally obtained possession of it ; bnt, for 
six weeks after th^ had done so, they could not 
get across the street ; and they did not obtun 
possession of the other side until the capitulatioa 
was made. 

Think on the magical bravery of the people. 
Imagine an army like that of the French, every 
man seeking renown by his personal courage, in 
possession of one side of Oxford Street, from 
Hyde Park Place to St. Giles's — for that is the 
parallel case — and kept at bay for six weeks by 
an undisciplined people, among whom there was 
sickness and famine, and an accumulation of 
every possible misery. No, not a man even crossed 
the way. A continual fire, day and night, wae 
kept up from the windows, communications havw 
ing been made in all the houses, and from the 
lower streets which gave in on them ; and tiie 
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front df th^' honaes' are to tfaisiday pi^^d widirthe 
inni^^Ei^rftble buliet-iiiarks. Itis.^zurKotiB ..40.16-^ 
inafdc that the French side is math . less . seored 
with these laemoratida thaa the other ; sind I take! 
it Bs a proof that the Spaniards fired with a bolder 
aim directly into the windows, while: the Freach 
shot less ;exposed and with lees precision. 

Very few of the inhabitants have repaired 
tlieir waited and the effects of the musketry ,are 
jtist as visible as they were the day after.it 
occurred; and it is to be hoped that the citizens 
will ever preserve the same marks of their courage, 
mare honourable to them than any heraldry can 
bestow. A very wealthy person, whose mansion 
is prominent from its frontier and extent, has 
often been requested by his children to embellish 
the front, and repair the breaches made by the 
shot and bullets ; but he resists every application, 
declaring < that the most honourable legacy he can 
leave to his family is the proof of the gallantry 
with which their father resisted a foreign in- 
vader. 

The feeling at present in Saragassa is in favour 
of the Queen — ^at least the majority of the citi- 
zens acquiesce in the existing order of things, and 
find it easier to submit to whatever the ruling 
pc»wer may be, than to take upon themselves the 
lead in a quarrel, the termination of which no man 
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am see* Bui it cMitatiw some spirits cf a mere 
-excited order, who are fuUy supported, wiken 
necessary, by a tumultuous populace^ and when- 
ever the Junta chooses to recompose* itself, and 
to give the word, there will be no lack of tumult. 
The murder of the monks, and the several riots 
which have occurred within two years, are the 
proofs of the facility with which that ill feeling 
can be excited ; but it astonishes us to find that 
it was done at the bidding of a few individuals^ 
who choose, for their own ends, to take all the 
power of government upon themselves. 

It was at Barcelona and at Saragossa the first 
Juntas were formed, whenToreno*s unpopularity 
was becoming notorious in the country; but in 
the latter place it was composed of not more than 
six active members — the respectable portion of 
society being unwilling to interfere with them, and 
all glad to compromise for the safety of their 
families, by paying the contribution which these 
vultures demanded for public purposes, and which 
they shared among each other. 

The knowledge of the apathy which pervades 
all the better classes of society ill Spain, as to the 
management of their political affairs, is the only 
key which gives a true solution to the conduct 
which they have observed since the oommemse- 
ment of the civil war. They are indifierent to the 
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result/: Hs experience has shown them, that* 
i;v*hether it be Royalist or Liberal who gains the 
upper handy the prineiple of despotism is- the 
same with both ; and. each m^n judges from his 
o'wn bosom and the sentimenta which he has 
.found inculcated in his neighbour's fix»m hifi child- 
baod> that the law of absolute power is the pre* 
vailing passion, and the exterminatioa of one's ene- 
mies^'When that power — be it under what pretext 
it ma]r-*-is attaiiied. 

I never knew a Spaniard, even the most cc»i- 
stitutional in theory, who was not a despot in 
practice. I never knew one, who, Uiough an enthu* 
siast for the liberty of the person, adopted any 
other mode of nlencing his antagonist than by 
clapping him into a dungeon. I never knew one» 
thougli a professed admirer of the trial by jury, 
who thought of any other mode of determining 
the guilt or innocence of a rival, than by ordering 
him to be shot, often without trial, and never, with 
a fair one. Even Martinez de la Rosa, the 
honestest man Spain contains, adopted no other 
. mode of silencing those whom he suspected were 
eoaspiring against him, or had evidence to assure 
him of their doing so, than that of taking them 
out of bed in the dead of the night, locking them 
up in prison, or sending them across the frontier, 
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withont their even being heard in their own de- 
fence. 

The majority of the people at Saragosd^ were, 
as I have described, indifferent to the result. The 
Carlists were stleilt ; and few could imagine that 
adeep and influential party existed in the city: but 
such is the fact ; and so it will one day be found 
hereafter. But the Liberals, from their rioience 
and the ferocity of their proceedings, gave a poli- 
tical colour to the whole, and France and England 
take it for granted that Saragossa is the centre of 
free thought, and that in it the Constitution is 
certain to find a rallying-point« But the truth 
is little known ; and their neighbours would be 
much surprised to learn that two of the supposed 
Liberals were at Onate, at the same time tfaalf't 
was, to explain their conduct to Don Carlos, and 
to receive a pardon by anticipation. . I will n6t 
state the names or rank of those persons, for fear 
of the consequences to them ; but of the fact there 
is no doubt. 

The Aragonese are an able-bodied, manly pea- 
santry, resembling, in some degree, the people 
of Navarre, and, like them, hardy and coura- 
geous. They wear a coloured kerchief round the 
head, in lien of the Basque Boyna, or Spatiish loi^- 
brero: with short jackets, coarse velvet breeiebias 
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open at the knees, and ankle boots ; and a few, 
whom Martinez de la Rosa brought to Madrid to 
apt. as a roving police^ astonished the Castilians 
by their muscular and determined appearance* I 
am now speaking of Upper, Aragon, not of the 
lower division of the province^ where the Carlist 
force was organized under Cabrera in large num- 
bers, as it is my intention to describe only what I 
saw, and places which I actually visited. The Ca- 
brera I allude to is the chieftain whose aged mother 
was shot by order of the savage Mina, and whose 
own conduct has been exposed to so much repre- 
hension by his reprisal on the sisters of a Christino 
colonel. 

The diligence started at three in the morning. 
We had a merry party the first day ; but, on the 
second, the spirits of my fellow-travellers were 
overcast by intelligence that Butaneros, the Carlist 
chieftain, who had lately left Navarre with a roam- 
ing force of 300 men, was on the road to Madrid ; 
and it was naturally expected that a visit to the 
diligence would not fail to be included in their 
duty. This put a young attache returning from 
Germany, and a captain of dragoons going to 
Madrid on leave, in a terrible fright; and they 
appeared inclined, more than once, to abandon the 
journey and wait for better tidings ; but I laughed 
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them out of their feaii, and promised to protect 
them in case the C^nonigo appeared. ' 

I have CDHtended, and do stilly that the expe-- 
dition of Butaneros demonstrates most cltearly the 
state of parties in Spain. This man, wi'lli^/^d0 
infantry and SO'lancers, crossed thfe Ebr6 in 'de- 
fiance of Cordova's army, and penetrated within 
twenty miks of Madrid, in despite of various de- 
tachments sent against him ; and returned into 
the Basque provinces when the object of 6is ex- 
pedition was answered. It was said by the Chris- 
tinos that he came to raise the country in favour 
of Don Carlos ; and that he intended to enter 
Madrid and proclaim the Infante there ; and an 
accidental fire at the custom-house, which occurred 
while he was in the vicinity, was taken as a 
proof of the incendiary spirit of his partisans in 
the capital ; but it is clear that no such ridiculous 
idea ever entered his head. He came to cut off 
the conscripts, or Quinta^ on their route to join 
Cordova, and to levy contributions^ and to put 
to scorn the power of the Queen. Could it be 
imagined that a force of 350men« without arms to 
distribute, would have induced the concealed Car- 
lists to show and compromise themselves ? It is not 
300, nor 3000, that can effect that object. 

The success of Butaneros proves, on the other 
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handi that the people have no aatirCarliat f^el* 
ing — for they willingly supplied him with what* 
ever he required; and surely, if they had any 
interest in the Queen's cause, they would have 
risen upon him and his followers, and smothered 
them, or thrown them into the next river. The 
fact is, the people are, as I have stated it, apa- 
thetic on the subject, though rather with a Carlist 
tendency than otherwise, and they find it cheaper 
to submit to the power of the moment than to 
risk the future by opposing it. 






CHAPTER XXXVIL 



Oke of our party irss an old ofcor vho had 
fought at the sieg^e of Saiagossa, and iras now 
going to take poesesaon of a place to which he 
had been lately appointed. He made my blood thrill 
by descriptions of the hennc acts which he saw 
performed under his own eye ; and repeated many 
ingtances, not only of the active courage, but of the 
cc*ol passive endurance of suffering which men, 
women, and boys- displayed on that memorable 
cx;casion. He left us at Calataj^d ; and I parted 
from him with regret, as we were mutually pleased 
with each other ; and he felt flattered at the inter- 
est which a stranger took in a scene in which he 
had played a distinguished part. I learned from 
hitn that the celebrated Maid of Saragossa was 
still alive^ and receiving a daily pension of six 
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reales (I5. Hd.) a-day. Look at the contrast 
between romance and reality !^the Maid of Sara- 
gossa, the heroine of novels and dramas, whose 
fame has been spread over Europe^ receiving 
fifteen-pence a-day, to keep body and soul toge- 
ther ! 

In passing the bbundary of Aragon and Castile, 
we found that Butaneros was close at hand ; and 
the diligence from Madrid informed us that he 
and his party had allowed it to pass through them, 
on the day previous. Our Christino friends got a 
fresh fit of the ague on hearing this account, and 
they again proposed to stop at the first large 
town ; but I persuaded them to take heart, and we 
happily reached Madrid without encountering the 
Carlosts, or any of the regular bands of robbers 
which are organized on this as well as on all the 
other roads in Spain* 

The Spanish diligence is an excellent carriage, 
much better served than the French, and travel- 
ling at a better pace. It stops every night for 
four or five hours, so that a journey for many days 
is carried on with less fatigue than where no stop- 
page is made, or rest taken. The practice is, I 
think, excellent, and might be imitated by those 
coaches in England which do not depend on great 
dispatch between the two extreme points of the 
^journey. The roads are also excellent ; the system 
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of M'Adam having beeb, a century ago, in prae- 
ti<fe in ^pain ; but I mast reserve tar aootker oc* 
casion aU the fine things I have to say aboot 
males, diligences, mayorals and xagalsy and hasten 
to Madrid. 

The circumstance of my having been in the 
Basque provinces had reached Madrid before me, 
and, though a variety of diii^s proved to jdemon*- 
stration that I was not a Carlist agetsty bat an in- 
quiring traveller, who knew no other mode of get- 
ting at the trnth than by personal iavestigatioB ef 
facts, at the places whdre tbey occurred, I fofund 
that a most violent feeling was prepai^d against 
me, and my friends expressed a smous alarm for 
my safety. It was in vain I argued ;that JBogland 
was not at war with Don Carlo»; that I enter^ 
the Basque provinces with my passport badked by 
the English consul at Bayonney and by the-Fseaoh 
authorities; that it received the t^tsao^f the Spsbish 
consul on coniing out of Navarre, andithat I imd 
passed from Oporto to Lisbon daring the dvil wtar 
in Portugal ; from Brussels to the Hague dimng 
that of the Pays Bas; but 'what is ^be. use of 
proving that one is right, when dvery rpemon^-is 
determined to think* you wrong ?<and^ so all the 
world admitted that I must'be'assassihai^ei if the 
government did allow me to remain in ihe.capilal. 

^WelV said I, 'I will coDvisice you that you 
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are all in error ; at least, I will subaiit my case to 
ft direct experiment, and then we shall see whe- 
ther the goremment will violate the law of na* 
lions in my person, and whether my minister will 
permit it.* 

We were in the mrdst of the carnival— a splen- 
^d suite of rooms attached to the new theatre of 
theOrian^e had jnst^en opened^-^rowds thronged 
to masked balls given in them, and every person, 
from the Infante Bon Francisco down to his tailor, 
was to be found there. I determined to go on 
the very day of my arrival, without a mask. If 
there be this strong feeling against me, it will be 
sure toishow itself there; the sooner the crisis is 
faronght on, the better. Men, disguised, will be at 
iiberty to treat me as their passions excite them ; 
if I am to be murdered, as my friends say, let the 
execution follow sentence at once. 

I did go^^tliere were seven thousand masks 
present. I was known to the greater part by 
name and person ; I had a direct acquaintance 
with several : but though all who Were on terms 
with mexame up to shake, hands, and to express 
astonishment at seemg me, not one said an unkind 
word, and I laughed them into the notion that 
what I had beea doing was i^ kind of frolic Not 
an unkind word was ^d ; no, inor an ofience, 
diyeet or indirect, offered. Only x»e lady, I be- 
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lieve the widow of a Liberal who was eiceciited. by 
Ferdinand, questioned met and exclmnied that I 
had no right to come to Madrid, after having bQeri 
with Don Carlos. I have always in Ule fonaid 
that arpruments with women are an unprofiiaUe 
mode of spaiding time ; so I whispered in her ear, 
* that I knew her well ; that I would risk all danger 
to see her, and had returned expressly for that 
purpose ;' and then, not giving her time to reply, 
I slipped among the crowd, and escaped the repe- 
tition of her notice. I supped with a party of 
friends, and, even after the wine had gone round, 
and patriotism, no doubt, at its full steam^ not a 
murmur at the surrounding tables was breathed 
against me ; and I proved that if the gorenunent 
gave fair play, the people had no disposition to 
molest me. 

The people of Madrid reserve all their desine 
of gaiety for the carnival, and there is nightly 
during it a succession of balls which are sufficient 
to turn all the women crazy. 

The Baile de Mascara is an absorbing pasaon 
in Spain, like that of the bull-fight, and a woman 
will sell her husband's coat, or starve herself for a 
month previously, to insure the means of attending 
them in costume. In Paris, the masked balls 
at the Operarhouse are sombre afl^rs; at the 
other theatres they are filled with low company, 
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and often exhibit scenes of gross depravity ;. but 
those of Madrid are attended by persons of the 
highest rank^^^and dnkes, duchesses, counts, and 
marquises are mingled in good fellowship with 
more humble pretenders to fashion. Shops are 
opened in erery part of the town for the sale or 
hire of fancy-dresses, and the Paris prints of cos- 
tumes are circulated from the library ; nothing, in 
short, 18 thought of but the ball of the night, and 
women remain in bed all day that they may be 
fresh for the evening's gaiety. The lover, who in 
vain has sighed for months, secures his mistress 
by the present of tickets or a handsome dress — it 
is a bribe which no virtue can resist. 

The balls are all given by subscription, varying 
from half-a-crown to ten shillings per ticket each 
night. Those of the lowest class are absolutely 
masked, but those at the Oriente and the Catalina, 
for the nobility, are more fancy than masked balls ; 
and though every lady enters with her face covered, 
she quickly throws away the disguise, unless she 
has some object of intrigue or annoyance to 
answer. In the latter case, the dress of a Pasiega, 
or peasant, from the mountains of Santander, or 
a Manola, the grisette of Madrid, is adopted ; be- 
cause both are becoming to the shape, and admit 
of a freedom of manner and of language which 
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would not assort with a more distingoisbed cos- 
tume. 

The Pasiega wears a brown cloth spencer edged 
with gold lace, and a full green petticoat trimtned * 
with gold, and an apron to match the spencer. 
Her head is bound with a coloured kerchtef, * 
and her long hair is arranged in two plaits, which 
hang down to the waist. 

The Manoh wears a cotton gown, cut very short, 
displaying her well-made ankle in open-work silk 
stockings, and her small foot in a neat shoe, fier 
hair is divided plainly on the forehead, with a rose 
on the left side, and gathered into a knot behind,' 
from whence hangs the broad silk mantilla, edged ~ 
with lace, which falls in a wide fold on the boisom. ' 
The Pasiega is a most graceful dress, and well- - 
made women gladly adopt it : but the Manola part 
allows a license of evil satire and criticism, which 
is the terror of all who have any secrets to cOnceaL 
Some ladies of the first family, closely masked, 
avail themselves of this disguise to tell unpleasant 
truths to their acquaintance ; and I have often 
laughed by the hour at the raillery of one of these 
wicked grisettes, on all the personages who fancied 
their follies and frailties were unknown. 

The new ball-rooms at the theatre of the Oriiente 
are magnificent, but far disproportioned to the 
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wants or the means of Madrid. They were 
crowded to an overflow in the carnival of this 
year; but they all remain unemployed till the 
same period next season^ affording one of the 
many proofs of the incongruity of the n:«axui 
and the end which all Spanish speculations 
display. There is no establishment on any thing 
like the scale in London or Paris; indeed^ the 
fact of seven thousand people being accommodated 
in one evening is a good proof of their extent* 

The carnival is also the season when the princi- 
pal private balls are given. The English minister 
gave last year a very grand entertainment^ which 
a mighty Spanish warrior celebrated in most 
poetic prose ; and the lady of the French ambassa- 
dor has regularly, every season, a ball on the grand- 
est scale, besides opening her rooms to a large 
circle on each Wednesday night. The Spaniards 
envied the brilliancy of M. Villier's rooms, and 
the elegance of Madame de Rayneval's arrange* 
ments ; and one, more daring than the rest, deter* 
mined to rescue the national honour from the 
hands of strangers, and, with considerable ex- 
pense and labour, he produced a f6te which will 
serve as one of the best specimens of what Madrid, 
in that line, can do. 

This nobleman, the Marquis * * * *, had 
been for some years at Paris ; and he was more 
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i^nigkHis, on bis return* to sustain aebajmc}^ for:re- 
fined ifiste in tfae luxuries of Ule tkan fot4ijphvmih 
talents. With the hope, therefore, of ssir{n3siitg^ 
fpr^ign competition, he arranged hiSi mansion; aftec 
s^^ new design, broke through walls, built up stann 
cases, got in the scene-painters from the theatre to 
stain the rooms, and indulged every fancy thai 
pride or taste could suggest. 

At length, the awful night came,, and at eleren 
the ball commenced ; soon after which hour the 
Queen arrived, covered with a black domino and 
mask, and followed by her suite, all clad in tiie 
same manner. They passed throi^h the raooos 
like mutes, and then disappeared for a. short time; 
but they soon returned, the Queen.baving changed 
her disguise fur a plain ball-dress, with a nedkhiee 
of brilliants, and a simple flower in hec hair. She 
looked very handsome and beaming witih goo^t 
ness, as she always does ; and she. smiled,/ and 
smiled through the evening, until every man's 
heart was at her feet. Mu&oz was, however, 
at her elbow, dressed in black, and behaving 
with great reserve, while his royal mistress 
danced with spirit, or received the attentions of the 
master of the house and a young diplomaixv^'tea 
fresh, vain, robust Adonis, of that class, that some 
women admire, and to which it is supposed lier 
Majesty has something of a pcediloGtiDB« . . ..ui 
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Th^ foomft soon became vety crowded^ find ' it 
WM impo&dible to remain in any one of them with 
oomforty beeause the local was totally unsuit^d for 
a large ball, there being not one good saloon, and 
notiitng better than a succession of little chambers, 
many of which did not even communicate with 
each oAer. The company, with sotrow be it said» 
did not appear to full advantage for want of suffi- 
cient light — the wax candies being of a dirty hue 
tike church lights, — and there not being a suffi- 
ciency of them. In Spain, all rooms at night have 
a dingy look, and, with all the tact of the marqnis, 
he neglected to qualify that common defect ; and 
the servants likewise proved a source of constant 
ismbarrassment ; for, not being under the orders of 
one tUef, they went rushing through all the apart^ 
ments, creating terror and dismay by the extin- 
guiebing of the lights, not to speak of the over- 
tlirow of coiFee*cup8 and ices. 

A sad disaster occurred in the middle of the 
ball. The centre lamp began to distil its sweets 
on the dresses of the dancers ; and it was not 
till the greater part were perfumed, that it was 
discovered that the lamp had two or three 
fogueish little holes in it, from whence it anointed 
the distinguished guests. 

■', Then eame the bustle of unhanging and remov- 
ing it ; the dirty oil trailing on the floor, while the 
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iAaiH|ui& looked on as fierce as Bet'eais^ at^' w6u!d 
have blown out lamp, company, aind all, thrbiigh 
the wiiidow, if he eould. 

The mapiqms is a smart dumpy bbdy, firelfeet 
high— ftesh-coloured, amd bltfff— quite a Galician 
Cupid— particularly sensitive on matters of ett* 
quette ; but what was bis horror/after reccyveribg 
from one disaster, to see a side-chandelmr ttiiiibl6 
from its pkce^ scoring the badts of the pretty 
damsels, and breaking the noses of a Scote 6f 
dandier. 

First went the lamp in the centre^ then t'he 
chandelier at one side, then the branches at the 
other. The devil was in the Kgfats. The feet' was, 
four branches came down in the course 6f • tlfe 
evening, and the shoulder of one beautifiol wb^ 
man was severely injured. *' 

At two, the supper-rooms were opened ; biA thte 
servants again ran riot, and none of the company 
were completely placed. One robm wastieVoted 
to the Queen and her suite; another to 'l!He 
diplomatic corps ; and two others, near thelm,' to 
the most patrician guests. 

TTie room, beyond the influence of the Bo^al 
party, soon became a scene of confusion; be* 
cause, as Spaniards fall upon a supper as' ^Arabs 
upon a caravan in the desert, no one wouM gtve 
place to a successor, but each held fast positeddidll 
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qfhi^se«ai;, tJ>oi^g}i twenty were waUijDg to pnoAt 
by,it when. he, .Iwd done. . 

The dishes were not renewed; and^yery t,M& 
presented in a short jipie a spectacle of mangled 
remains^ with hui^ry escpectanta «truggling to 
procure a morsel. One gentldmany who had been 
often distinguished for his enormous appetite^ was 
seen coolly to scrape together the fragment^ of 
6evei:al dishes, and to gobble them up as one mess, 
while, numerous others, of a similar kidney, lo¥«> 
ingly shared the same plate, and lapped up their 
splice with the same spoon--^akind of ride-find*tie 
affair. 

The impudent thus got stuffed to repletion, while 
the modest portion of the company did not reach a 
crumb* By great fevour, one gentleman procured 
a glass of lemonade ; but half the party were sent 
away without supper. 

The dancing was resumed after supper, aqd» as 
the music was excellent, it was maintained with 
spirit ^o a late hour. The Galician Cupid danced 
with the Queen,,and puffed and blowed.like Peter 
Pastoral; with a peony in his buttons-hole. 

In short, the Marquis's grand ball proved a com- 
plete failure — and it failed exactly in those points 
of elegant life, on the observance of which he most 
prided himself; and his dingy lights, bad attend-^ 
anoe, and insoffieient supper, proved that> however 
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anxious he may be to imitate the entertainments 
of London and Paris, he is nothing better than a 
tyro, and devoid of the true principles of taste. 
And, as a proof of this assertion, I have merely 
to add that he had the walls of his suite of rooms 
painted for the occasion, like those of a country 
tavern, with grotesque figures as large as life, and 
as glaring as red and yellow ochre could make 
them. And the staircase which he had constructed 
to carry his guests vp stairs to the second floor, to 
supper — an invention of his own — was composed 
of such wide steps, that the little Spanish dam- 
sels could with difficulty reach from one to the 
other. That, however, was not considered as a 
misfortune by the ladies or the lookers-on ; for the 
dear dark-eyed maids have very pretty feet and 
ankles, and, to tell the plain truth, I never saw 
ladies less disconcerted by wide steps or a high 
wind, than those of Madrid. 

As the carnival is the season of general rejoicing 
at Madrid, and as the bull-fights constitute the 
great feature of Spanish festivity, I have thought 
proper to introduce here a description of that ex- 
traordinary and savage sport, which has already 
been favourably spoken of, on account of the pecu* 
liar facts which it contains, and which none of 
those persons who have written on the subject 
appear to have been acquainted with. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



The bulls intended for this purpose are bred in 
La Mancha, Andalusia, or the vicinity of Madrid. 
Tbeir pedigree is as carefully preserved as that of 
our race-horses ; and every care is taken to cross 
and improve the blood. Some breeders have a 
great reputation, and their stock fetches a high 
price — at least <£30 each bull. The moment one 
of the blood appears in the Plaza^ it is hailed as 
the trial-colt of a celebrated stable would be at 
Newmarket. An adequate supply is sent up, each 
year» to a large preserve, about nine miles from 
Madrid; from whence a sufficient number are 
selected, the evening before the corrida is to take 
place. They are attended by herdsmen, who are 
educated to the calling; and it is wonderful to 
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Bee the dexterity and, I may say, talent^ with 
which these persons manage a number of vild 
animals, which appear ready to destroy. every tiling 
which comes before them. They are provided 
with long slings, from which they can disqlmge 
stones so exactly as to strike any particular 
bull, and armed with a long pole with vbidi 
they dri?e the animals when near them, or Ivft 
any bull that strays from the line of niardli« Iliey 
have always at command several steem^ or assn, 
who are so well taught, as to obey the V4iice, and 
select the required animals out of the herd. £ach 
steer has a large bell suspended froQ^hisoeak.; 
and it is curious to see two of tboise w^t«ng|it 
beasts draw away the wild bull from h^l tonh 
panioosy and guide him, one at each side, to the 
place required by the herdsman^ 

The bull-fight generally is held on the JAmldagr; 
and, on the evening previous, all the am^toim 
and a great crowd of the lower classes go out a 
league from Madrid, to meet the lot selected for 
the following day* Great care is taken by tba 
police on those occasions, and a squadron of ea« 
valry is provided to keep the road clear wWcii fto 
animals have to come, as any object moved bafena 
them might raise their fury« About thjrad wihsB 
from Madrid, in a solitude as profound at if «l 
were as many hundred, at a place called the 
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'Jirroyo, there i^ a little 'ghm, into which the bulls 
'aire led in time to reach the city hy nightfalU 
WiBtkl id heard at a distance the tiirkling of several 
hMBt and then are seen the horsemen galloping 
about to catch the direction in which the herd is 
oomitig«-^the hills thronged by people anxious to 
get a vieifi^^and^ then, descending from a distant 
high ground, the herd; and an equal number of 
steers and bulls, are visible coming leisurely along 
mtfa tbe herd«men, and their long poles, on horse-^ 
boek^ th«$ steers all milk-white, the bulls being 
varied m colour. The steers obey the voice of the 
dftirer^, and the bulls follow them without alarm ; 
wlult each group of people, as they approach » 
dinde mtid fell into the rear at a convenient dis- 
tances 

In this way the procession moves till it comes to 
the- Arr&yOf where a rest of half an hour is given ; 
atid the wild bulls, appeased by the presence of 
llie steers, remain quiet, though horses and 
carriages and people are drawn up about them ; 
and t}ie hutUfighters and the connoisseurs go still 
nearer te examine their condition. Sometimes a 
b«H will stray, and then the skill of the herdsman 
is seen ; he rides fearlessly after it, throws stones 
from his sling, and heads it if he can ; while 
tffo of the steers are detached to meet it, at the 
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sound of yfhoBe bells it stops, and allows itself to 
be reconducted to the glen* 
. When the day is about to close, the people dre 
'<nirefall]r drhren off the road, and the 4ragoot]« 
are employed to keep the strliggl^iB at apvoper 
distance ; and the steers lead the butts on, 
slowly, until they get to about a quarter of a mite 
from the Plaza. There the road is banked at 
either side, and a strong barricade is raised 
close to the reception-ground ; behind which tbe 
furious are forced to retire, and to keep Uieir 
heads so low as not to attract the notice of the 
bulls, by sentinels, who are posted close to each 
other. When the bulls enter the enclosed road, 
one of the herdsmen who leads them puts his 
horse into a gallop, and the word being given to 
the steers, the whole herd set off at full speed, 
and come driving along, goring the ground, and 
shaking the earth as they pass over it. The crowd 
behind set up a loud shout ; and it is highly ex- 
citing, just as the night falls, to see the wild 
animals, lashed into a fury, with their. eyes daring, 
rufihing in a mass, the horsemen galloping in 
after them, the people struggling for a sight, the 
sentinels striving to keep them down, and to hear 
the last cry of exultation, as soon as the wb^ 
body have passed the gates and are safely lodged 
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in the strong^hold prepared for their reception. 
Then comes the discussion^ in the neighbouring 
C4i^i$f as to the condition of the huUs^ the stipe- 
i^iority of one breed over another, and the proba^ 
bHities of the next day's fight. 

The bulls are left with food for the night in the 
corral ; and the next day, about noon, the Infante 
Don Francisco^ attended by the governoir of the 
Plaza, and several of the nobility, ladies as well 
ftB gentlemeni come to see them separated and put 
into order of battle. First, their courage is tried 
in a very simple but efficient manner ; and the 
buU-fighters anxiously attend to it, as they can 
pretty well calculate on the spirit and temper of 
each animal from the manner in which he meets 
the test. You see the bulls and the steers in an 
open yard, divided by gates^ over which a tempo- 
rary pavilion is built for the accommodation of 
the Infante and liis friends. Small partitions^ 
like sentry-boxes, range along the walls of the 
yard, behind which the herdsmen can take refuge 
if any of the animals become furious. After an 
examination of half an hour, and a dissertation 
od the probable merit of the lot^ the herdsmen, 
with long thin wands, step into the yard, and 
order the steers, eaeh of whom has a special name, 
to t^parate themselves from the bulls. It is curious 
to see the tame animals instantly obey ; and, as 
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soon is fi cKvision is made, the gates ai^ cloi^; 
and the buHs are driven into a range oF eeHs, ^ti 
Wht^h their courage is to be tri^. Sometinies 
the herdsmen are exposed to perils as an obstinate 
bull will not part from the steers ; and he Bies at 
the men who goad him to do so. On those occa- 
sions the man passes behind the stockade^ at^ 
two of the steers lead the bull through the gates, 
and instantly return. 

When, at length, the animals are pa^ssed into 
the cells, the Infante and his friends go to a range 
of galleries, which are above them, and through 
which a number of trap-doors open to the places 
where the bulls are confined. Then each bull is 
separated, and as he rushes from the goad of the 
herdsman, who plunges into his back or sides 
from above, from one cell to another, the Infaiiite 
lets fall before him a pink silk scarf, which he 
dangles to and fro by means of a long string. If 
the bull rushes at the scarf with fury, he is pro- 
nounced to be good ; if he is scared at it, or paws 
the ground, trying to work himself up to a passion, 
he is bad or doubtfiil. A high-couraged bull never 
refuses this test, and I have seen them drive their 
horns almost fast into the doors of the cells after 
rushing past the scarf. It is simusing to »ee'tlie 
Infante on these occasions, and a stranger ^111 
fomi no great opinion of the Blood RoyaT oT^ jiain 
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froycn the tudiibition. Don FranoscQ js a fi^t^ 
goo4-&atured, siinple-looking per9Qnagei w(iq ha^ 
h^t one idea, and that is bull*fighting: : he exa* 
mines each animal as Lord Sefton would a race- 
)K)rse ; and as courage or cowardice is displayed, 
he turns to his attendants, or the strangers pre- 
sent, with appropriate remarks : ^* Ola /" '' Dio9 
taio ! *' '' Es otra cosa r " Hombre r *' Que tair 
" Fa tisted con Dius /" and numerous other ex- 
clamations* The spectators echo all the Prince's 
remarks, adding a few of their own, such as ^^Este 
et un aanonigo/' a favourite taunt to a cowardly 
bull, ** Esiees bravo.'* 

This trial is almost infallible, and the bull is 
certain to conduct himself in the Plaza with tiie 
same game which he exhibits in the cell. When 
the lot are thus examined, and pent up in other 
cells, which have a communication with the en- 
trance to the Plaza, the Infante and his party 
change their ground, and through another trap- 
door drive into the bull's back a small nail, to 
which is attached various coloured ribands, the 
devices of the breeders, just as at Newmarket 
every stud-owner has his own colour. 

The animals are then left for a few hours quiet, 
and the Infante retires till the hour appointed 
for the fight. 

I am djsscribing a very cruel and nauseous sporty 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



About an hour before the fight takes place, all 
Madrid is in a state of excitement ; the Calte 
A lea la is crowded with people; the balconies are 
filled with women dressed in mantillas and flowers. 
Every one puts on the national costume^ and it is 
^ point of fashion for the men to go in the beauti* 
ful Andalusian dress, and the women with white 
lace mantillas^ the hair full-dressed, and the 
never-failing rose and comb. A squadron of 
cavalry parade the street — another of cuiras- 
siers pass through them to keep order at the 
Plaza — the royal carriage, with six cream- 
coloured horses, comes dashing along — the guards 
turned out, trumpets sounding, and drums beating 
to receive them. 
Then follow the carriages of the nobility anci. 
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geotty , of the maokmmBdon, mnd cavalietB oi 
baek^ and nmiiniermble tal^ag^ or painted' cabrio- 
lets, with the dfivavB sitting oo die abaftst or nm- 
Bfiig by the hordes' «des. Nothing can be moi^ 
exciting ; and if a atninger were to judge only 
irom this day, he wonld auppoee Madrnl to be the 
gayest capital, and not the dullest, in Eofope. In 
feet, every one with a shilling in his pocket is ont ; 
and such is thft devotion or the madness of the 
people for these sports, that no sacrifice is deemed 
too great, by which they may be able to partake 
of them* 

The fancy here is composed of every class in so- 
ciety > from the King down to thelimebumer. Iliere 
is honour and not reproach in being of it. The 
women delight in the blood spilt on these occa- 
sions, and ridicule the affectation of foreign ladies 
in shrinking from it. All is tumult, all is ex- 
citement, yet not the sli^test disturbance takes 
place ; such is the admirable love of order pro- 
duced, by good feeling on the part of the people, 
and by strictness on the part of the police. 

The Piuza is a great circular building, as large 
as the inner ring of Portman-square. The benches 
which surround the circle when the fight takes 
place, are first of stone, where the common people 
sit ; then of wood, where the gentry take their 
places ; and over all is a row of boxes for sub- 
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dcribers> the price to all Deihg nearly double at ike 

perioti^dlieiprive p£ admbsiQnfiiYBi7Wgi£R>i¥^&Ma^ 
diilliDg$ ta dae^ taul y^UtngoiTvitfl dalyAiAr^i; 
tfaetieli ^oduee jaf ' wlmb is Qpfrfied tdtcbdiritftliie 
^5>urpo6ds. ETery seat m marked .vatba^HDocre- 
sfKHidiiig: number on the. admmioi^ ttckeiy ad ikAt 
the whole! crowd k pkced witis^utl the fli^imt 
den9i\im'tcom good order. . 
• '. Mear llie Plata ^ there is a raagO: of ataxies 
vihena tlie mfoctunate horses are kept, an4- a 
recefvtioiHrQOm £ar the toreros and^beir friexnis. 
This is a kind of dandy lounge before the figh^i 
and the young nobles and ohl amateurs report 
thare' to talk to Montes and other chiefs* and io 
di^usgrike meritsof new adventurers. The iande- 
ffUerostare seen adjastkig the points of their beau- 
.tifbl dresses ; the matadorea displaying their costly 
jackets, probably the gift of some nobie and igno* 
bte lady; ihe picadores trying the steadiaess of 
their- hovses. The latter . is the most pleasing. 
You see him gallop up to a wall with, his lance 
pointed as if to attack- the bull, and iastructing 
the horse to give a demi-'doH when he strikes it 
into tiie bAcky ixt to remain firm while be prejBse? 
onfit with all his force. After several exhibitions 
of • this kind, anid when all the /trr«ro$ aire assem- 
bled, each coming in an open darriage attended by 
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a hoit of inctiatqrs or friends, tbetKompete 
as soon as tbe loyal pittifes arrivei aniii Uleitai. 
proteisitHi is farmed ; Ihe Mofyabret in fironl^ Jodad 
the pkadnms biiagiQg up the rear* In tfaoa (wa^f. 
they narafa iato tlM Plaza, and Ibe momesil^^ «f. 
tbeir^ entiattcB is the sigmd for cfaeora^ whiehr^d^ 
the sides* ^ 

The tiefw, at this moment, is ma^Eufioenti Att 
the nobility, wealth, yoodi, beauty, andmtidnaUtjr* 
of Madrid is ooUected. Every one is seen io ailn 
▼antage* All are highly excited ; and as bmd^ 
kerchiefs are wared, and eheers given oa die 
entrance of each pubHe favourite, a stranger might, 
sttppctte that the day was devoted to the honotmof 
some famed general, the deliverer of his ix>viQtryv> 
Previous to this, a troop of cuirassiers, with irva^ < 
pets sounding, has cleared the Plaza, and the 
alguaciles, dressed exactly in the same costume n» 
you see in the old engravings of Gil Bla% bavf^. 
galloped to and fro, with the orders of the corre** 
gidor to the keeper of the bulls. Then come the 
pkadores, who are presented in form to tbe 
Infante, and the several other toreros, who take 
their plades along the barrier which sarrounds tbe 
ring and separates it from tbe people. An alguacU 
gallops across the Plaza with the keys of the dens» 
and, as he returns, a shout of expectation rises to 
the sky, af^r which a most profound silence reigns 
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fiwboif "a tunnite, (dvepy eye beisg^ dimoied tocth^ 
dtooit toom whenceTdie bdi is to iosue; 
:':Atltttigth the door opens, and out nidiea ihcr 
devoted bull, widi eyes ,glapng and mNrtriU dkh.. 
t^ded* Iftrae game, the first object :heBBe8«)i6' 
i)i«& at; commonly it Id tlie hors^, but thepeodor 
is prepared to receive him» with his lance firmly ; 
held under his arm, and grasped with a hand of 
iron, the eyes of his horse covered with a hand-. 
k<$rehie£ He patiently waits the assault, and re- 
ceit«s the animal on the small spear, about 'an ^ 
indi long, which is at the end of tiie lance. The . 
bult turns aside, and rushes at the next man, yftia 
is calleda rAWo, or cheat; but he springs on- 
tfa0 barrier, and the bull drives blindly on at the 
neoct, and the next, each of whom escapes in the 
saficEe manner. He then rushes at the other horse, 
bl^ the picador receives him with the same cool 
redistanoe ; and the bull, having made the complete 
circle, stands for a moment glaring at the crowd 
of asi^ilants, until he selects one more forward 
than the rest, whom he rushes at to overturn : the 
ckulO' fldlows him to approach, and just as he is 
about to strike, lets fall the silk scarf with which 
he is. provided ; the bull drives eagerly at it, whiie 
the other turns adroitly, away, or has recourse 
to the barrier. Sometimea a hardy chuh will 
cross half the Plaza y moving from aide to side 
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tile pkmitA ibarf, the. poor ball :feltowiiig .^verj 
movement of it If the man belwrdHpfMied^A 
Mcond fhnh oomeft to ht» m^ .and ^fliag8.aIKi]ler 
scaif iota the buU't eyasy irito ie.attniieted bty^the 
new enemy* Aaotber succeeds^ A^d jou aon»e- 
tioies see the buU thns ddodedfor several mtniiteey 
until he stands foaming with rage and panting 
firoo^ exertion. OceasionaUy the ball wiil'. pstfiue 
the original Mirio, and then no other vescaifce is 
left to him: bat to throw the scarf down and to fly 
over the paKng; and the crowd delight to .see the 
animal vent his rage on the silk, tossing^ it on his 
horns, and tearing it with' his £set. 

The picador now becomes the assailant, BXkd, 
moving further into theP&ua, pnts himself in the 
way of the bulL If the animal be of good blood, 
he flies at the horse, and, in despite of all the eaer-^ 
tions of the picador, overturns both. Sometimes 
he will raise them on his horns, and, by his 
immensity of strength, bear them for a few paces. 
This is the nauseous part of the fight, and which 
no experience can reconcile a stranger to. The 
poor horse is gored in a fearful manner, his 
chest with deep gashes, his belly often ripped up, 
and, can I say it, his entrails hanging on the 
ground ! The crowd do not feel the cruelty, and 
all classes rise in transport, and cheer the bull, 
exclaiming that such a race is always game, and 
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tht^mosS d^cate ladies ware tbett handkeicbiefl^, 
and «xelmm mth delight. The picadc^, m the 
mean time, is in the lasteiLti^mity ; he is either 
driven against the barrier, where his head ia all 
bat brdcen by the shock, or he is under his horse, 
er dashed with violence oh the ground some -short 
distance from him. The bull in his bUnd fary 
aUaeks the horse, and generally kills him with a 
few strokes; or if he rashes at the man, the chulos 
throw their scarfs in his eyes, and seek to draw 
irini c^ by a new object. Sometimes he will not 
be deluded, and the picudor has occasionally paid 
the forfeit of his life ; but, generally speaking, the 
scarf, particularly a pink one, so far appals him, 
that he leaves his fallen foe to follow it. Monies, 
l^e celebrated matador, is distinguished for his 
comrage and quickness ; and I have seen twenty 
men's lives saved by his fearless dexterity. 
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bruised. The head comes against the bairrier 
wrtk a tatOB ta spbt il« and . Hk .'facnse^^fiffqwilt^P 
fiedis mrer ttmm. They hava ixidieft rcf iism;taqA 
Sev&Ht^ m ptfTtiDiilar^ ha^ ar frame' vfaieb-apfXttiai 
to be ttneonaeioiis off pain and vaaABdefAH^'H 
ivfjnty, sa often hare I seen ima re^apptsrfi £tfllet 
erery one tbonglit he wt» finkhed for e^Fer. ; .31bH< 
man is a vonder, and be alone shares tbe^^i^beM 
boDonrs wkfa Monies. He ia a shorty .thisk-^^ 
pen^n» with a head like aa ox» air arm ol irodi 
and a> courage of the highest order. He ctun if 
his horse be steiLdy, keep out an ordiniiy btiU at 
the paint of his lance, by flie brute force cff fab 
arm ; and I have seen him, when dismdiiBtedi 
fittll hoki his lance and protect himself frqna :the 
next rush of the bull until rebeved-byrarjofaf/iL 
Montes is his guardian angel, and jthitir -United 
exertions seem to bid defiance to all the.:bi]iis»^'0f 
La Mancba. • ::* '' ' 

It was in defending him that Montes istely 
laid hold of the buH's tail, and pulted him ft^^m 
hia fallen friend, and hung upon it trntil llie beast 
panted for wind ; and I saw him draw the 'bftil 
aWay from him on another occasion at the risk "x>f 
his own life, as he was almost pent against 'the 
barrier, while Sevilla lay flat on his face, with thb 
tips of the bull 'a horns almost in'hic^ sidier. ''' 

The contest, between the bull and the picmhr 



seconds' pause, moves away to seek another 
enemy. 

Sometimes he draws back, puts his nose to the 
ground, and scrapes up the earth, throwing it over 
the back with his hoof, which is a sign of coward- 
ice ; but if he rushes at his foe, Montes coolly 
slips aside, and another chulo is at hand to catch 
his attention. Sometimes Montes is hard-pressed, 
and then he jumps between the bull's horns and 
over his back. I have not seen him execute that 
feat, but I have seen him clear one horn, and run 
round and round the bull, with his black cap in 
his hand, without the animal being able to touch 
him. . . 

These are the most beautiful displays that can 
be made, and if bull-fighting had no other end, 
it would be a magnificent sport. The audience 
are enraptured ; and shouts, and cheers, and the 
waving of handkerchiefs, proclaim the enthusiasm 
of the people. Montes, who is a plain, sUght, ill- 
made man, more like Lord Chancellor Brougham 
than any other person I kfiow, receives all these 
honours with composure, and, after one or two 
bows to bis patrons, flies again to save some of Iris 
companions' lives. 

The picador's legs and thighs are cased in iron, 
and bis clothes are padded, to save him from the 
effect of the falls; but often they are severely 
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bruised. The head comes against the bairrier 
mth a t^cB to spbt il» and . tke .^faors^^fisqwilt^r 
ledis 4yyer ibena. They hamt bodbft rof iliDf£;5Bf|3 
SeviHa^ m partioiilari; ha^ ar frame vfaiebapfJcaBi 
to be ttneonseions of pain and nm^desfAhi^M 
injnryi sa oftea have I seen him refappeaf.^ a^f 
erery one tbooglit be was fintdsed for ever. :JiU^ 
noan ia a wcaader, and he alene shares tbe bi^ibeM 
honowra wiih Monies. He is a afaorl^ Jhinlc-jsel 
perBon» with a head like an on, air arm of iroii^ 
and a courage of the highest order. He cam if 
his horse be steady, keep out an ordinary buU at 
the point of his lance> by the brute fordedChb 
arm ; and I have seen him, when diatnojiBiedl 
still hold his lance and protect himself <frqm :ihe 
Reset rush of the bull until relieved hysrjj^aia* 
Monies is his guardian angel, and thibir indited 
exertions seem to bid defiance to all the.Ibiddsr^of 
La Mancha. . ;:» 'Ki- 

lt was in defending him that Montes lately 
laid hold of the buirs tail, and pulted hita irtai 
hia fallen friend, and hung upon it mitfl the beast 
panted for wind; and I saw him draw the tiftll 
aWay from him on another occasion at the riakcof 
his own life, as he was almost pent againstthie 
barrier, while Sevilla lay flat on his face, wiA the 
tips of the bull's horns almost in *hiG( side. '^ 
The contest between the bull eind ih& pu^Atr 
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i&jdie mbst'Cratl mad ino^t acc6|>tid>lfi>4a a tew 
Spaniards Sometimes . ttie bull nshipa «l tbe 
faoisei in saccession^ and kills both at two ^ti^okea. 
Hie iddcrs dien waddle off, while the chulgs pro** 
teet' tbem, and are remounted on the instant. 
Sortietimea these men are unhorsed ; and their 
steeds gallop about the Plaza, and afford excdlent 
ftm to the mob, as the bull pursues them^ and 
they kick at him as he approaches, so that he is 
ttnaUe to approach them. In the mean time the 
grooms of the Plaza are obliged to come in to 
catch tiie horses, and it is good sport to see their 
fears if the bull directs his fury to that part of the 
arena ; but the cAulos crowd round him on those 
oceasio&s, and occupy his eyes by their scarves 
until the beasts are caught, and the picadores are 
replaced. A bull frequently kills eight horses, 
and then his blood is set down as the best, and 
others of the same breed are looked to with great 
interest when they make their appearance; and 
it is most remarkable that bulls of the same breed 
fight exactly in the same manner, and the expe- 
rienced torero knows what he has to expect the 
moment one of a noted stock comes into the 
Plata. 

When the bull is often repulsed, the picador 
becomes more bold, and advances in the centre of 
the Plaza ; and then he and the animal stand as if 
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daring 6ach other, for five or &tx minttteft; As 
long as the animal glares on hioi he standi on ihe 
defensive, and sometimes pokes bim in the noctf 
to bring him on ; but if he draws baek, and bends 
his head to the ground, and paws tip the sand^ 
the fitadw apprehends no danger, and he takes 
the lance out of the rest, holding it in readiness 
for the attack, if the bull should take frefdi 
courage* When the people are tired of thb spi^rt, 
die eorregidor gives the word, and the drums beat 
and the trumpets sound, on which the picadwvi 
retreat to the side of the ring, and a new combiit 
begins. ' 

If the bull has proved a coward, in ordi^totSs- 
grace his breed, banderil/as, with fire^ivbrk&.'in 
them, are given; if not, those of the <>rdilisr^ 
description are used. These are feathered davts; 
about half a yard long, with a barbed point' like k 
fishing-hook ; and the banderiHeros, or the m<ai hb^ 
use them, holding one lightly at the point of th^ 
fingers of each hand, with the arms fully extended, 
rush at the bull ; and as he furiously drives ^ 
them, the moment he stoops his head to goii^ 
they strike them into his neck, and the suddaf 
pain causes him to stop, during which pails^ 
they escape. It is the work of an instant, 
done with the quickness of light, and as if i^ 
magic. ^ ' 
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;Wh<]t oim believe that a man will meet the riisb 
of a «iad bully alndost let bis horns touch bis body» 
ffiad'then escape in safety? But so it is done | 
and the eye is lost in wonder at seeing those active 
pbismis eooiing on in a ctx>wd, each djartiog his 
SFisbws: into the bull's neck, and flying from him» 
ti> give way to another. If the fire banderiilas are 
D^edi the poor bull is tortured by the prick 0$ the 
b&rt)^ as well as by the explosion of the crackers* 
He diives about, jumps up, and lashes his sides in 
agony, all which gives great delight to the people,^ 
who exclaim, '^ Toca /a muska," — '*£/ Aoy/e,"-^ 
" Es un baylarino.** 

. Sometimes^ the bull is such a coward that he 
wilk^t oReet the rush of the man, and then the 
hnudeJcHiero 18 in despair; for it is only the fierce 
buE thstt can be fought, it being essential to all 
Ae opei^toils of die game that the bull rushes 
at his opponent and bends his neck to gore. 
Sometimes the man makes a false step, and then 
bis death is certain, unless Montes is at hand. I 
saw a bandtrilkro fall, and the bull was about toss- 
ing him, when the brave Montes rushed forward 
aad covered his eyes with the scarf. A thought 
^tiine later, and the man would have been dead ; 
but Montes saved his life, and then made the bull 
4%nCe roiind the P/oiZcr, amid the cheers of the 
multitude. 
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Whep ther« has b^en enough of ibis spoft^ the 
drums and truiBpeU again sound at a given sigi^al^ 
and tbQ la^t act of the tragedy begins. The ffa- 
tja^or draws a short straight swordj and unfolds a 
small r^d cloth flag; and then^ kneeling. befor^e 
thi^ royal. box, a^ks leave of the authorities to. kill 
the bull, in honour of some noble lady^ some saint, 
or some patron. He then, attended by a chulo, 
who is generally another matador, walks towards 
the place where the bull is surrounded by the other 
chuhs, who torment him by throwing their scaryes 
in succession before him. If Montes be the ff|tf- 
tador, the excitement is great, and every one moves 
from his seat to watch what he is doii^. This 
gives rise to a great uproar, and the cry of " Sen- 
tarse " is heard from those in the back pl^cfs %q 
those more in front ^ ^ 

As Montes comes up, the chulos withdraw, ..and 
station themselves behind the bull, to give aid if 
necessary, while he and his attendant chuh gQ 
before and unfold the red cloth, which at once 
fixes the animal*s whole attention. It stands qui- 
vering with fear and rage before it, while Montes 
holds it from him on the right side. The bull's 
eyes glare, he gives a low moan, and dashes at the 
flag, tossing it as he meets it. Montes yields to 
his rage, and suddenly shifts it to the left. The 
bull eagerly follows the object of his terror, and the 
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rkatddor makes liim go round and round him^ 
watching th6 flag as it slowly recedes. 

When Montes sees the bull excited to the ut* 
most degree, he prepares to kill ; and, passing the 
stick on which the flag is to his left hand/he holds 
the sword in his right hand over it, exactly in the 
centre ; so as that, when the bull rushes at the 
cloth, and stoops to gore, he is enabled to in- 
troduce the point of his sword between the car- 
tilages of the neck, and force it down to some 
vital part. 

Sometimes the bull, particularly a half-game 
one, turns from the flag to rush at the man, whose 
life is put to the greatest hazard ; and he saves it 
by a lucky turn, or the assistance of a cfmlo. 
The bull's horns are often far apart, and that is 
always a case of great danger ; for, as the animal 
must'pass under the arm, it is possible that the 
point of one horn may catch some part of the 
dress, and the man be overturned. This was the 
case once with our hero Montes, and his life was 
nearly forfeited by an accident of the kind. 

The bull's horn caught in the sleeve of the dress 
as he passed under it ; and Montes stumbling 
from the slight shock, the bull suddenly swung 
round and ripped up his thigh. Montes was 
thrown on his back, but no friendly chulo was at 
hand to render him the same aid which he so 
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often lent others ; and, as he lay, there wa« a 
groan of despair heard all over the Plaza, and 
every one rose in consternation, and horror-struck 
at the loss of their favourite. Montes was the 
only cool person in the ring ; and, undismayed, 
followed, with his usual sang froid, the instruc- 
tions given for such extremities, — ^namely, to divert 
the bull's attention, by repeatedly kicking him on 
the nose when he stoops to gore. This manoeuvre 
was so successfully tried on this occasion, that the 
bull was not able to plant one efficient blow on 
the body ; and as soon as the chulo took hina off, 
Montes was found to have received no vital hurt, 
and he was led to the surgery, always provided 
with two operators, where his wounds were dressed 
so well, that he was confined but a fortnight from 
their effects. 

The bull, if skilfully killed, should fall at the 
feet of the matador ; but it is seldom that so direct 
a thrust can be given. Most frequently it takes 
three or four assaults to finish the animal, and if 
the matador bungles in the least, or shows any 
want of courage, the spectators assail him with 
every epithet, and exclaim loudly " Fuera,fuera V* 
A cowardly bull is killed with great difficulty, as 
it is his rush and the stooping 6f his neck which 
gives the swordsman a chance, and sometime^ he 
lives for a quarter of an hour after the sArord '^ 
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the bilt U sheathed in his body, and the matador 
;ia obliged to kill him with a second weapon. 
. The moment the bull is severely wounded, the 
chulo$ surround him and complete his exhaustion 
by throwing their scarves and exciting his impptent 
.rage. In vain he retires from them, seeking a 
corner where he may die in quiet, but they give 
him not a moment's rest till his strength deserts 
him, and he sinks on his knees in the middle of 
the Pluza^ and the moment after rolls over dead 
on his side. Sometimes he will stagger as if 
drunk from the loss of blood, and then the toreros 
catch him by the tail, and endeavour to over- 
throw him ] and if he still struggle between death 
and life, one of them strikes a sharp nail into the 
brain, and ends his torment. 

A flourish of trumpets and the roll of drums 
proclaim that the victory is achieved, and a team 
of mules, gaudily attired and covered with bells, 
gallop into the field, and drag out the bodies. of 
the poor brute and the horses that have been his 
victims. The moment the carcases are removed, 
the drums and trumpets again sound, and another 
bull is let in to undergo the same persecution, and 
to share the same fate. 

Sometimes twp bulls are fought at the same 
jtim^s. This is highly exciting, as the space for 
each, ij} reduced one half, and the men and horses 
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aie exposed to greater danger. There i« also 
further riak, that aa the torero jumps over i^ 
barrier to escape the rush of the bull, ha may fall 
on the horns of the other ; and sometimes tbQ buU 
overleaps the paling, and two united ¥r91 banali 
a whole field. The narrowness of the space bfii^ 
the picador more into action; — I have seen a 
bull on such occasions recehre twenty assaults 
from the picador before he was delivered ovejr.to 
the banderillero. The two matadort^ keep ap a 
rivalry of dexterity and danger^ to satisfy, if opt 
their own honour, that of their partisans.. As 
they play with the cloak in the manner of Mantes, 
and kill without repeated efforts, the speetafors 
are in delight, and shout onshoat is heard at ibmA 
new feat. • % 

If the fight be protracted till the close oS^ tb$ 
day, each cigar-smoker takes out his fiint and 
steel, and keeps up a shower of light suBloeet 
for the purpose of the toreros. Nothing can be 
more picturesque than to see the immense theatre 
at one moment in darkness, and the next lifted 
up by glancing fires, — to see the sparks twinkio 
like the gleam of glow-worms in a wood, and Ici 
hear the deafening shouts of the people as tha 
feats of the principal actors are revealed. 

The father of the bull-figbters is Jose Caadido, 
a man now seventy years old, but ha can kiU wiMbd 



flill^tbe <;«tta}nty that he did in the prime of life, 
il^ to '&d 'teticber of Montes ; ^nd his scholar 
j^#hf6ie6 for him the greatest adtniratioa, and 
WMched over his safety when he appears in the 
I%Uiit« It is wonderfal to see ihis old n^an face a 
^14 bttU just brought down from the mountains ; 
4>ut silch is the coolness induced by practice^ tlie 
fKM)«facy with which time and distance are mea* 
(ftUved^ th^ principles on which the fight is con^ 
du0led'«o oertain, that, even before his trembling 
batid and weak frame, the power of the stronger 
bf^ute is oti«vjaiIable, and death is as assured of 
hitn'ad if the matador was in the prime of life. 

^IMj^hting is on the decline in Spain, or 
t^Mteer the Government do not gire it the same 
eountenanoe as formerly ; but it is equally dear to 
the ^ople of all ranks and ages, and it will be a 
long time before they can be weaned from it, or be 
eonvinced of its cruelty. 

The toreros were, until lately, patronizecl by 
ladies of rank, and they were in the habit of 
receiving handsome presents from those to whom 
they inscribed their perils of the day. It is said, 
efen now, that Montes is the favourite of a lady 
of rank, and another is having his portrait taken 
by the first master. 

The dress they wear is magnificent, and a well- 
made and active man is set off to great advantage 

R 
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in a tight-fitting silk jacket, embroidered in gold, 
jBilver, or silk, with tight web small-clothes, equally 
embroidered; white silk stockings, smart shoes, 
his shirt-collar open, a pink riband tied round the 
throat, a pink scarf round the waist, a small em* 
bossed black cap on his head. Some of these dresses 
cost one, two, or three hundred pounds; fifty 
pounds is an ordinary price. The men have all 
what would be called, among the fancy in London, 
a fighting head ; that is to say, a low forehead, well* 
protected eyes, high cheek-bones, full mouth, with 
well-turned and light limbs. The bump of pug- 
nacity, according to the Belcherian system of 
craniology, is decidedly marked. The professi^m 
is a lucrative one, for each matador receives £30, 
each picador £20, and each banderillero £10, fot 
every performance. '* 
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CHAPTER XLL 



Having reached thus far in the execution of this 
sligbt Yfork, I begin to regret that I had not coni* 
menced it on a more extended plan ; because a 
knowledge of the state of parties at Madrid, and a 
fiill explanation of the strength of the Queen and 
the Carlist party^ appear to be much wanted in 
England ; and I fancy I had the means of pretty 
nearly ascertaining both. An early opportunity 
will, I hope, be given me of prosecuting this in- 
quiry, and I will content myself at present with 
running over the main features of the case. On 
the fall of Zea Bermudez, all the public servants, 
with few exceptions, were Carlists in their hearts, 
and longed ardently for the coming of the Infante ; 
and even now, though so many changes have taken 
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place^ if the voice of those employed w«:^ heurdij 
I am certain the majority would be more in his 
favour than the Queen's. The same may be said 
of the Koyat Guards, as well as of the persons about 
the Court; and it is thought that Mufios, the 
Queen^s favourite^ has a tendency that way. 

In fact, the constitutional system has no trUe 
friends but the returned emigrants: of 1823, and 
their affection to it may be well adcounted for by 
the desire to possess those places from whemtethey 
have been so long excluded, and to whidi they 
now so anxiously aspire. Indtfferenee, however, 
is the leading character of the ihbabHants, and 
those of any place in society appear Iniiaed in.an 
apathy the most profound, and ^uit^ ^tfreiess as^ to 
the result. - : : 

A great number of Carlists hs^^ ' bedome com- 
promised against their inelinattoii'SkKte^ ibe ;deaih 
of Ferdinand, in consequence of tfa^fduggiah ccm- 
duct of Don Curios, who left tke^ wtAovt tlye 
bbpe of tris re-appe«ranceft>raconsiderd[de period. 
These persons are now re-assured, by: the heroic 
and noble daring of the Infante in Nav&iTe» and, 
however they may conceal their feelii^s^ they are 
at heart attached to him, and will take the tot 
practical opportamty of proving it = 

Let not the iseemtng iiidlffttettce: wiiid); : ibe 
Royalist party have exhibited duviiig- the Ami : jlwo 
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]fneai9 at Madrid be construed, iata ^m affection for 
the QuaeiiNi Government, What cap tliey do? 
^hi^viire w^hottt arms^ and th^ slightest demon- 
istrstioa on their part would but e^pjosetiiem to the 
fary of "Ibe aroied National Guard ; the officers of 
which are ohiefty returned eougr^nts, who know 
of no other lo^c than the sword and the^ muslj^ef ! 
It is only by going into the bosom of pi^vate fa- 
milted, and being received by them as a friend, 
'Aat thetrue diaposition of the inhabitants becomes 
lenovm. How few Englishmen have the opppf- 
tunity ! How fewf who visit Madrid speak the 
language I Ho^ few strangers are received with 
confidence! It 19 by the comam,nd of these 
sources' diat I undertake to write with so much 
certainty, and I believe in my heart that three- 
fourths t>f the respectable portion of society are in 
ftivour of Don Carlos ; even in the houses of some 
Wide*mou&ed Liberals, I found the women attached 
to the Infante, and I fancy many of the seeming 
Chri€tinos ire but playing a part ; the man acting 
the Constitutionalist in public, while in hisown home 
he secrelly indulges the hope of a restoration. 

The notorious conduct of the Queen — ^not the 

■ timng with her paramouTi but the being seen with 

him in public— ^s her Qvlme, and has given great 

iibandal^ and alienated all sinners like herself, but 

i^dt^nd^upon th6irf^p)itation. The bloody deeds 
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of the toligitmts Mrho surfound he)r h%P& ft^niei 
d deq) terror for the security dftWir Ibegand pie^ 
pertiesdmongtlie quiet portion of tb^ people who 
faave so«ie(hing to lose. The change of ancient. 
instftattoM has wounded their pride, aiid atermed 
iheir prejitdices; and -the introdairtioit of foreign 
aid to support the Qneen has touched the loOftl 
irritable part of the Spanish charaeter^ 

Can that cause be considered nationtd 'Wbteb im 
supported by the bayonet of the esft&ngemt Gm 
the true Spaniard be pleased to healr that jiip 
countrymen are slaughtered by tlie sfJ^adoi Mm^ 
prados, whether French or English ? 'JHiink ybi| 
that he will not be alarmed when he fimda tbatthe 
one has taken Pampeluna, and the o|li€|* St. ^^^^ 
bastian ? Let but the Portuguese occupy Bstdajoi 
or Ciudad Rodrigo, and he will coticladet to >tt^ 
^rtainty that he has been bought ajad stdd| ao^ 
that the Quadruple Treaty has been the" attifiei^ 
to enslave him. -^^^ 

It is admitted on all hands, that if Don Oavlofr 
had been in Madrid on the deathof FerdiMad^ o# 
marched boldly on it after that event, the cro^iv 
would have been his, without a struggle. But ih^f^ 
delay was fatal to his cause ; and I kaow sevevd^ 
officers deeply attached to hiai> who/ being in -ihir 
service, continued toiake theilr orders fr^mth^'WaQ 
Department, an^ from a'priiicijpleof howut^clidft 



t^>t a{>andoii their coloufs^ Ib^e k^p^.^ 
General-Officer odarch out froai Madrid, who. has 
dooe his duty m Navarre^ who adinit4ed:.that be 
was a Carlist at heart. Two of . my , per^j[)s^ 
^ieads are serving with the QueeB,r wbO;W<^Ui 
give their lives for the Infante, bat who will die 
rather ;tbafi go over. Another was shot & feMr 
days since, gallantly leading on his nieo» who did 
)ipt conceal his opinions ; and one of the. most 
imsy defenders of the Queen wrote^ while the 
question was in suspense, an able ai^ument m 
ftcvour of the Infente's right. 

The eending Son Carlos out of Madrid befoire 
Ferdinand's death was a masterpiece of Zea Beiv. 
ni^ud^'s pc^icy. It paralysed his friends, and left 
his enemies masters of the field, the treasury, the 
tirmy» and the Government If the Queen has lost 
ground since, it has been owing to the imbecility 
and knavery of the Ministers who succeeded 
Zea. 

: Martinez de la Rosa disregarded the arrival of 
X>on Carlos in Navarre — it was ** but one faciioso 
more." The, profligacy of Toreno, the delusive 
schemes of Mendizabel, have hastened the de- 
fangement of the State-machine. Had the Queen 
established a good and a strong gQvemment, its 
pero&aneocy was niore tha^i prpbable ; but now 
tiiat the elemeats pf discord ^^ let loose, that all 
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the bad pMiMjnH of the emignuits aie unchecked, 
the icsvlt 10 doubtlbl ; and I say, without fear of 
cootiadictioii oo the part of thoae who really know 
what Spain is, that the Qneen's thnne is for the 
moment seemed oidy by the presence of twenty 
thousand fineign bayonets, and the mond force of 
the Qnadmple Treaty. What has become of all 
the Royalist Tolonteefs of two hondred thonsand, 
who were at one time enrolled ? The Cure Merino 
alone had thirty thousand mth him in Castile, in 
1833. These men are not gone down to the grave : 
put arms into their hands, and we shall soon sens 
where the real strength of the country Ties. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 



Two days after my arrival at Madrid, a communis* 
cation passed between the British Minister and the 
Government respecting me ; and I was advised by 
both to leave it, and return to France, or paiss into 
Portugal. Circumstances induced me to dis- 
regard that advice ; but I expressed my readiniess 
to go, if it came in the shape of an order of the 
Home Office, or of the police. Nothing of the 
kind was sent me ; no direct communication took 
place from the Government to me. I was allowed 
to remain a month at Madrid, and all my friends 
imagined that the Government had seen the folly 
of its objections to my residence ; and as I had, 
by appearing at all public places — the balls, the 
theatres, and the Prado^— proved that the people 
were not indisposed towards me, it was imagined 
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that I AouM not be molested. My erenings were ' 
spent among the diplomatic corps; I carefrfly 
avoided the homes of recognised Carlists; I^de*^-^ 
fi^d espfo9iage ; my avocations were open and * 
avowed ; my conduct was unobjectionable. ^' 

A month after my arrival, I was at a large ball;*^ 
at the house of the wife of the celebrated Prince*^ 
of Peace, where I met one of the foreign Ministers, ' 
who laughed with me at the idle threats of the 
Government, when he found that no notice had * 
been served on me, or indeed taken of me, sfnc*^ 
the communication which had passed to the* Bri- 
tish Legation so many weeks previously. I left thi^*' 
ball-room at three o'clock, and went home to bctf ^- 
and a sound sleep, not aware that, at that very homi^ 
a consultation was holding in the Foreign OtB6&' 
about my expulsion, and that an officer of th6 
police was at the moment making his airang^* 
ments to take me from Madrid. '* "^ 

I will not discuss here one of the grossest vie*** 
lations of the rights of British subjects which ha^ 
ever taken place in Spain, nor the indifference wife" 
which that violation has been viewed by our R^ 
reign Office. Another opportunity ofiers for doki^ 
so in a more efficient manner, and I will merely ^ 
state the circumstances of the journey, as if il^ 
were undertaken by my own free-wilU 

At six o^dook I wasdUilurh^ frpru a profoun4 



sleep, and foimd a gentUmaw seatj^d fi^.^)^l|e4*(5 
8i4e, who miide many ei^cujies for havii^ call^d^.^P^?' 
m^at so ii^conventent an boar*. Npt qaite a^aM«r. 
I gaped and yawned^ and begged of bimlioGaU ^t^/ 
anotber time, and leave me to myr/^s^, a^l^t^ 
balls and the carnival had mn<^; £tfcigjUQd n^«. 
Birt.vtbq reply my friend gav« me was> to di}ai¥t 

™>P9^^V<^o^^ o^ his pocket, to s^ow .an ocdti^ 
ha.bad totake. me to Lisbpn^ and to request that.. 
I ^puld make as much haste as possible,, as h^ 
bad a carnage at the door, and bis orders wer^.to^. 
clsmx} Madrid without loss of time, I laughed at. 
tb^pifi>po6ition« and thought that I Qould ainusf^^ 
n^^friQnd. after the manner usually adopted. ill 
Sp^p, and began to offer cigars and commenc«^r 
aJIpqg' gossip, during which the real object of bi^r 
CQjping would be forgotten. . ;^ 

X tbei^fore sat up in bed, drew forth a. cigar<» 
case which lay on a table near me, bade bim taki$ 
bis cJ^ce,. and commenced — **Diga^ Uitedamig^, 
qM hay de nucvo't^** — intending to discui^. th^ 
i9.Qrits of the last ball, bull-fight or baylerinQ.;^ 
\^:v^y friend gave me to understand that. hi^. 
ii^ucUons wer^ not of an ordinary description ;^ 
t^fkt.l.miist be stirring, as he could not answer ioiC: 
hfs ^0v^^ place if he gaye me more than half-anr. 
hour's indulgwece fV Whi^t.|" said I, ''are yon 
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mHy id Mrn^it?''-*^ bdeed ( am^" Ms hi# hok 
iirer. ^'TborakiyoQr pMBporl* heiB life mgr cffden^; 
find in Iba fiftloon yott will Qnd ibrae erft>ur of mj 
iigeolft^ who liave opme with me ift <H|Be yo^ H^e 
tieiiftena0> vh>^ I kaow^-c^coiiiiie, you mil nqt. 
t am deilvad to treat yoo witb rfai»ect» to jpvpvide 
you witb money if yew want it, Imt nottQ lot you 
commnnioate with any p^wo, not ofen wilb, yoftr 
AmbaB8ad<nf/'--'<jEf0m^^ /" said I,^' «eolIy tbioM 
^bad! What crime have I oonunitto^? Da yoa 
know who I ain?"-^''u&M^Q«" let^wted be, ^''I 
neither know yoa, nor the crime of which yoa. are 
aecuaed. I believo^ from my <HdeiB^ ^hat yon aie 
kC^bailiro de honor, and you see bcilbro yop a 
sincere friend ; bnt come, get «p and pacl^ yplir 
trunk*" ^* What ! wall you notlet me seQ an acquain* 
tance who lives in this^ house ?''-*-'' No." ** Nor 
send for my banker ?" — " No." *< Nor go to my 
Ambassador?''— "No." "Will you let me eat 
break&et ?"— '« Yes." " Will yon take aome with 
ttie?"— " Yes.*' " What will yon take 1" " ThiA 
la Ifighse?** — "And yoiur friends in the other 
room 7"—" Chocoiaie is good enough for thc^" 
" Toll me once more, are you eerioos, or is it a 
broma?''* " Vamos, hombrel \0k lia beetiirii^; 
I shall get into a scrape if you delay*" . 
Finding nemoastranee wad in vaitt» I rose jand 

* ♦ A joke. 
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d^sed fbysetf^ amd mf liuidlady pr^pkred Ha 
}^r€Hit¥fi!L8l i ber' terror bekig e^^st^me, as -^fae 
fi^ded) thi^ S|^&hiaidIike/tMt4i!er«lifety%du^ 
be^ ^mptrottiitfed^ though I hlw}-t}ved prenottflly 
#il9v her ft^r two yeara, and- 6b« knew all my 
aoquerlntMGd «lfd UKaal 'haMte. ^ V dW^# « check 
oti my bailk^r, ahd th<s ^fBeer fo'ami iti€» -money^ for 
it-^sc^ttled 4}ie few litele : billfi I owed, ahd wa^, 
After t t^sBengtft had been despaiched %y the 
oflcer to blitom leave^ iiUowed to see the-British 
MiBkteFy #ho lived in the next houses 

I hav^ « fitr^g dptniM of the conduct of Die 
British QoTentmest in mine as well m every oCh^r 
case, where Spain is concerned ; but I will not 
discuss here whether our Minister was jusCifted 
or not in permilting so gross an outrage to b^ 
committed on a British subject. Let this matter 
pItsB for toother occasion — I will go on with ^my 
narrative* 

I know not whether the police were aftmid that 
a rescue would be attempted, or that my friends 
would have shamed the Government out of so 
dststardly a prooeeding against a person/ I may 
say proverbially, unconnected with par^ ; but the 
moment I left the Legation, the carriage was drawn 
up, and I stepped into it, acoompanied by a brother* 
offi^^ of my first caiptor, who was destined to 
accompany me to the frontier. We accordingly. 
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wiih ft imift of m mvltSp paaMxl tbDpii^ -fb^i^ 
Pndo^ ^nd fmot round the vaUt t» the. bri^e^ 
of Segom^-Hhtt sborter road, tfaxough tiiQ Puerte:- 
del SoU bring Avoidtd, I nappode, firom iU being ^ 
a fnddic thonmghfare ;«*^Qt, Aotwithatonduig onvr.. 
gmat haite^ ive bad to wiot for two hoiu» at tbft;. 
bridge for the mayoral or condnctor of tbe nHi}e9^ : 
wbo was in a neighbouring taverpa, aiookiiigiihit?^ 
cigar or taking leave of his friends. Tbe-officei^> 
wasTery angry; bot sucb is the chamcter oft^e 
Spanish people, that he dared not make an^xomss 
plaint; and the muleteer, motteringonly aJfewCi 
ivords of excuse, monnted the crosa^^bar nduub:: 
sa:ved him as a coach^box, and with thei»iiaL>' 
cries of ^rre Mulal ox Yictcrinal Generalai aa^- 
flinging pebbles, from a little saek fiited.wiflL.v 
them at his side, at the leading mule, to keep himie 
in the road, we commenced our journey* 

It is said, that the Spanish people have beea 
ground to the earth by despotism ; but there 
never was a greater error, I believe they are 
the freest in Europe — the whole virulence of tbe 
Crown being directed against the nobility, and 
not against the lower orders. The consequence 
is, that while the grandee is groveling and hum* 
ble, the peasant is bold and independent, and 
he preserves an air of manly freedom mingled 
ivith due respect in speaking to his superiors, 



vf\A&h is 4eUgktftil; and not evea tbft. irnidlord a^ 
to . li^ poorest tenant^ nor the mefiter ito. his :^ 
sef^nt/ift allowed to use strong languagja^and- 
a oiiti^esy prevails in all tbe ^tefcoQi:$e'<of> 
society, which, if it were accompanied with good . 
faith > i^oM place the Spaniard far -above ^e?ea^ 
that* pe«yple of England and Franoe^^ ^The-jroUser 
denmmlB your purse, with a ^Do me the favour^ 
Senor ^^'-^and the man who is about to shoot youi 
by 'brder of the poltce, embraces and teUs you 
' tliat he: and all his family are at your order&^ 
Dwifestic^nrHnts consider themselves, and are : 
trduted^as, humble friends; and few of tham wtU - 
cctotimie. to Uve. in the house when the master ta ;. 
reserved, ch" keeps them at a marked distance; 
and not even the lowest menial will bear to be . 
spoken to roughly : he is easily led, but it is * 
impossible to force him. 
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It will therefore be supposed that the officer who 
accompanied me todic some pains to make my 
position as little irksome as possibles and we had 
scarcely left the town, when he proposed that' we 
should forget that I was a prisoner and he mj 
guardian, and that we should travel as friends'. 
I repaid him in his own smooth terms, and then 
he begged me U> show him my pistols, and, find- 
ing that I was not provided with arms, he pro^ 
duced a pair of his own, which he arranged in the 
pocket at his side — a hint which I perfectly under- 
stood. He then began to talk of himself and of 
his occupation, of the Government, of the police', 
of the Christinos, and Carlists ; and if half 'what 
he said be true, scenes of iniquity have gone on 



•- \ - - . 

Don CARlOft. 401 

for tbe last tm> years in the name of libert^Ty at 
Madrid, which exceed tboae of the worst days of 
the Inquisitioa, He told me that be and his com« 
panioQs were employed almost every week in 
domiciliary visite, and cairyingr suspected persons, 
in tbe dead of the nighty from their families, and 
passing them to the frontier ; and he assured me 
that be had bat just returned from performing tbe 
following piece of duty. 

The Gorerament had information that a Carlist 
Colonel was in Madrid^ and they ordered my friend 
to go to his house, take him from bed at break of 
day^ put. him into a. comfortable carriagCi show 
him a passpqrt^ treat him with respect, — in short, 
act towards him as be was doing by me, in order 
that be should have no suspicion of tbe private 
instructions which the officer had received. These 
ctrders were,, that as soon as the Colonel bad passed 
twenty leagues from Madrid, he was to be taken 
to a spot previously fiised upon, where tbe Alcalde 
of tb^ oext town, with a party of fifteen soldiers, 
were to meet him ; and there he was to be shot, 
and a receipt from tbe Alcalde taken for bis body. 

The Colonel parted from bis wife and children 
with oalmness, as he was assured that no violence 
was intended towa^rds bipo^ and the officer chatted 
and. smoked with him, a9 be was doing with me, 
until be arrived at the prescribed distance, when 
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he waa i0formed> f^r the %at .tjlfa^^.of ih^z^^fi^ 
wl^iclit was pnepar^d. The. mifoituoiUei genU^i(^9^ 
f^pciedi at lu^j thai the oSoer < wa6 jp)Mf%i !4^ 
afl^iejd to, treat the i&atl^ in that style $ ih^t 4^ 
m^Koent be wa« undeceived and found that .<^ 
death was at Imnd. he asked but five minuter. %9/ 
prayer, and then, stepping into the fielflji cegk^i^ 
his arms on his breast^ and received, like aherQi^t^HQr 
fife of the whole platoon ! . A receipt j»as^take% 
for the body; a hole was dug in the gfpun4'>i^ 
was thrown into it ; the Alcalde retm;ned t^^Vfi^ 
village; the officer to Madrid^ and> pPfhap%^ai{3N 
to^this hour, the fate of this murdered x^aa,)^ t^ 
Igaown .to his family; nor will the Qo?^ii99|#|f 
ejrer be brought to an account for it^, ^ •: [.%;^5c} 
'. I looked at my friend while he told me tbi^xc^^n 
blooded piece of villany, and in^gine4t ,thi%|f:^ 
had orders to treat me in the same mtaujne^.f K^d 
certainly^ if I was in the least compramised»o^j}ia4i 
the sUghtest soil upon my conscieiiQe oi: bi^i^j^ 
Cerlist agent, I should have made a ^fug^.^rt 
his pistols, and saved him the compUoientrti^^ 
was meant for me ; but a little reflection a|^ Jij^ 
c^fidence of my own innocence served to re^afsurp^ 
me, and I continued the journey without. any. nprh 
prehension of worse consequences. : v\ . .> 
We rjsached Naval CarQerp at njght^^ and P^!^ 
pared ta sle^ep there i«9d^a^t^«c4i5atot^on^^ 
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^fi6ki^; ) d^com'panled him to the hotise df <tbQ 
Akafde^ to kftve our p&ssports backed* We fotitttd 
ikM pefrsoiiag^ and fai^ wife and danghter ali &it^ 
tirig; o^^r the braseto ; but when he looked at th^ 
I^pets, and saw he had a state- prisoner before himf 
vr^- were sbewn into a more private room, and the 
dfllb^/ taking out his pocket-book^ displayed hi^ 
a^^ei instroctions. The main object was to de^ 
mdiid all escort ; as he affected to be alarmed at 
rbbb^^ or roving bands of Carliste, and it wai^ 
aMn^d that we were to have a party of dragoons- 
itfrfar as the next stage. We then returned to 
(hxfiAh, chose an apartment with two alcoves 
iHfetef onir b^ds were laid, and ray friend carefully 
locked the outer door, placed his pistols by his^ 
sitie> and, I have no doubt, remained awake the 
gifeaiet part of the night, to watch me. ' 

''At break of day we were stirring ; but what was 
nSy aiiger to find a company of foot*soldiers iri-^ 
sle&d' df file promised dragoons, and to be told, 
that we were to go at their pace the whole of the 
rUkS to Badajoz ; thus converting a trip of three 
(ftjis into a march of ten ! ** Hombre!'' said I to 
the dfficer-*-** you have the power to rob me of 
my liberty, but don't deprive me of time. If I 
lose money, I may regain it; my mistress, I can find^ 
aliotfaer ; my watch, therie are abundance of good* 
maters-; a '^dinnei',snppei* inay replace it ; but if 
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you tekelrom me «dv«adliy0 of^iB^^^tbey e^n 
Mret bs restored." '^Ani$g6;' ke^rdf^dr'^'^^tt 
extfaofdinery «iea yott Eo^kdi are ! tk^AieMa'A^ 
vdiidi i never tIioiiglit.ofbefo#e» Of a^tMty^ifi^A 
teue ; we caa never regeia time ioil ; (mt %t^ w^ 
tnuBt go tfith the 8ol(iKer8 at tbeir paeei/*-*^^^-^ WfaiA,^ 
•aid I, *< yott are not afraid V—*^ No ; . but if file 
Oariiits caught ttie, they would skin tQe*"^^^®e4lhey 
would me*'' *^ Jmigo, your ddh is nol-lmii^;^ 
!',Biit there are bo Carliste od this roadi'^ ^FThefe 
is not a village which is not full of {hernr.^' '^Ohl 
I fancied the people were all for tUd Queeii.^ 
" You are v^fanantc, Don MigueU Thiy are fAl a 
set of wicked Carlists, who would hang tee 6n ike 
next tiree, on account o( the drdss I weair-^^'^^tdFi 
National Guard.'' '' But as they do ndt e^peifct Us; 
they cannot be prepaiedi and thereftire w4 viAf 
pass.^' '' Expect us, indeed ! wiiy^i I -fdl^yon 
they are always ready to roast an Urbane. 
Mari^ you, the next village we come to> every* ilfiM; 
womani and child are avowed Carlists; we calPft 
the little Navarre." ^' Hombre! yon astoifTsh'^e ; 
I fancied I was among Christinos ; but i see hoiil^tt 
is ; the Carlists are a bad set, but they ba^ Ihe 
whole country with them." '^ Yes, thei6 iirfe^'M 
honest men, except those who have emigrated^ «i§d 
are compromised." - -*'<;' 

80 we set out with twen^T' fix>t'^i^ds,4h^«(L 
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fif§ry i^ ,8§rge%9t»^ and « gerporal. . WeJiad not 
mffp»)kedi btif a feaguey when tbrcafitai&iof the 
p^ji: pl^opQ^ed IQ leave hi^ nwa under the eaterof 
ti^Q sejfgeaiitsy and to coi&e w^ the carria^y to 
irJbit^ of eoi^e we oordialiy agreed* . And thua 
we;peijfernied «igbt out of the tea vreary days :of 
l,b|^ journey ; the men atraggling alwg the^road, 
^pfieti^ies ia culvance* sometimee half^-mile in 
i^ cear*. So that^ if my object had been to 
i^apoy^orif I ha4 a party on iJie noad to attempt 
a 'f e|^eue-/my cal)aat escort would not have been of 
muebiaTayL 

- ^X^ fa.c^r|(ifas^ that "after the second day's jour- 
pi^^thof^asf^r^ndiesi both to my civil and mih^ 
ts^f^gmardjiai^ ithat I /vms more pleased tboA 
olh^jTwise jU>. ,l&ave Madrid, and that I had 
^>th0lea#l^ i^t^tiou of giving them the 9lip« I 
^^iflsMrily i^^ed my word that I would not do 
^1: jaipd tkmOhey left meat ease, and did not 
e€)ntrci«l my- movements in any town we stopped 

. There were only two points which the police-^ 
officer ^rietly insisted on ; and those were, present? 
iif^ me to the Alcalde at the end of each ds^'s 
journey^ and having his bed put into the same 
^9om with mine, or rather we always chose att 
apartment with two alcoves, and he took care to 
i^ar;the door, to )^^ a 4ightimd bis.pistola near 
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pQ0e4 imm^r in which the coiin^iS AV^ktefb^fg 

acct^toQ^ed : t» 9U9h practice, or afraid to^r^j^Sif 
any remarks^; a« tbay ip^ariably^ alter glwaiqgt.gl 
the paaaport> raised their eyes to take > Ifot^^vf^y 
\ej of mcj and then without a word propef(){e^Tt<|^ 
execute the due formality* . . i 

The first Tillage we came to^ after leaving Kav.^ 
C^meroy was notoriously Carlist, and the ^9^ 
told me he would not venture his men within i^t^ 
So we refreshed at a posada at ooeH^xtareinij^ 
But several of the inhabitants cam^ to sqqwI at'/us 
wliere we were, and one of the soldierst .whpt h^ 
strayed into the Plaza, was glad to cotme back^.f t^ 
people having asked, him significantly^ 'Vwhat]^ 
did there?" The police-officer^ who waacoB;|pe|lk§;|' 
by orders to wear his National Guard 4ress,wMi9t 
a terrible fright, and he hurried us away fnuibfjb^ 
village, and did not feel comfortable witil spye^ 
leagues were interposed between him and it. 

We could see the mountains of Toledo <h)^ ii^<^, 
left, and the chain which ran towards Esb%ia%^ 
dura on the right, and understood that they.iWf^ 
filled with guerilla parties, half robbers,, hpljg 
Carlists, who received rations . freely fj?o% Pjh^ 
several villages on our road, and from wboa^jt^fi^ 
probable Wie should receii^e a vic4t». h ^ir. 



gt^ti^'tl^iV tthft^ given feftigetd Mffily ^Ertiidg 
aA^&Hsd-^rd^li; biit latterly tbeir ^irit hW b'dea 
bfi>kien,^ and ithey cannot be datd t6 hold even a 
-^663 front* There ean be no doubt as id the 
t^hei^ of the majority of the people ; but they are 
withbiit armS; and they have been left without ti 
head, while the Queen has been enabled to put 
muslcetd into the hands of all her partisans by the 
Btttish government, and to employ the returned 
emigrants in hunting up the Carlists ; their own 
safety depeiiding upon doing so effectually, 
-We left without regret the barren plains of 
Odstile, and crossed into Estramadura. Before 
piissii^ the ' frontier, I wished to have employed 
sdme hours in going over the celebrated field of 
Tdavera de la Reina, but my companions did not 
f6el the iiame interest as I did in the recoiled* 
tS(ms of British valour, and they hastened through 
tKe town, horribly alarmed at news having been 
brought them that the tartana had been stopped, as 
well as the post, a few hours before our arrival. In 
faet, so many robberies had been committed on 
thiis road, that the royal company of diligences 
had given trp running the usual carriage ; and the 
kind of coveted tart, which had been substituted 
fSl? ft, was robbed commonly once a t^k. To show 
the coolness with wfaidi i^eh 'matters in S^m iire 
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managed, the principal gang gave nottce to the 
proprietors at Madrid that, unless a certain sum of 
money was paid them on a particular day, they 
would hum all the tartavas ; and the money was 
paid ! ! ! The agreement did not include prote<r- 
tion to the passengers ; and so, whenever cigars run 
short with the banditti, they sally forth and clear 
the purses of the company. 

The people of Estmmadura are called the 
Negroes of Spain, from the darkness of their com- 
plexion. The women and children are particularly 
ugly, and the whole appearance of the country had 
less of comfort about it than is found in the other 
provinces. The population is quite inadequate to the 
extent or means of the district : the daily draughts 
made on it to recruit the Queen's army will re- 
duce it still more ; and some of the most fertile 
land in the world is destined for some time to be 
a barren waste. I had no idea of the desolating 
effects of the repeated qmnias, or conscriptions, 
until I had traversed Spain in so many directions, 
but I was not so forcibly struck with them any 
where as in Estramadura, where I saw only old 
men, women, or children ; the youth having been 
carried off four times within the last two years, 
and the land being tilled only in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the villages. 

This is a consequence of the civil war not yet 
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sufficiently calculated upon, and an additional 
weight of responsibility is thrown upon the parties 
to the Quadruple Treaty, who, by ineffectually 
interfering in the domestip affairs of Spain, have 
protracted the struggle, wasted the blood and trea-f 
sure of the people, and are now exhausting all the 
valuable part of its population. 



s 



4Vj 



CHAPTER XLY. 



WsoMt tomr tx Hfe A o — Uid of flicge CBP a c rip te 
murfinig toimdstlie North. They were chiefly 
boys finmnleen to txveiity yean; muiy of them 
in tMteny md praBeatiiig moot imgMnly.iipifriineDg 
of the ymmg Chrirtiiiohiood. llieytaDkaDoppop- 
tsnities of desertiiip; mni some cuni|Miie g of old 
soldiere escorted them from town to town, to pre- 
▼entit. Thegfleatestaumher I sawtogetho' was 
one body of 1200 ; and they were commanded by 
a veteran half-pay oifieer, who had been called 
from his retirement to drill them. He was a tall, 
thin fignrer wearing. an old nnifcmn and a cocked 
hat of the fast genemtnm. He appeared heartily 
ashamed of his fbroes, particnkriy when he saw 
there were strangere to obsenre them; but he put 
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himself at their head^ and marched into the square 
of the little town, where we encountered him^ with 
as much effrontery as he could assume; but he 
dismissed them for the night with all imaginable 
dispatch^ and contrived to hide himself, though 
we took some pains to find him out and pay him 
our respects. 

My two guardians received a serious fright m 
the course of our journey, which afforded ma 
some amusement, and relieved the ennui of our 
proceedings. We had pushed on with the carriage 
for the purpose of eating luncheon in a wood which 
promised a pleasant shade, and expected that the 
escort would have followed of course; but they 
were induced to take a shorter cut to the next 
town, and left us for two hours expecting them* 
My companions became seriously alarmed, as they 
concluded that the soldiers had gone off to the 
factiosos, and they held a consultation as to whiit 
was to be done. 

The captain ran back half a league, but saw 
no traces on the road, nor met any person to give 
an account of the men ; and I fancied my urbane 
was a little unquiet when he found himself alode 
with me in the wood, and, I may say, at my mercy, 
as I was a more powerful man, and his pistols 
had been put away since the escort had been ob- 
tained. At length the officer came back, despair- 
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img ^secitipbB jmtty^ wad eal^uhitiiig ifa disgrace 
alid detlitlilmis ^'od he and tke urkttfHk^^Ae up 
ihiait mindB tbat the set^eant bad pei«uaH«d the 
warn todaseart; bat I tNiggeited thitwe^eoiihl do 
no good, tMwgkig hcmdBki'llie ^mxfd $ ai6d ted vised 
them to hasten to the iXfvhx, tmd eomoM wttfa the 
Alcalde on measaresneceBBary' to fi^gatir them. We 
did ^lerefete mdvaiise^ mjA footidv to th^ gVeat 
Ftiief x>f ihe oaptitin, the wen draWn ap at the 
entraace of the Ttllagei tad wendeiii^ at onr de* 
lay; iKH^e dight swpieieapreNrAiluig amonget them^ 
that the Catliata, or i^anditl^ had fidleaupoa as, 
and carried ua off to the moaataiBB. 

After the advepture in Ae wood, end the abr 
aolute proof I had afforded tiiat I had no inten- 
tion of escapiogi the pokce-offieer abandoned all 
former idea of watching me^ and I passed the rest 
of the journey wiUioUt being in the least controuledL 
by hitn« He also sought to gratify me, by giving 
up the foot^escorty and taking one of cavalryi at 
Truscillo; but I fancy be regretted having done so 
the following day ; for the Alcalde refused to give 
rations to the Urbanos, and the Urbanos refused 
to pay the charges of their horses on the public 
service out of their own pockets. The office? 
threatened to complain to the Government, and 
the Alcalde to the captain^general of the province ) 
but the Urbanos laughed at bothy and so we had 
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to march to Meiidn alone, oimI^ from Merida to 
Badajox ; tbci offieer faitfyu^ger^ry bosh a robber 
or a Carlist. 

It pttzzied ^^ cbmpftfiioas -not a little ta know 
who Iwa^^ and for what reason I had been r^ 
moved frpm; MadiM ; and he put, during the 
joiCrney, a variety of ingenious questions, which I 
took car^ to .parry. A pan^raph which -was in** 
serted hj tbe Govemmenl in the Gazette, stadng 
that a per^Hiagewho had been with Don Carlos 
had beenjostsentundier escort to Portugal, having 
met hiseyes at Truscillo, inftamed his curiosity 
the more, and I i^w him pondering o^er it, and 
consulting a friend on its application to me. The 
word diplomatico was frequently excha^ed be* 
tween them, and, I faarve no ddubt, they coit- 
clnded that I w^s an agent of the Hoiy Alliance, 
whose plaiis Mendia^abel had cireumvented, but 
who was^of too much importadce to be crammed 
into a dungeon, or ^hot without some iilquiry being 
made after hith. 

He himself wfus one of the furious Liberals of 
1820, anld had be^ an emigrant since the entrance 
of the French in 1823. He considered that re- 
prisals w^rejust agaiUBt his persecutors, and as- 
sured nte that nothing had stipported him in. his 
exile but the hopes of a full and swe^t vengeance* 
Revenge, accorditig to his creed, was not only 
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but praiseworthy, and he i^ke witli 
a Mivage delight of the aufemigi^ he had- sinee 
made his enemies endure in the true spint of reta-* 
laalion. We had many diseosBions on* the subject, 
a»d I gtfve him histotical iiistaiices of Ae greater 
satisfiietion, as weH as glory,< ddrif^^d fioili the for^ 
giveness of pdiiiioai rivak; bat, though he ad-^ 
mitted that I was ri^it in ^principle, yet he madd 
hia own case and that' of Spain- an exbepdon. I 
am certain he spoke the sentiments- oi the great 
majority of thi^ emigrants^ and that he and they 
would gladly stain their hadEids each' hour in the 
blood of the hated Carlists;' 

Nature and education had fitted him for a 
poUce agent. Gunning, smooth, and civil in 
manner, but false, wicked, and brutal io his heart. 
He pressed my hand while he planned a piece of 
treachery which he subsequently playefd off at 
Elvas, and acknowledged the deep obligations he 
was under to Englishmen who had protected him 
at Gibraltar, and how glad be was to oblige me 
on account of those recollections, with the hope 
of my paying the whole of the expenses, and 
enabling him to pocket the money allowed him 
for the journey. The actual strength of the 
Carlists in the Basque Provinces, Catalonia, and 
Lower Aragon, he admitted without difficulty; 
atid had likewise no hesitation in allowing, that 
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the great bulk of the people in the other provinces 
were more attached to the Infante than to the 
Queen ; but it was because the case against him 
was so strong, that he anci his friends had nothing 
else to do, while they had arms in their hands, 
than tp slay, kill, and exterminate. 

He was never fatigued in recounting to me 
the scenes in which he was now daily engaged, 
and I could see he took a true pleasure in sepa- 
rating fathers from their families, and sons from 
their mothers. There were cases, not of a very 
pressing nature, waiting his return at Madrid, and 
he expected to make a good market of the indul- 
gence he was allowing to his victims. His talent 
lay in watching the arrival in the capital of 
supposed Carlist agents ; and it appeared that he 
followed them up through all its windings on the 
slightest hint, and made use principally of women 
to detect his prey. 

On the tenth day we arrived at Badajoz, and, 
having waited on the Gobemador Civil, the pass- 
port of the Madrid Legation received his visa, 
and the surveillance of the police upon me was 
declared to be at an end. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 



From the explanation I have given of the state 
of the Basque Provinces, and the sketch I have 
made of the CarUst force in Catalonia, Aragon, 
Castile, and Estramadura, the reader will be able 
to fonii a tolerably correct idea of the actual posi- 
tion of Don Carlos. 

Had I chosen to extend the nature of the work, 
my residence at Madrid at the moment of Fer- 
dinand's illness in 1833, — ^immediately after his 
death at the close of the same year, and down 
to the present period, — would have furnished 
me with abundant materials ; and I might have 
advantageously done so. My object is limited, 
however, to a faithful account of the Court and 
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Camp of Don Carlos, and to a description of those 
circumstances connected with them, to which I 
have been personally a witness. 

I have avoided giving any opinion as to the 
nitimate result of the contest for the crown of 
Spain ; for we have found that, while the Queen has 
been unable to put down Don Carlos, the Infante 
has not been strong enough to leave the Basque 
country ; and the presence of twenty thousand 
foreign bayonets renders it dtill doubtful when he 
may have the power to do so. His cause is how- 
ever progressing beyond the reach of the stranger's 
aid ; and it is, at this hour, more widely spread 
in Catalonia and Aragon^ than on the day when I 
commenced my Narrative. 

I might have added a variety of facts on the 
authority of published accounts or official docu* 
ments ; but I ha^e kept my mind solely upon the 
things I saw with my own eyes, and the cirenm- 
Stances which were brought under my personal 
investigation. 

Another opportunity may probably soon be 
afforded me of discussing at more length the 
present situation of Spain, and the respective 
strength of the Carlist and Christino parties. 
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The foDawii^ is the Official Statement of 
the whole organized Cailist Force (taken from 
the last Reports from Head-quarters) in the 
Prmrinces of NaTane, Alaya, Gaipazcoa, Biscay, 
Aragon, Valencia, CatalcMua, and Galicia : — 

InCmtry. CajmItj. 

The Army ofNavabre, Ala- 
ya, guipuzcoa, and biscat, 
is composed of four divisions, with 
their corresponding reserves, each 
consisting of nine battalions, and 
two squadrons, forming a total 
force of .• 36,600 1,200 

The Army of Reserve con- 
sists of two corps of thirteen 
battalions and one squadron^ the 
whole force being 9»300 100 

The Artillery consists of 63 
pieces, of all calibre, mounted. 

The Engineers consist of two 
companies. 



45,900 1,300 
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Infantry. Cavalry. 

46,900 1,300 

The Guard of Honour to 
Don Carlos is composed of one 
battalion of Guides of Navarre, of 
one squadron of gentlemen, called 
the Legitimad, and eighty horse- 
men, of the best families of the 
provinces ........ 800 180 

The Army of Catalonia 
consists of five divisions, of two 
brigades each, forming in the 
whole * 24,000 600 

The Army of Aragon and . 
Valencia consists of three divi- 
sions, which form a total of . . 16,000 700 

The Army of Galicia is 
composed of various flying co- 
lumns, which amount to . . . 7,000 



93,700 2,780 

Note. — This statement does not include the vari- 
ous parties which exist in La Mancha, the Cas- 
tiles, the Mountains of Toledo, Estramadura, 
&c. &c. 



LIST OF OEPICERSl 

COMMAVDIITG UT THX 8XTXBAL FBOYIKCX8. 



IN THE BASQUE PROVINCES. 

Commander-iii-Cfaiel — ^Lieiit«-GeDeral Vilk Real. 
Chief of the Staff— Major-General Don Jose Mazamisa. 

First Divisionm 
Major-General Don Francisco Ituralde. 
First Brigade — ^Brigadier Don Jose Antonio G<Hnes. 
Second Brigade — Brigadier Don Pabk> Sanz. 
Hiird Brigade — Brigadier Don Tomas Zaragual. 

Second Divisioiu 
Major-General ■■ . 



First Brigade — Don Bartolome Gtiibelalde. 

Second Brigade — Don Simon de la Torre. 

Third Brigade — ^Brigadier Don Prudencio Sopelana. 

Third Division. 
Major-General Don Miguel Gomez. 
First Brigade — Brigadier Don Carlos Perez de las Vacas. 
Second Brigade— Brigadier Don Juan Beamurgia. 
Third Brigade — Colonel Don Jose M* Royo. 

Fourth Dtbut^n. 
Mijor-G^neral Dpn F,ranci9G0 Suasa, 
First Brigade — Colonel Don Bemigio Iturzaeta. 
Second Brigade— Colonel Don Juan Antonio de Berastegui. 
Third Brigade — Colonel Don Pedro Hermosilla. 
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Army of Reserve. 
First Corps — Brigadier Don Jose Iturriza. 

_ ^ 

Second Corps — Brigadier Don Francisco Garcia. 

The Artillery. 
Major-General Don Joagoin de Montenegro. 

The Engineers. 
Major-General Melchor Silvestre. 

CATALONIA. 

Commander-in-Chief (ad interim) — Major-General Don 
Ignacio Burfo. 

First Division. 
Major-General Don Ignacio Burjo. 
First Brigade — Colonel Don Martin Albert. 
Second Brigade — Colonel Don Patricio Torrilla. 

Second Division. 
Brigadier Don Jose Juan de Toites. 
First Brigade — Lieut.-Colonel Don Jose Borges. 
Second Brigade — Don Bartolome Porvedon. 

Third Division. 
Don Benito Tristani. 
First Brigade — Colonel Don Juan Caballeria. 
Second Brigade — ^Lieut.-Colonel Don Clemente Sobrevias* 

Fourth Division, 
Colonel Don Matia Walls. 
First Brigade — Don Jose Masgoret. 
Second Brigade — Don Jose Galceran. 

Fifth Division. 
Colonel Don Jacinto Orten. 
First Brigade — Don Pedro Maysana. 
Second Brigade — Don Bemigio Claver. 

T 
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ARAGON AND VALENCIA. 

Commander-in-Chief^ Major-General Don Ramon Cabrera. 

First Division, 
Col. Don Jose Quilez and Don Antonio Porluetas. 

Second Division, 
Don Jose Miralles and Don Jose Cubells. 

Third Division. 
Don N. Forcadell. 

GALICIA. 

Don Francisco Lopez and Don Antonio Sarmento. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Lest it should be imagined, from my known 
connexion with the Morning Herald, as Foreign 
Correspondent^ that the foregoing pages are re< 
printed from the columns of that Journal, I beg 
leave to state, that in one instance only I have 
made use of my own letters. The Sketch of The 
Carlist Court and Camp — be its imperfec- 
tions what they may — with that exception, is 
original. 
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